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 Video of the  1993 expedition to Howland Island, supposed to have been a landing place for Amelia Earhart. 
A nine day expedition turned into a fifteen day trip due to high surf so they soldiered on ! 
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The President’s Letter 
de N5KM 

 

 

Please join us on September 15 for the quarterly LSDXA meeting at Spring Creek BBQ in 

Irving. The program will be a DVD presentation of the 1993 AH1A Baker & Howland 

DXpedition. Bob, K4UEE along with ten other operators activated this DXCC Country in 

January-February 1993. Howland Island is a 400 acre, flat coral island 1/2 mile wide and 1 1/2 

miles long, located roughly 50 miles North of the Equator and 1,700 miles Southwest of 

Hawaii. It's believed that this had been only the second operation from Howland Island since 

WWII. Over 52,000 QSOs were made by the AH1A team.  

 

HamCom was again a great success this year. The LSDXA dinner was attended by 175 people; 

down a bit from last year but this was not a national convention site this year. The food was 

excellent and there were no complaints. Winner of the FT2000, WA5NFC, sent us a nice thank-

you note. 

 

Elections were held at the brief LSDXA meeting at HamCom on Saturday, June 9. Dave, 

W0VX did not run for reelection as President. However, at the meeting a motion was made, and 

passed, that the previous past president shall be a voting member on the board. The elected 

officers for 2012-2013 are: 

 

In addition the following Vice-Directors remain in place: 

 

 K9MK, Mike Krzystyniak – DXCC Card Checker 

 K5AC, Tim Pearson – Reflector Vice-Director 

 N5KD, Pete Hicks – WWW Vice-Director 

 

This is a good opportunity to introduce myself to the membership. I was first licensed as 

WN4FNR in March 1967 when I was a senior in high school in Hollywood, Florida. The DX 

bug bit immediately since cycle 20 was nearing its peak and 15m was hopping. I quickly 

upgraded to WB4FNR. I moved to Texas after graduating from Georgia Tech and became 

N5KM when Extras were allowed to select a personal callsign. I hired on at Rockwell-Collins 

as an engineer in 1974. While there I helped reconstitute the Rockwell-Collins Amateur Radio 

Club along with George, K5GH, and Dick, K5QY. I'm on Number 1 DXCC Honor Roll, 

5BDXCC, and have 197 zones confirmed for 5BWAZ (though not applied for, yet). I've 

recently become active on 6m. Currently, I am retired and working on various antenna projects.  

 

 

 

 

N5KM, Kris Mraz - President N5TY, Ken Knudson – Secretary/Treasurer  

N5PG, Paul Godwin - Information Director W0VX, Dave Jaksa – Past President Director  

N0RB, Rick Barnett - Activities Director  
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Worth reading.  

 

If only it was followed by all. 

During the past quarter the board has approved funding of several Dxpeditions:  

 

In addition, the board voted to not fund 1A0C. 

 

As many of you are aware there is a new contest-oriented radio club for the DFW area. It is 

the DFW contest Group (http://www.dfwcontest.com).  

As of this writing there are 25 LSDXA members who are also members of DFWCG (myself 

included). There is a link to the DFWCG on our home page on the left hand menu. If you are 

interested in contesting this is a very active group with enthusiastic leadership. Membership 

is free. 
 

GoList owner, John Shelton, K1XN, has solicited nominees for the QSL Manager of the 

Year. LSDXA members were polled for their input and the following QSL Managers were 

submitted: 

 
 

  
73,  Kris, N5KM 
 
 

 

PT0S  - $500, Nov. 10-22, 2012 3D2C  - $500, Sept. 24 – Oct. 5, 2012 

ZL9HR - AU$500, Nov. 28 – Dec. 9, 2012 D64K  - €200, Aug. 8-21, 2012. 61,164 

QSOs. (I hope you're in the log!) 

  

G3NUG, Neville Cheadle WF5E, Les Bannon 

W3HNK, Joe Arcure W5JAY, Jay Bromley 

N2OO, Bob Schenck M0URX, Tim Beaumont  

Silent Key 
LSDXA member Chuck Shinn, W5PG, ex-W7MAP, became SK  July 18 2012. 

73 Chuck 
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W5DXCC at Ham Com Plano June 2012 

 
The club was well represented at Ham Com this year. The DXCC card checkers organised by 

Mike K9MK did  nearly non-stop business on Friday and other members at the booth fielded 

questions, took renewals and signed up a few new members as well. 

 

At our DX dinner Friday evening once again Collin College put on a good spread for the atten-

dees and the excellent audio/visual setup allowed for an exciting presentation by Bob K4UEE 

on the HK0NA expedition earlier this year. Bob’s talk was precede by some frequently amusing 

comments from ARRL First Vice-President Rick, K5UR. 

