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The President’s Letter de WØVX 

 

It is hard to get enthused about DXing with the sunspot number hovering around zero.  

With any luck we will be well into cycle 24 soon.  The DX is still there but it is 

certainly weaker and harder to find than it was a few years ago.  This is a good time to 

pick up some mode and band countries, particularly on 40, 80 and 160.  The good news 

is that the fair weather DXers are off watching TV so there is less competition.   

 

There is also good news on the high end of the DXing spectrum.  In spite of the low 

sunspot numbers, there have been some good 6 meter openings from North Texas into 

Europe, Africa, the Caribbean, Central/South America, and Japan over the past couple 

of months.  With that in mind, our program for the September 6 meeting is on 6 meter 

DXing and DXpeditioning.  With most of the newer HF rigs  

 

now including 6 meters this should be a program of interest to all.  Check the meeting 

announcement for complete details. 

 

By all measures the W5DXCC 2008 at HamCom was a huge success this year.  The 

highlight was the W5DXCC dinner and VP6DX presentation by Eric Scace, K3NA.  

The Saturday DX programs were well attended with standing room only for some of the 

sessions.  Ken Knudson has generously agreed to again organize the W5DXCC dinner 

next year.  If you have suggestions or want to help with the 2009 dinner please contact 

Ken at n5ty@arrl.net. 

 

Jim Hoge, W5QL and the DXCC card checker team did their usual outstanding job at 

HamCom.  As you may know, Jim resigned as the LSDXA nominated DXCC card 

checker following HamCom.  In June the LSDXA board nominated Mike Krzystyniak, 

K9MK as the new card checker.  Mike has completed the training and examination 

process.  He is awaiting final approval from ARRL headquarters which is expected 

shortly.  Dick Sander, K5QY also continues as a NTX Section DXCC card checker.  

We thank Jim for his years of service to North Texas DXers and look forward to 

working with Mike and Dick in the future. 

 

September 6
th

 Meeting—The fall quarterly meeting will be Saturday  

September 6, 2008 at Bodacious Barbecue in Arlington TX at 1206 E 

Division Street, just east of Collins Street (FM 157). TIME: 11:30 AM 

Lunch with a 12 Noon Business Meeting. Program for the meeting will 

be on Six Meter DXing by Dick Henson K5AND. He has done a lot of 6 

meter work and gone on several 6 meter DXpeditions.  Members will 

also be voting on proposed by-law changes. See proposed changes 

below. 



At our June meeting we had a general discussion about the direction the club should 

take going forward.  The minutes are elsewhere in the newsletter but here are a few of 

the points members made.   

 Schedule meetings with programs and avoid major contest weekends.  

 Review and revise the By-Laws to reflect how we operate. 

 Publish a quarterly PDF newsletter/meeting announcement via email and web 

site. 

 Start a DX information net. 

 

The September 6 meeting date was chosen so as not to conflict with the ARRL VHF 

QSO Party, the Texas QSO Party, and the CQ WW RTTY contest.  Since most DXers 

also contest or at least dabble in contesting, we will continue to do our best to avoid 

scheduling LSDXA meetings on major contesting weekends.  Between contests and the 

Christmas holidays that doesn’t leave any available December weekends.  To avoid CQ 

WW CW, ARRL 160, ARRL10 meter, and the numerous holiday events, the board is 

considering holding the next meeting on either November 22 or January 10.  Let us 

know what you prefer.  If you have program suggestions please contact Rick Barnett, 

NØRB at rick@crcltd.com. 

 

The current LSDXA By-Laws are available at http://dxer.org/LSDXA_roster.pdf.  As 

part of the transition the officers did a complete review of the By-Laws.  We discovered 

that the By-Laws, which were last revised in 1999, did not reflect the changes and 

membership votes that have taken place over the past 9 years.  The board is proposing 

changes to bring the By-Laws in line with reality.  We also looked at the Constitution 

and By-Laws of several other DX clubs across the country as a sanity check to make 

sure the proposed changes are appropriate.   

 

Briefly, here are the proposed changes.  Article III updates our address of record.  

Article VI reflects the actual Vice-Director responsibilities and term length.  Article 

VIII updates current dues rates.  Article X updates board spending limits.  The changes, 

which are published in this newsletter and on the web site, will be voted on at the 

September 6 meeting. 

