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LSDXA News 

April 2011 

Meeting 
April 16, 2011 

Lunch: 1130, Meeting: Noon  
 

Bodacious  BBQ 
1206 E. Division, Arlington TX 

(817) 860-4248 
 

PROGRAM 

 

ARRL Update 
John Robert Stratton, N5AUS, Vice Director, ARRL West Gulf Division  

 
 

John will present an update on the latest ARRL activities both at a national and West Gulf Division level. At the 

Division level, he will provide an update on his current legislative efforts to protect amateur radio from regulation 

by homeowner associations. And CC&Rs 

 

The West Gulf Division's legislation to eliminate homeowner association restrictions against Amateur Radio op-

eration, including the installation of towers and antennas was filed on March 10, 2011 by State Representative 

Warren Chisum as House Bill 3038. A copy of the bill is here HB 3038 Letter Size.pdf 

See NTX Section website: http://northtexas.westgulfdivision.org     Tnx SM Jay W5GM 

 

 

 

 

http://northtexas.westgulfdivision.org/HB%203038%20Letter%20Size.pdf
http://northtexas.westgulfdivision.org/
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The President’s Letter 
de W5DNT 

 

 
Greetings to all LSDXA members! 

 

The Sun has finally turned the corner! Solar Flux numbers have been into triple digit territory on many recent days, 

resulting in improved DX propagation. Hopefully you have been able to take advantage of some of the good 

openings. Many LSDXA members filled in band slots with LSDXA supported DXpeditions to South Orkney, Sao 

Tome and Sable Island. At this writing, Andaman Island (VU4PB) is active and workable, along with Bangladesh 

(S21YZ). Operations from Nepal (9N7AN) will begin later this month. These polar paths can be challenging from 

W5-land, so patience may be required. 

 

We very much appreciate all of you that have paid your 2011 dues! Since Ham Com, this has allowed LSDXA to 

disburse $3,200 in DX funding, divided between the following DXpeditions: VP8ORK, T6PSE, VK9C, S9DX, 
VU4PB and 9N7AN. Beyond the $25 annual dues, some members have chosen to contribute to our efforts above 

and beyond their dues. These extra contributions are very much appreciated and encouraged. 

 

Plans for LSDXA’s portion of Ham Com 2011 are being finalized. This year the ARRL National Convention will 

be held concurrently, so in addition to some interesting ARRL programs such as former FCC Special Enforcement 

Counsel Riley Hollingsworth, DXCC and 160M DXCC card checking will be available. Additionally, Mike 

Krzystyniak, K9MK, tells me other ARRL Awards such as WAS, WAC, VUCC, etc. may also be checked. 

 

For our Annual LSDXA DX Dinner, a “Texas BBQ” will be served, with DX Hall of Fame member Don 

Greenbaum, N1DG, as our keynote speaker. Don will share his experiences as a team member of the VP8ORK 

South Orkney Island DXpedition. Tim Pearson, K5AC, and Ken Knudsen, N5TY, have secured some great door 
prizes. More details will be forthcoming. 

 

Rick Barnett, N0RB, is lining up an excellent DX Forum for Ham Com. The program will include talks on 

operations from Sable Island (Randy Rowe, N0TG/CY0), Saba Island (PJ6A by Tim Pearson, K5AC) and Iceland 

(Richard King, K5NA). In addition, Don Greenbaum, N1DG, will share his thoughts on the future of large 

DXpeditions. Hopefully you will make plans to attend Ham Com this year, it is a great chance to renew old 

friendships and make some new ones! 

 

We hope to see you at the April 16th meeting. If you have any input or suggestions for the LSDXA Board to 

consider, we would love to hear from you. For now, good DXing! 

 
 

 
Dan White 

W5DNT 

W5DNT@ARRL.NET 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

mailto:W5DNT@ARRL.NET
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The 2011 W5DXCC Dinner  and Program 

Friday June 10 2011 6pm 
  
  
  

 
The dinner will be a Texas BBQ of brisket, chicken, ribs and sausage accompanied by the usual sides and des-

sert. 

  

Our speaker will be DX Hall of Fame member Don Greenbaum, N1DG who will  describe the exploits of the 

team that recently activated Signy Island in the South Orkney Islands group as VP8ORK. 

  

 

We will also have  drawings for some great door prizes rounded up by Ken, N5TY and Tim, K5AC. 

  

Yaesu FT-2000 transceiver 

Alpha model 4510 power meter (200mw to 3KW) 

Force12 antenna model Delta240 (2 ele yagi for 40m) 
Array Solutions Rig Expert model AA54 antenna analyzer 

Begali model Graciella Junior paddles in Palladium finish. 

Note: Must be present to win door prizes and must have bought a dinner ticket too ! 

  

Location has moved from last year, it will now be at the Collin County Jr College which is across Jupiter Rd 

immediately east of Plano Center. 

  

Tickets are priced at $39 per person and may be ordered from Rick N0RB. 

 

Make your check payable to “Lone Star DX Association” and mail to: 

 Rick Barnett, 657 Oakdale Dr., Plano, TX 75025. 
 

If you want a vegetarian meal please include a request with your ticket order. 