 

 
My neighbor came to the door and said 

“Your tower is on FAHR !” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tim, K5AC with one of his DX-Stamp cer-

tificate frames which he generously gave as 

a door prize. Save those foreign stamped 

QSL envelopes for Tim. 
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Earl, N5ZM accepting the DX Hog of 

The Year Award.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

             OINK 

 

Good job, Earl. 

 

 

 

 

                 

 

 

Bob, K4UEE telling of HK0NA and its chal-

lenges 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

K9LA, Carl, briefing us on the outlook for 

Solar Cycle 24 
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A Jaunt to Montserrat, VP2M 

Bill Priakos W5SJ with Bob Hardie W5UQ 

Bob and I have been on four of these ventures together and hope our health holds up so we can 

continue for a few more years.  He is my Elmer (in many ways) and helped me get started when 

we lived in Fort Smith, across the street from one another in 1952!!!!  We have been on the air 

close to 60 years now…hard to believe. He spent 50 years in broadcasting engineering, retiring a 

few years ago as Chief Engineer of a TV station in Tampa, Florida, capping off his career with 

the conversion of the station from analog to digital…a fitting finish!  He says he is slower now, 

but who isn’t and he still is my hero with his incredible knowledge and skill in trouble shooting 

electronics.  While we were there, he fixed the host’s AL80A amplifier.    

I (Bill) had been to Montserrat three years before and rented a place from Graham Dawes, 

VP2MDD, whose home comes with a five element 6 meter beam and dipoles.  My goal each 

July is to participate in the CQ WW VHF contest.   

For four years now, I have tried it but each time, the “e-

skip” gods have not smiled on me.   This year, my Elmer 

and dear friend of almost 60 years, Bob, W5UQ (on the 

right), joined me at Gingerbread Hill where George, 

K2DM, has built a fine station, including an easy to use, 

55 foot crank up tower.  The two intrepid ones had been 

to ZF, V31 each of the previous two years and in 1996, 

as VP2EUU & VP2ESJ in Anguilla for just a ham 

holiday, staying at Dave and Dorothea, VP2EE’s home 

and station.  

To further enhance the 6 meter contest this year, I (Bill) purchased from M2, a 6M7JHV, and 

talked Bob (make that, begged) into lugging his still heavy Expert Amp, 1K-FA to use on 6.  

Hey, this is a setup to have at your home QTH!  Yes, we were set to rack up a big, big score, IF 

the conditions were there…as it turned out, they weren’t but more on that later.  

Montserrat has been plagued with disaster since the mid 

90’s.  The small, mountainous island of 12,000 people, 

over the last 10 years has been reduced to about 5,000 

since the Soufriere Hills volcano began snorting and 

finally erupting, covering the capital of Plymouth in 30 

feet of ash, a modern day Pompeii.  Those eruptions 

rendered the city and a total of 2/3rds of the island 

uninhabitable  - designated the “Exclusion Zone”. This 

part of Montserrat is still dangerous and is also illegal to 

enter. Officially, the volcano is still classified as 

“Active”. 
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A new capital is being  built on the northern third of the island 

at Little  Bay. That portion of the island is mostly a 

beautiful, verdant rain forest . There are a few very good 

restaurants on the island, but we really enjoyed Pont’s Beach 

Bar at Little Bay( see right).  John Ponteen is a real character 

and always has a booming, “hello, my brother” and a ready 

laugh!  

David and Clover Lea (photo below) have over the last twenty 

years, built a wonderful, idyllic spot…for living and for renting 

and now, with George, K2DM’s help, for a GREAT ham 

location. http://www.volcano-island.com/ .Their son toured 

us all over the island and into parts of the Exclusion Zone.  

You have a distant view of what remains of Plymouth.    

The first night we were able to put up an inverted vee and 

get on 20 & 30 meters.  By 10:30 the next morning we had 

built the 6M7JHV, reconstructed the Mosley CL-33 and had 

changed out a bad rotator and had the antennas on the tower.  

Having the top sun deck where the tower “nests” was of 

great value and no tower climbing was required.   The next day, we changed our inverted vee to 

40/30 and hung it from the tower.  For the second warc band that would be open, we threw up a 

17 meter inverted vee, which, unbelievably, worked great!  It was affixed to the top of a pole at 

the sun deck and so was 30’ lower than the 40/30 inverted vee. 

 We had a blast…Bob would work 20 CW while I would be 

on 30 or 40 CW with the IC756 PRO III…very few SSB 

contacts were made.  This was casual operating and in the 

six days, we totaled about 1,400 Q’s including 6 meters.   

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Oh yes, 6 meters.  After all the work packing the stuff in and building the 30’ boom m2 antenna, 

I had a total of 40 contacts in the CQ WW VHF contest.  A real bust.  BUT,  hours after the 
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contest, we had a brief but terrific opening and 35 contacts were entered into to the log, including 

LSDXA member, Earl, N5ZM, K5UR, W3UR and others. 