 

Tom Anderson, WW5L has agreed to edit and publish a PDF newsletter and you are 

looking at the results.  By delivering it as a PDF email attachment we avoid the work 

and expense of printing and mailing 150 copies every quarter.  Remember, Tom is the 

editor.  That means he is not going to write the entire newsletter himself so your 

contributions are needed if this is going to be successful.  Send any DX info, station 

updates, pictures, funny stories, etc. to Tom at andersonww5l@sbcglobal.net.  

 

Victor Paul, WBØTEV volunteered to investigate starting a weekly LSDXA net.  The 

purpose would be to share DX information and build club camaraderie.  Current 

thinking is a Saturday morning net on 75 meters.  If you have any thoughts or 

suggestions for Victor please contact him at vmpaul@iname.com. 

 

If you haven’t paid your 2008 LSDXA dues yet or would like to pay for 2009, our 

Secretary/Treasurer Jim Bass, K5KQI would like to hear from you.  Dues are $25 for an 

individual membership and $35 for a family membership.  Your dues are LSDXA’s 

primary source for supporting DXpeditions.  Jim will be happy to accept dues payments 

at the meeting or by mail at the address shown at http://dxer.org/membership.html. 



 

Finally, thanks for electing me to serve another term as LSDXA President.  I hope to 

see you at the September 6 meeting. 

 

73 and good DX, 

Dave Jaksa, WØVX 

w0vx@verizon.net  

______________________________________________________________________ 

 
TREASURER’S REPORT by Jim Bass K5KQI 

Bank Balance (excluding $419.51 for KP1/5 Project)                 $5,530.40 

2008 Year-to-date income:                                                            $2,929.00 

2008 Year-to-date Expenses:                                                          2,412.66 

2008 Excess of Income over Expenses                                        $   516.34 

For comparison purposes, same date last year: 

Bank Balance (excluding $419.51 for KP1/5 Project)                 $3,681.34 

2007 Year-to-date income:                                                           $2,801.00 

2007 Year-to-date Expenses:                                                        $2,943.71 

2007 Excess of Expenses over Income                                        $   142.71 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Bylaws Update 

Proposed changes are in bold face red type. 
 

Proposed Article III Offices 

 

Each year the Principal Office of the Lone Star DX Association will be located at the 

Membership Director's home address. The Principal Office is permitted to change after each 

election providing the changes are publicized per Article V. 

Membership Director's address at the time of adoption: 

Name:   James W. Bass 

Street:   2709 Monarch Drive 

City, State, Zip:  Arlington, TX 76006-3711 

 

Proposed Article VI Board of Directors  
The Governing body of the Lone Star DX Association is the Board of Directors and Vice 

Directors. 

 

This Board consists of Seven (7) members in good standing of the LSDXA. Four Director 

positions are elected by the membership, preside over all formal activities, and act as trustees 

with fiduciary responsibility for LSDXA.  There are three appointed Vice Director 

positions that are selected with the consensus of the "elected Board," and shall serve for as 

long as they are willing to fulfill the duties of their office, or until the Elected Board 

requests their resignation. 

 



To be nominated for an elected Director position the nominee must be a member in good 

standing and be nominated pursuant to procedures set forth in Robert's Rules of Order. The 

nominee must be willing to accept the appointed position and execute the duties described 

below. 

 

To be nominated for an appointed Vice-Director position the nominee must be a member in 

good standing and be nominated pursuant to procedures set forth in Robert's Rules of Order. 

The nominee must be willing to accept the appointed position and execute the duties described 

below. 

 

All members of the association present at the annual meeting will elect all nominees for an 

elected position. A simple majority is needed to be elected to a position. It is suggested that 

"elected directors" shall not serve more than two consecutive terms in the same office. 

 

A list of the Board positions and basic responsibilities follow: 

 

Chief Director and President: (elected) 

Will oversee meetings of the LSDXA and the activities of the club itself 

 

Activities Director: (elected) 

Will provide and arrange for membership presentations at meetings. 

 

Membership Director and Secretary-Treasurer: (elected) 

Will collect dues from the members and maintain a bank account for the association. This 

account will be used to deposit dues and other receipts, and payout moneys to persons, 

organizations or DXpeditions with the approval of the membership at a meeting.   

The Membership Director shall serve as Secretary/Treasurer of the association and shall keep 

minutes of all meetings 

 

Information Director: (elected) 

Will print and distribute, or communicate information on upcoming meetings and programs to 

regular and potential members. 

 

Reflector Vice-Director (appointed) 

Will manage and moderate the LSDXA reflector. 
 

WWW Vice-Director: (appointed) 

Will manage and develop the LSDXA home page and information services. 