 Antenna work, parrot 

aided 

         

 

Mosley CL33 and M2 6mtr ready to go                                                                            Bill replacing the rotator 

 

It was a terrific time.  We hope to be able to pass along our adventures at an LSDXA meeting 

sometime.  

Vy 73, Bob, VP2MUQ/W5UQ,     Bill, VP2MSJ/ W5SJ 

(Bill served multiple terms as LSDXA President in the mid-1990s, ed) 
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The CY9M Story 
  
by Mike AB5EB 
  

To truly appreciate the experience of CY9M it is important to have a good understanding of the team’s 
destination. The history of the place alone starts to explain the islands rarity.  St. Paul Island is a small uninhabited 
island that sits along the boundary of the Gulf of St. Lawrence and the Cabot Strait. Sitting just 24km (15 mi) north 
of Cape Breton, Nova Scotia, it does not seem a likely place to find a top 40 DXCC country. Why this island was so 
needed for being in such an easy location was a question the whole team pondered. The island and the seas would 
answer all these questions for us. 
 
The island itself is made of hard granite 
rock and the coastline is completely 
circled by rugged cliffs. The island looked 
more like a fortress, daring anyone to 
come near. Where there may be a way to 
make a gentle climb down to the water’s 
edge, the rocks in the surf would warn off 
even the most oblivious of boat captains. 

 
Even though it would seem obvious that 
no ship would approach her shores under 
sail, more than 350 ships have been lost 
to the island, and more than a thousand 
sailors have been buried on the island. In 
one wreck alone, in 1834, the Sibylle lost 
over 300 sailors who were buried in mass 
graves on the island. During the shipping season when the island is ice free, it's often shrouded in fog which has led 
it to being known as the “The Graveyard of the Gulf.” 
 

The island was first recorded by the Italian explorer Giovanni Caboto (John Cabot) 1450-1499. However 
the Mi’kmaq people of Nova Scotia likely visited the island before this. So with this brief history you can start to 
understand why CY9 is not frequently found on the airwaves. It is not an inviting location even the locals believe it 
to be haunted with ghosts. 
  

 The team of CY9M consisted of (from left to right) 
Bill N2WB, Colin MM0NDX, Vicky SV2KBS, 
Steve VA3FM, Kevin VE3EN, Bjorn SM0MDG, 
Simon IZ7ATN, George EA2TA, (myself) Mike 
AB5EB and Christian EA3NT. After over a year 
of planning and much discussion, the team met 
in Sydney, Nova Scotia on July 24th, 2012. 
After mostly late night arrivals, it was not until 
the 25th that the team began making final 
preparations for the island. Much help had 
been offered by Al VE1AL (CY9DXX 1988) and 
Phil VE1BVD. Without these guys on the 
ground in Sydney, I seriously doubt this 
expedition would have taken place. They were 
able to help us store equipment in Sydney prior 
to our arrival. They also helped secure some of 
the needed camping supplies from local stores. 
The team departed Sydney at 3pm for the 

The CY9M Story

The CY9M Story

 by Mike AB5EB

The CY9M Story
by Mike AB5EB
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journey north to Bay St. Lawrence in northern Nova Scotia which is about a 3 hour drive and the place where we 
would meet the boat captain. It took a van, two trucks, and one trailer to get all the operators and the supplies to 
Bay St Lawrence. The road north is through the final stretch of the Appalachian mountain range before it 
disappears into the north Atlantic, with St. Paul Island being its last breath of air. The road is filled with dangerous 
curves and moose, which I saw two of.  
 

We arrived a little behind schedule to Bay St. Lawrence, which may have been a blessing in disguise as the 
wind was gusting 50 knots with seas over 10ft. This would have made an evening landing impossible, which we had 
initially thought might be achieved that night. It was late for us to get any sort of lodging at the local camp and in 
the pitch dark with our new tents we had acquired in Sydney no one felt like setting them up in the dark. The 
Captain showed pity and offered us to sleep in the berths of two of his crab boats. Kevin and Steve staked claim to 
the first boat, which would take us to St. Paul. However the stench of the second boat of fish and crab was more 
than any of the members wanted to try to sleep through. Half the team slept on the pier after setting up our tents 
without stakes and weighing them down with our bags from the wind. Col, Bill and Vicky slept in the hull of an 
adjacent boat. It was after midnight before we finally were all in bed. Being so close to St. Paul was exciting for the 
team after a long day of packing and travel. Our wakeup call was at 4am at which point we'd fill twenty 25 
liter cans with fuel and then head to the island. The captain felt confident that there would be a window of good 
weather for landing in the morning. As we all drifted off to sleep we could only hope he was worth his word. 