 

Hamfest Vice-Director: (appointed) 

Will be the association' liaison to HamCom or other notable hamfest activity in the region. He 

will offer LSDXA assistance for DX or other programs of interest, and DXCC QSL card 

checking needs. 

 

All Vice Director positions require the elected Directors written approval to commit LSDXA to 

any event, or to providing LSDXA related services or moneys to a hamfest, meeting, or event. 

 

Proposed Article VIII Dues 

 

Dues for membership in the Lone Star DX Association are $25.00 per year. Dues are to be paid 

to the Membership Director and payable on January 31st of each year. First time members 

joining after June 30th of any year will receive a 50% discount for that year. 

 

Family memberships will follow a simple scale. Family memberships for two or more family 

members residing at the same address shall be $35.00 per year. 



 

Dues will be used to pay for mailings, costs incurred by the club for meetings, for donations to 

club selected causes such as DXpeditions or LSDXA sponsored activities or events, and to 

cover administrative costs including legal and banking fees. Except as noted in Article X, 
all donations to DX causes of any type must be presented to, and approved by the membership 

during a LSDXA sanctioned meeting or event. 

 

Proposed Article X Liability 

 

Proposed meeting or program expenses shall not exceed the uncommitted balance of the 

LSDXA 

bank account. 

 

Proposed donation expenses shall not exceed the uncommitted balance of the LSDXA bank 

account. 

 
All meeting or program expenses in the name of the LSDXA shall be approved "in advanced 

and in writing" by the Elected Directors. A simple majority of the elected Directors is needed to 

commit the LSDXA to a program expense limited to $1,000 per event. 

 

The Board may from time to time find it desirable to make unbudgeted donations 

between regular meetings.  Any such donations must be approved by a two thirds 

(2/3) majority of the full board consisting of the Directors and Vice-Directors.  

These donations will be limited to not more than $1000 with no more than one 

such donation to an individual or group per year. 
 

All donations over $1,000 in the name of the LSDXA shall be proposed to the members at a 

regular meeting. The presentation, discussion, and vote for approval can only occur at a regular 

LSDXA meeting. A simple majority of the members in good standing present is required for 

approval. 

 

The LSDXA is not and shall -not be liable for any debts incurred by its members other than 

those debts, which have previously been approved in writing by the Elected Directors. 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Minutes from the June 14, 2008 meeting at Ham Com in Plano TX 

The meeting was called to order at 2:00 PM on June 14, 2008 by Ken Knudson,N5TY.  

Approximately 20 members were in attendance. There was no old business. The first 

item under new business was election of officers.  The following were elected for a 1 

year term: President Dave Jaksa, W0VX; Activities Director Rick Barnett, N0RB; 

Information Director Tom Anderson, WW5L; Secretary/Treasurer Jim Bass, K5KQI. 

The meeting was turned over to W0VX and a discussion about future activities was 

held.  Quarterly meetings with DX programs are planned.  The meeting will be centrally 

located between Dallas and Ft. Worth.  Several excellent program ideas were offered 

and will be followed up on by the board.  A quarterly meeting announcement and 

newsletter in PDF format was discussed. Tom, WW5L agreed to edit the newsletter and 

send it out by email.  One problem we have is that many of the email addresses on the 

roster are not current.  All members should check the roster at www.dxer.org to make 

sure their email address is correct. A weekly LSDXA net on 75 meters was discussed.  

The idea is to share DX information and keep the members in touch with each other.  

Victor, WB0TEV agreed to investigate the practicality of a net and head up the net 

effort to get it going. W0VX stated that the By-Laws are somewhat out of step with 



how business is being conducted.  He indicated that the board will be looking at 

bringing the By-Laws up to date and presenting a proposed revision at the next club 

meeting. Having no further business the meeting was adjourned at 2:30 PM.  

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Meet Your Directors:      

WØVX Dave Jaksa, president                                    

Dave Jaksa, WØVX, was first licensed in early 1962 as WN9CVI while in High School 

in suburban Chicago.  A few months later he upgraded and became WA9CVI. 

After finishing college in 1968 he took a job with Collins Radio in Cedar Rapids, Iowa 

and the FCC gave him a new call, WAØVDX.  In 1976 he dropped a couple of letters to 

get his current call, WØVX, which he has kept as Collins moved him to California in 

the mid 80’s and to Texas in 1988. From the beginning of his Ham Radio “career” Dave 

has been an active DXer and Contester.  He was the co-founder of the Eastern Iowa DX 

Association in 1975 and served several terms as president of that organization.  Dave 

served as president of the Lone Star DX Association in 1993/1994.  He is on DXCC 

Honor Roll with 352 Countries confirmed. Dave is now retired from Collins and lives in 

Garland with his XYL Judi, WØJJ.  They have 3 married daughters and 6 

grandchildren.  Dave is currently very active on CW, SSB, and a little RTTY/PSK31 

from 160 through 6 meters. 