 
4am arrived and with less than four 
hours of sleep the adrenaline was 
running high - we were all eager to 
make the trek to St. Paul Island. 
However, it took little more than 
getting out of the harbor to realize 
that this would be no joy ride. The 
seas were an easy 6 to 7 feet and 
they were confused, coming from 
different directions. The captain, 
forgetting he had more than his 
seasoned deck hands and crab on 
board, plowed through the seas, 
much to the disliking of the 
crew. Two of the team became quite 
sick on the trip out, and before we 
even got to the island, spirits were 
starting to fall - and the reality of St. 
Paul was starting to begin. 
  

As we came around the southern tip of the island we entered Atlantic Cove, or Governors Cove, according 
to the locals. The landing site was white with breaking water and it prompted the Captain, in his thick Cape Breton 
accent “Oh, didn’t expect this, don’t think you guys will be getting on the island today.” What comfort we gain 
from the slightly calmer seas as we approached the island was quickly lost as the team faced the reality of possibly 
not getting on the island at all. 

 
However, after ten minutes of maneuvering the captain felt that we would be able to make a landing, 

although it would be in less than ideal conditions. After rigging up the dingy with a 300ft rope that just reached the 
landing stage, Kevin VE3EN was the first operator to land on the island. I followed him and it was clear to Kevin and 
I that landing on the island was not going to be the biggest issue of the day. We had been told about the cliffs that 
guard the island but it seemed not much of a concern until we saw the 20ft granite face! There was a small crevice 
to the right of the face that a person could fairly easily climb, however it was not realistic to carry any supplies up 
this route. One misjudgment by any of us ascending the cliff would likely mean a quick end to the expedition. 
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After Kevin and I climbed the 
cliff-face, Simon landed on the 
island to help coordinate the 
supplies off the dingy and tied 
them onto a rope that Kevin and 
I hauled to the top. The supplies 
began to pile up on the landing 
stage and it became obvious 
that the task at hand was going 
to take hours. Col, Bjorn and 
Vicky helped raise the supplies 
until the operating tents were 
lifted and then they went to set 
up the shacks. Simon joined 
Kevin and I at the top while 
George, Steve, Christian and Bill 
worked on moving the supplies 
up the beach and tying it to the 
rope. The edge of the cliff was 
very loose, and there was a 
constant threat of rocks falling 
down on the crew below, as 

many did. We were very fortunate, after six hours of lifting, we had no injuries. The final piece to lift was an 85kg 
generator. We had initially planned on taking much smaller generators due to the anticipated cliffs and hauling, 
but when the bigger generators were offered free to the group we lost our better judgment and went with the 
bigger generators. It took seven guys at the top of the cliff and three below to raise the beastly generator. The 
team had serious doubts on our ability to raise the generator after 3 failed attempts. The problem was a rock that 
stuck out of the cliff about 7 or 8 feet up the side. With the lighter loads we had been able to manipulate the load 
to get around it. However, with such a large load we could not swing it. It was not until George was able to climb 
an adjacent rock at the bottom and pull the generator to the left of the rock that success was at hand. 

 
Getting the generator to the top was a big 
moral victory however the sun and 6 hours 
of heavy lifting had drained the team. The 
final push to the operator site was about 
200 yards over flat ground, including about 
30 yards of marsh with water up to our 
ankles. No member could escape the 
physical labor, and it took a serious toll on 
the team. The following hours seemed to 
drag on in an effort to get radios 
connected, antennas up and personal living 
quarters squared away. A minimal amount 
of gas, water and food were brought across 
the marsh in an effort to focus on 
the immediate needs of the stations. It was 
not until about 9pm that we made a 
concerted effort to get at least one station 
up and running. CY9M was now on air with 
a 20m VDA and instant pileups. 

 

Page 11



 It was discouraging to the 
whole team that it had taken so 
long to get on the air. Simon 
had single handedly 
assembled 2 Hex beams, Steve 
and Kevin had put up the 6m 
station, George and Christian 
had worked on the computer 
networking and Bjorn and I 
started on the 160m and 80m 
vertical with the rest of the 
team all pitching in where 
needed. We were able to get 
the 17m VDA up, and after 
sundown, we cut a 40m ¼ 
vertical with one radial for CW. 
After all this everyone on the 
team was exhausted, mainly 
from the heavy lifting, and the 

night ended early for the team. I think it is fair to say that we were disappointed by the amount of time it took for 
us to get on the air. However it was not for a lack of effort and we all now understood the true challenge of CY9 
and the toll it had taken on the team. 
 

The following morning was met by a sense of urgency by the team to get more stations on the air. We had 
gotten much needed sleep and the island was smiling on us with nice weather. The seas were more pleasant and 
the team was back at making antennas and putting contacts in the log. We raised the first Hexbeam for the CW 
station. Simon had put a second one together, and it had been placed between the SSB and CW tent with a coax 
long enough to reach both. We had hard boiled eggs to start each day and Vicky and Bill assumed the cooking. We 
only had one hot meal a day, which was usually pasta with some sort of meat and sauce. Dinner was a pot of food 
and we had plenty for everyone. However, depending on the task at hand or the pile up you may be eating a cold 
meal. The food served its purpose though - dinner was not a reward or social event - it was just for the needed 
energy to carry out the day’s work. 
  
We were able to get the 
160m vertical up before 
sundown on the second 
day as well as the listening 
array.  The 160m receiving 
antenna array was built 
using two opposite facing 
pennants remotely 
switched with a receive 
antenna coax switch from 
DX Engineering, who 
sponsored the team. As 
the sun went down on our 
second day the 80m 
vertical still lay on the 
ground and the 40m 
vertical had been moved 
to a new location where 
we would later add a second vertical to build a 2-element phased array for 40m. Simon, Christian and I built a 30m 
¼ wave vertical. The initial SWR was about 1.5 but at 9 MHz. So after cutting it to 9.5 MHz Christian decided we 
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should put 4 raised verticals instead of one on the ground. It should be noted that the antennas were less then 
15m from the sea. After putting the elevated verticals we had to add the wire we had cut back, the antenna tuned 
at 1.5 SWR at 10.100. It is also worth noting that this antenna made over 3000 contacts on 30m CW with 500w. 
The 30m pile up was tremendous, and we would run that band all night. Col ran the 40m ¼ vertical with a huge pile 
up. The sun had set before we could complete the 2-element 40 meter phased array. The second night we ran 
30m/17m and 160m out of the CW tent with the SSB tent running 20m and 40m until the bands closed. 
 

Bjorn made several hundred contacts on 160m while Kevin ran 
80m CW and Vicky ran 30m until I relieved her for some rest. 
The 160m vertical was top loaded with 2 raised radials. The 
radials were close enough to the sea to get salt spray on them 
and both of them worked great. The 80m vertical was a ¼ wave 
with only 2 raised verticals along the sea as well. The antennas 
were close enough that their radials overlapped a little. 
However using filters loaned by GM3YTS both stations could run 
at the same time without interference. Kevin had a nice run 
with the 6m station putting several hundred stations in the log 
along the east coast of NA. I was even able to make a few 6m 
contacts which were one of my goals for the trip. Unfortunately, 
no EU openings occurred on the Magic band. 
 

 
On day three the team was starting to get 
rested, and into a good rhythm. The first day 
had been so draining physically, that it really set 
us back. We still had a little antenna work left. 
Bjorn and Steve finished a 40m 2-element 
phased vertical array that used a Comtek 
Phasing Unit. This antenna worked really well 
and allowed for us to limit the pile up somewhat 
by listening either east or west. Col and Steve 
used the array on 40m SSB on the third night 
with the ensuing pile being tremendous. We 
used three MW0JZE Hexbeams on HF which worked very well also. After day 3, the operating site was covered 
with no less than 11 antennas. 
 
There were a total of 6 stations being built in two camps. Closest to the sea was the CW and 6 meter tent, 50 
meters to the West the SSB tent which also hosted the Digi mode station. All stations were built using support 
from Elecraft with their K3 radios as the center piece. Two of the stations where using Acom 1011 amplifiers, one 
station using a HVLA700 amplifier loaned to us by RF Power and the other ALS-500 12 volt amps. The stations and 
antennas where hooked up together using gear from DX Engineering who also supplied the material used to build 
the low band RX antennas. All radios where running on 12 volt using an uninterruptable power supply built from 4 
car batteries being constantly charged by a 55 amp chargers powered by the 5.5 kW generator. This way our radios 
where always running even during generator down time, and both camps including their amplifiers where 
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powered from one single generator keeping the fuel consumption to a minimum, about 2/3 of the specified fuel 
consumption minimizing the environmental impact on St Paul. 
 
The 30m pile up was tremendous and would see run that band all night. Indeed 30m would turn up to be the band 
with more QSOs than any other with Christian focusing every morning, just after sunrise, on JA, VK and ZL stations 
which were coming right through the North Pole with very fluttery signals which. Combined with the pile up and a 
lot of patience, it was a real struggle to pull out individual Callsigns. For this reason we had to ask for QRS QRS… 
 
As a team we were really starting to hit our stride and there was time to enjoy a little of the island itself. Due to 
the thick growth it was not possible to walk very far but we were able to get about. There was a seal that would 
frequent the waters near our operating site. He seemed to look on in curiosity. Out of desperation Kevin had tied a 
few cold beers in a plastic bag and placed in the water to cool them. However the bag ripped and Kevin had to take 
a swim to rescue two of them. That is dedication for a cold one! The pile ups were never ending and the weather 
had been holding nicely. With most of the work done, it was now time to enjoy the station. We even drank some 
wine with our dinner and Bjorn and I enjoyed a nice cigar that evening. 