K5KQI Jim Bass, Membership Director and Treasurer 

Jim Bass was licensed in Fort Smith, Arkansas in 1957 as KN5KQI, Shortly thereafter 

K5KQI. considering the times, he had a great antenna in a Hy-Gain 3 element 15 meter 

beam with a rotator mounted in a "Y" of the trunk about 65 feet up in an oak tree. Bill, 

W5SJ (then W5KGJ) was Jim's Elmer and got him through the code portion of the 

Conditional test. Some of the most exciting DX worked at that time were the stations in 

the Antarctic during 1959 - the International Geophysical Year. Jim, Bill, Randy 

(K5BOC) and Clark (K5BOE) used to spend many evenings doing homework over the 

air together on a dead 15 meter band. Another highlight for Jim was working at the 

MARS station at Mather AFB, CA during the Viet Nam War, while he was an 

electronic warfare officer/instructor, running phone patches using the base’s excellent 

Collins S-Line equipment set up with a log periodic beam up about 100 feet. The phone 

patches served a real purpose as there was no other convenient way for armed sevice 

personnel stationed in Viet Nam, Thailand, Guam, etc. to speak with their 

spouses/parents/loved ones back home.  Probably Jim's greatest contribution to DX has 

been through knowing his friend Bob Allphin K4UEE since Mather AFB days and 

supporting his DX efforts. In addition, Jim's elmer, Bill W5SJ, has been worked by Jim 

in all of Bill's Caribbean efforts. Jim's DX contacts go back over 50 years, he just 

doesn't have the few hundred confirmed! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



N0RB Rick Barnett, activities director 

 
Rick Barnett, N0RB, was first licensed in 1963 as WN5GUV, while in High School in 

suburban Dallas.  After finishing High School and College, Rick took a job as a sales 

manager for a mirror MFJ  and moved to the Kansas City area and was issued the call 

sign WB0TNY. In 1980, Rick passed the extra test, and while on a trip to Belize, he 

received his new call, KB0U, which he kept until moving back to Dallas in 2006. Just 

as he was moving to Dallas, the N0RB call sign had become available. He always told 

people he would not change his call unless it had an “RB” in the suffix. From his first 

days of being a ham, he has enjoyed contesting and DXing the most. He has made 

several DX trips to V31, KH6, P40, G, J3 and He has just returned from Germany 

where he attended the German Hamfest in Friedrichshafen. Rick has retired and lives in 

Plano, TX with XYL Susan.  He has one daughter and three grandkids all living in 

Germany, where the husband is in the service. 

 

WW5L Tom Anderson, information director 

 
Tom Anderson, WW5L, first earned his novice ticket in 1982 (KA5OOC) after wanting 

to earn a ham license since he was probably 10 or 11 years old back in the 1950s.  Just 

took him a while to get there.  He quickly passed his technician exam at the Dallas FCC 

office and then spent three years studying for his general.  He advanced to general, 

advanced, and extra within a month in 1985.  His second love, besides his first love 

XYL Cheryl (WY5H) was in amateur radio public service first as a 40 and 80 meter 

traffic handler and later helping with communications on many civic events, which he 

did until he was bitten by the DX bug in 1987 thanks to LSDXA member Bob Mennell 

WB5IUU.  He was the West Gulf division’s representative on the old ARRL National  

Public Service Advisory Committee for several years before being named its chairman 

in the late 1980s along with an appointment as the North Texas Section’s public 

information coordinator.  He is a retired newspaper reporter and photographer.  But the 

DX bug bite was too strong so he slowly devoted his time to first chasing DX, then 

being the DX as V31EF in Belize on an exchange program between the U.S. and Belize 

Boy Scouts in 1987.   In graduate school in 1995 he was G0/WW5L in the United 

Kingdom, while studying international mass communications in London.    In 2003 he 

was 7P8TA in Lesotho and in 2006 his call was C91TL in Mozambique, while on 

DXpeditons to Africa.  He also was invited to be a guest operator (along with his XYL 

Cheryl WY5H) in 1995 at KH6BB—the Battleship Missouri amateur station at Pearl 

Harbor Hawaii.   In 1997 he was one of the operators of K2BSA at the National Boy 

Scout Jamboree and plans to go back in 2010, the 100
th

 anniversary of Boy Scouting in 

the United States.  Tom is also a radio merit badge counselor. 