  
Our fourth day on the island was 
mainly operating. Simon and 
Christian retrieved more water 
from the landing stage as our 
supplies dwindled. We were able 
to put many more contacts in the 
log. It was a real challenge to 
work the JA’s, and even the west 
coast of NA was often weak, even 
with beams pointed at them. It 
was not usual to have EU louder 
off the back of the beam than 
some of the NA stations. The 
fourth night we ran 160m/80m 
and 30m again in the CW tent. 

The conditions were not as good as the previous night, but we still put lots of stations in the log. On the low bands 
static crashes were sometimes over +20dB. 

I was woken on day 5 by Kevin 
who said “We need to have a 
team meeting about tomorrow.” 
I knew this didn’t sound good. 
The weather was getting ready 
to change for the worse, and the 
Captain felt that if he did not pick 
us up that day, then he might not 
be able to get us for the next 
several days. With the possibility 
of bad weather and the concern 
of catching various flights home, 
we knew we had to leave that 
day. If 6ft to 7ft seas were 
considered decent conditions to 
make the trip out to the island, 
we had little interest in seeing 
what the seas would look like in 
“rough” conditions. We left Vicky 
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running the 20 CW pile as the rest of us began tearing down the antennas and camp. It all seemed to come down 
much easier then it went up! The seas were great for departure that day (24hrs later they would not have been) 
and we were able to load the boat with no real issues except the dingy sprang a leak. We had to empty the water 
out of it after each trip to the boat. 
  

After loading the boat the Captain 
took us around the island where we 
were able to see the north island. 
There is not an inviting place to land 
anywhere on the north or south 
island. The ride back to Bay 
St. Lawrence was very peaceful, it 
even allowed us to stop and take a 
team photo with the island in the 
background. Once at the dock, we 
quickly unloaded the boat and sold 
the excess gas, batteries and one of 
the extension cords. We went home 
with a much lighter load. Vicky, Bill 
and I made the trip back to Sydney in 
a truck. Seeing two moose on the way 
home was a nice treat. The best part 
though was the hamburger and warm 
shower! 

 
  Everyone made it back to 
Sydney safely. Had we not even made 

one contact that would have been a good accomplishment. For a group of 10 operators, half of whom were 
unknown to the group, the team came together very well. We all got to know each other very well over the 10 
days we were together.  Most of us don’t spend that much time with close family or friends in several years. It was 
an intense experience from not just a radio experience but from a human experience. Upon arrival back home I am 
already faced with ideas for the next trip for the group. If it is half the trip that CY9M was then it will be well worth 
it. We made just over 33,000 QSOs in 135 hours of operating.  
 
CY9M would like to sincerely thank all sponsors and donors who made this expedition successful.  
 
http://www.cy9m.com/ 
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Minutes of the LSDXA June 09, 2012 Meeting 

At Ham-Com 

 
 

 

The meeting was called to order at 12:00 Noon by President Dave Jaksa, W0VX. 

 

 

There were 27 members and guests in attendance: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Minutes of the April meeting were approved as published on the web site. 

 

A brief financial report was presented by Secretary Treasurer N5TY.  It was reported that we 

were in the black on Ham-Com and the DX Dinner. 

 

Elections were held and the following were elected: 

 

President – Kris Mraz, N5KM 

Information Director – Paul Godwin, N5PG 

Activities Director – Rick Barnett, N0RB 

Secretary/Treasurer – Ken Knudson, N5TY 

 

A motion was made to amend the by-laws to add the Past President to the BOD as a voting 

member.  Motion passed. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 12:20 PM 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Ken Knudson, N5TY 

 

K2XB Chuck Woodlee

K5DHY Bill Engel

K5DU Susan King

K5HW Bud  Walton

K5NA Richard King

K5ND Jim  Wilson

K5QY Dick Sander

K6IPV Don Lisle

N0RB Rick Barnett

N2DPF David Bernheisel

N5JB John Barber

N5JC John Cadick

N5JR Joel Rubenstein

N5KD Pete Hicks

N5KM Kris Mraz

N5PG Paul Godwin

N5ZM Earl Smith

NV5E Robert May

W5BL Doug Loughmiller

W5DNT Dan White

W5FI Gary Jones

W5IO Maury  Guzick

W5LT Bob Kellow

W8FN Randy Farmer

WA5ICA Michael Walters

WB0TEV Victor Paul

WD8JKV Ray Moyer		
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ARRL Outgoing QSL Bureau 

 

At each  meeting LSDXA will collect and ship QSL cards to the ARRL Outgoing QSL Service.  You are still re-

sponsible for paying the ARRL Outgoing QSL Service fee but LSDXA will ship all collected cards to ARRL HQ.  

This is a trial program with the specific intent of providing a club service and getting higher attendance at our 

meetings. 

 

In order to participate in this program you must: 

Be a current paid member of LSDXA 

Be in attendance at the quarterly meeting 
Wrap together with a rubber band: 

Your properly sorted QSL cards 

Your proof of ARRL Membership 

Your check for the proper amount made out to ARRL Outgoing QSL Service 

See http://www.arrl.org/outgoing-qsl-service for ARRL Outgoing QSL Service details. 
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LSDXA By-Laws 
By-Laws of the Lone Star DX Association  

Revision August 6, 2012 

 

Preamble:  

We, members of the Lone Star DX Association who wish to secure for ourselves, family, and friends the pleasures 

and benefits of association with the membership, do hereby re-constitute ourselves as the Lone Star DX Associa-

tion and enact these By-Laws as our governing constitution. 

Article I The Association Name  

The name of this organization shall continue to be "The Lone Star DX Association," sometimes referred to by its 

acronym "LSDXA." 

Article II Association Purpose  

The purpose of the Lone Star DX Association is: 

1) Support the Amateur and DXing community, and to promote camaraderie among the membership. 

2) To promote DX information nets, the DX Packet Cluster network, and our LSDXA web site as tools for DXers. 

3) To nominate membership for services within the W5 region. This includes DXCC QSL checking, W5 bureau 

card managers, and technical consulting where needed. 

4) To periodically conduct programs and/or activities to advance the general interest and welfare of the member-

ship and the amateur community 

Article III Offices  

Each year the Principal Office of the Lone Star DX Association will be located at the Membership Director's home 

address. The Principal Office is permitted to change after each election providing the changes are publicized per 

Article V. 

Article IV Membership  

LSDXA membership is open to all radio amateurs interested in any form of DXing on all radio frequencies, in ei-
ther a casual or sport person-like competitive manner. All members when called upon are requested to endeavor to 

serve the clubs' interests. 

Article V Meetings  

At the June Membership Meeting and Elections changes were proposed to our by-laws. The revised by-laws 

are posted below and will be voted upon at the September 15 2012 meeting. 
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The LSDXA Membership shall formally meet at least once annually. The Board of Directors shall set the date, lo-

cation, and time. The purpose of the annual meeting shall be electing next years' Directors and for the transaction 

of any business that may come before the club. At all meetings a quorum will consist of dues paid membership 

present. 

Other special or periodic meetings may also be called from time to time by the Board of Directors, or by an indi-

vidual Director with the consensus of the Board. 

An advisory, written or printed stating the date, the location, and the time of the meeting, shall be delivered to all 

members in good standing via U.S. mail or member approved e-mail. General announcements may also be posted 

on the DX Packet Cluster, an Internet Reflector, the LSDXA Internet home page, and other local general or specific 

information nets. Notice shall occur at least 10 days in advance of the desired meetings. 

Article VI Board of Directors  

The Governing body of the Lone Star DX Association is the Board of Directors and Vice Directors. 

This Board consists of Eight (8) members in good standing of the LSDXA. Four Director positions are elected by 

the membership, preside over all formal activities, and act as trustees with fiduciary responsibility for LSDXA. The 

immediate past president shall serve as a voting member of the Board until the subsequent annual election.  

There are three appointed Vice Director positions that are selected with the consensus of the "Elected Board," and 

shall serve for as long as they are willing to fulfill the duties of their office, or until the Elected Board requests their 

resignation. 

To be nominated for an Elected Director position the nominee must be a member in good standing and be nomi-

nated pursuant to procedures set forth in Robert's Rules of Order. The nominee must be willing to accept the ap-

pointed position and execute the duties described below. 

To be nominated for an appointed Vice-Director position the nominee must be a member in good standing and be 

nominated pursuant to procedures set forth in Robert's Rules of Order. The nominee must be willing to accept the 

appointed position and execute the duties described below. 

All members of the association present at the annual meeting will elect all nominees for an elected position. A sim-

ple majority is needed to be elected to a position. It is suggested that "Elected Directors" shall not serve more than 

two consecutive terms in the same office. 

A list of the Board positions and basic responsibilities follow: 

Chief Director and President: (Elected)  

Will oversee meetings of the LSDXA and the activities of the club itself 

Activities Director: (Elected)  

Will provide and arrange for membership presentations at meetings. 

Membership Director and Secretary-Treasurer: (Elected)  

Will collect dues from the members and maintain a bank account for the association. This account will be used to 

deposit dues and other receipts, and payout moneys to persons, organizations or DXpeditions with the approval of 

the membership at a meeting.  
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The Membership Director shall serve as Secretary/Treasurer of the association and shall keep minutes of all meet-

ings 

Information Director: (Elected)  

Will print and distribute, or communicate information on upcoming meetings and programs to regular and potential 

members. 