 

Biographies of other directors will be in future issues. 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LSDXA Ham Com CW Contest        

                

Winner of the first annual LSDXA CW Contest at Ham Com was Gerald Chouinard, 

K5YAA, of Claremore OK, who copied 45 of 105 calls correctly.  He won a Begali 

"Sculpture" keyer. 2nd place and winner of a Begali "Spark" straight key was Jeff 

Steinman N5TJ of McKinney TX, who copied 44. 3rd. place and winner of an Array 

Solutions donated CW filter was Stan Arnett AC8W of Marysville MD, who copied 42 

calls correctly. Winner of the "Anchor Award" was Victor Paul WB0TEV of Greenville 

TX. The "Anchor" prize included a mobile "strap on" leg iambic keyer from MFJ Inc. 

and a Gordon West donated Morse CW code course. 

 

Special thanks go to our prize donors: Piero Begali and Bruna Begali of Begali Keys, 

Jay Terleski and Bob Naumann of Array Solutions, and Richard Stubbs of MFJ. 

  

Thanks also go to our judges: West Gulf Division Director Coy Day N5OK, West Gulf 

Vice Director Dr. David Woolweaver K5RAV, noted written and CW test 

preparer Gordon West WB6NOA, and noted author and ARRL representative Ward 

Silver, N0AX.  Supervising judge  was LSDXA Information Director Tom  Anderson, 

WW5L. Administering the test was Rick Barnett N0RB of 

Plano, while Tom Hammond N0SS of Lohmann MO prepared the test. 

  

The test consisted of copying 105 calls at varying speeds and conditions similar to those 

found on the air.  The test was also similar to the one conducted 

at the Dayton Hamvention by the Kansas City MO DX Club, and prepared by N0SS and 

administered by N0RB, for several years. The best scores at the Dayton 

contest are only in the mid-50 percent bracket. 

  

Other finishers were: 45-K5YAA, 44-N5TJ, 42-AC8W, 38-K6RV, 37-W5IZ 

35-WB5DNT, 33-tie between N5JB, K5OT, K3LR,W5OV, K5AC, 30-W0VX, 29-

W0U (either a O or D for last letter of call), 28-tie between W5RZ, K5RX, 27- tie 

between K5NZ (I think) name on sheet was "Pookie", WA5POK, KG5U, and W5DV, 

26-tie between K8DD and AD5MN, 25-K5BG, 22-"Jim", no call listed, 21-W5UQ, 18-

tie between K5BZH and WA5LFD, 14-tie between K1HZ and W5MJ, 13-K6RV, 1-

WB0TEV, and 0-N5ZM. 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

W5DXCC DX Dinner door prize  winner Cheryl Anderson, says thanks to Jay Terleski, 

WX0B, of Array Solutions for the K9AY 

Receiving Loop she won June 13 , thanks 

Jay Terleski, WX0B, of Array Solutions for 

donating the prize she won. 
. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

CW Contest Judges—Hard at work scoring the entries in the first LSDXA W5DXCC high speed CW 

copying contest were judges (l-r) West Gulf Director Coy Day N5OK, ARRL Rep. Ward Silver N0AX, 

West Gulf Vice-Director Dr. David Woolweaver K5RAV, and Gordon West WB6NOA, while 

supervising judge and LSDXA director Tom Anderson WW5L, and contestant Bob Hardie W5UQ look 

over some of the scores with LSDXA President Dave Jaksa W0VX,  Ham Com exhibitor and CW prize 

donors Jay Terleski and Bob Naumann look on. 

 

                                                  

LSDXA Vice Director Bill Priakos  enjoys a 

quiet moment during his 2008 DXpedition as 

J79SJ.  
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CW CONTEST 

PRIZE DONORS 

Piero Begali and his 

daughter Bruna 

Begali show off one 

of the keys at the 

May Dayton 

Hamvention they 

donated to the 

LSDXA’s  CW  

Copying 

Competition in 

June.   The Begalis 

donated the first and 

second prizes given 

out in the CW 

competition. 

 

 
 

DOZENS of hams 

attended each of the 

four programs 

presented Saturday 

during Ham Com 

by the Lone Star DX 

Association. Most of 

the seats in each 

program were filled 

and some programs 

were standing room 

only. 

 