President Emeritus: (Immediate past president) 

Will provide advice and continuity to further the goals of LSDXA. 

   

Reflector Vice-Director (appointed) 

Will manage and moderate the LSDXA reflector. 

WWW Vice-Director: (appointed) 

Will manage and develop the LSDXA home page and information services. 

Hamfest Vice-Director: (appointed) 

Will be the association' liaison to HamCom or other notable hamfest activity in the region. He will offer LSDXA 

assistance for DX or other programs of interest, and DXCC QSL card checking needs. 

All Vice Director positions require the elected Directors written approval to commit LSDXA to any event, or to 

providing LSDXA related services or moneys to a hamfest, meeting, or event. 

Article VII Conduct  

All members of the Lone Star DX Association are expected to operate within the limits of their individual licenses. 

A member of the Lone Star DX Association should strive to exhibit the highest operating standards. Any member 

that is convicted of a code of conduct violation will be stripped of their LSDXA membership. 

Article VIII Dues  

Dues for membership in the Lone Star DX Association are $25.00 per year. Dues are to be paid to the Membership 

Director and payable on January 31st of each year. Dues for first time members joining after June 1st  will be 

$15.00 ($20.00 family membership) for the first year only. 

Family memberships will follow a simple scale. Family memberships for two or more family members residing at 

the same address shall be $35.00 per year. 

Dues will be used to pay for mailings, costs incurred by the club for meetings, for donations to club selected causes 

such as DXpeditions or LSDXA sponsored activities or events, and to cover administrative costs including legal 

and banking fees. Except as noted in Article X, all donations to DX causes of any type must be presented to, and 

approved by the membership during a LSDXA sanctioned meeting or event. 
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Article IX Amendments  

The By-Laws of this club may be adopted by majority vote of the members attending the meeting called for the 

purpose of amending the by-laws. 

Article X Liability  

Proposed meeting or program expenses shall not exceed the uncommitted balance of the LSDXA bank account. 

Proposed donation expenses shall not exceed the uncommitted balance of the LSDXA bank account. 

All meeting or program expenses in the name of the LSDXA shall be approved "in advance and in writing" by the 

Elected Directors. A simple majority of the Elected Directors is needed to commit the LSDXA to a program ex-

pense limited to $1,000 per event. 

The Board may from time to time find it desirable to make unbudgeted donations between regular meetings. Any 

such donations must be approved by a two thirds (2/3) majority of the Elected Directors. These donations will be 

limited to not more than $1000 with no more than one such donation to an individual or group per year. 

All donations over $1,000 in the name of the LSDXA shall be proposed to the members at a regular meeting. The 
presentation, discussion, and vote for approval can only occur at a regular LSDXA meeting. A simple majority of 

the members in good standing present is required for approval. 

The LSDXA is not and shall not be liable for any debts incurred by its members other than those debts, which have 

previously been approved in writing by the Elected Directors. 

By-Laws of the Lone Star DX Association, Adopted on the 15 day of September 2012. 

Attest; 

Ken Knudson 

LSDXA Secretary-Treasurer 

 
Looks more like they might be right :( 

Page 21



Page 22



LSDXA Officers 
 

Elected Officers 
President -  Kris Mraz, N5KM 

Information Director - Paul Godwin, N5PG 

Activities Director - Rick Barnett, NØRB 

Secretary/Treasurer - Ken Knudson, N5TY 

 

Appointed Officers 
DXCC Card Checker -Mike Krzystyniak, K9MK 

Hamfest Vice-Director -  Ray Moyer, WD8JKV 

Reflector Vice-Director - Tim Pearson, K5AC 

WWW Vice-Director - Pete Hicks, N5KD 

LSDXA Net Manager - Victor Paul, WBØTEV 

 
 http://www.lsdxa.org 

Dues are Due 
 

The Renewal/Application Form can be found at:  http://www.dxer.org/paypal 

 

Please submit the form with your check and note your callsign on the check. Ken  thanks you ! 

       

Why Renew Your LSDXA Membership? 
 

Your dues go to supporting top 100 most needed DXpeditions.  Many of these simply 

would not happen without support from clubs like LSDXA 

Preferred QSLing and LoTW treatment for members from most supported DXpeditions 

 

Quarterly LSDXA Newsletters, Yahoo Reflector, members only Internet Chat room, and a 

helpful DX Web Site, www.lsdxa.org 

 

Quarterly meetings with interesting DX programs and fellowship. 

 

DXCC card checking at quarterly meetings 

 

Shipment of cards to the ARRL Outgoing QSL Service at quarterly meetings 

 

Participation in the W5DXCC Programs and DX Dinner 

 

Camaraderie and networking with other DXers 

 

Use of the LSDXA logo on your QSL card 
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