 

Tickets may also be ordered via the Ham-Com website and paid via credit card or PayPal: 

http://www.hamcom.org/attending-dx-dinner.cfm 

 

Tickets will not be mailed but will be available for pickup  from the LSDXA booth at Ham-Com. 

 

 As in previous years, numbers are limited so order early. 

 

(Tickets will also be sold at our next meeting, April 16 at Bodacious BBQ in Arlington ). 

LSDXA Reflector 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/lsdxa 

http://www.hamcom.org/attending-dx-dinner.cfm
http://www.hamcom.org/attending-dx-dinner.cfm
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/lsdxa/
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/lsdxa/
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Looking for a New DX Challenge? 

 
Dan White, W5DNT 

 

 

The wonderful thing about our great hobby of Amateur Radio is the fact that there are so many diverse aspects to 

pursue. For those of us focused on DXing, the same adage still rings true. One can go after bands, zones, modes, 

QRP or all of the above. One thing most DXers have in common is we all seem to love a challenge, including per-

haps even new twists applied to the game of DXing. The purpose of this article is to present such a new twist, for 
those who may be looking for new challenges and thrills within our hobby. For me, the thrill of DXing is the same 

one I feel while sitting in a deer blind, waiting for the “big one” to appear! 

 

Through total happenstance, I recently found myself the proud owner of a brand new ICOM 7000, with no clear 

purpose in mind for the radio. A decade ago, I had operated a very basic mobile station with limited results. The IC 

7000 is anything but basic, it is a feature loaded HF/VHF/UHF transceiver housed in a small mobile ready pack-

age. With this in mind, I considered the possibility of trying mobile again, but this time with one of the popular 

brands of highly adaptable “screwdriver” antennas. As I considered it, my main concerns were that I did not want 

to deal with the unsafe distraction of having to “tune” an antenna while driving; coupled with concerns as to how 

such a system could even be installed in my Tacoma truck. After some limited thought, I dismissed the idea almost 

altogether. 
 

Then one day on 17M I had a nice QSO with fellow ham Steve Fishman, KC2RFQ, who soon changed my mind. 

He described one of the automatic screwdriver controllers that interface with both the radio and the antenna motor. 

This device is not a conventional antenna tuner that electrically tunes the antenna, rather a controller that turns the 

screwdriver motor while automatically reading SWR via the radio’s data port, which makes tuning a “push button” 

cinch; safe for the driver. This single accessory resolved my first concern. Through his knowledge and experience, 

Steve provided the much needed push and encouragement for me to pursue mobile operations and we have contin-

ued to compare notes on the subject. 

 

Next I located a bright young man at a local auto electronics place, who for a very reasonable fee, was able to 

neatly and professionally wire power, RF, audio and the control head, with the radio itself mounted discretely un-

der the front seat. The under-seat vent was covered with duct tape, so as to prevent hot air in the winter from blow-
ing on the radio. In the summer, the tape can simply be removed and your rig will be cooled by cabin AC. A local 

welding shop then trimmed and attached an inexpensive but very stout 2” “hitch receiver extension”, purchased 

from a local farm supply store, to the side of my existing receiver hitch frame for a sturdy rear side hitch mount. 

All issues were now resolved and the mobile system was ready for service. 

 

Regardless of what mobile antenna you may elect to use, I strongly recommend some sort of automatic antenna 

tuner so that you are not required to be “head down” looking at an SWR meter while driving. Should you go with a 

screwdriver, the type described above is a must, in my opinion. A nice aspect of the screwdriver antennas is that 

most use standard 3/8” x 24 threads. This allows standard quick disconnects to be used, so you can easily experi-

ment with different whip lengths and capacity hats. In my case, a 6’ whip with a capacity hat for a total height of 

about 14.5’ is the preference, although for quick trips the system works with the capacity hat only, atop the large 
base coil. For fixed operation, there are even 10’ to 12’ “military style” collapsible whips that can be stored in the 

trunk yet rapidly deployed. Just think, with one of those, you now have a ready made Field Day station, complete 

with a comfortable chair, AC and built in emergency power! 

 

Another accessory that I would highly recommend is one of the audio DSP speakers, designed to filter out engine 

noise or repetitive static. Most such speakers have a phone jack, so it is feasible to use a headset on one or both 

ears, as controlled by local laws, which you should check on. With a VOX headset, you can not only monitor trans-

mitted audio with most rigs, but you can keep both hands on the wheel and both eyes on the road without getting 

tangled up in the proverbial microphone cord. Speaking of microphones, should you be so inclined, they can even 

be eliminated altogether by mounting a CW paddle on either the center console, in a cup holder or with a leg strap. 

Such a mobile CW setup keeps your sending hand within easy reach of the wheel, giving you yet another mobile 

option. 
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Finally a good RF ground is necessary, not just a DC ground. This is essential to minimize SWR, engine noise and 

RFI, and is easily accomplished with large grounding straps, screwed in with self tapping metal screws and bumper 

washers. Serrated washers were also added to bite into the metal for a better connection. Strap should be used, not 

wire, for better RF grounding. Ground straps were installed between the receiver hitch and frame, and between the 

frame and truck bed. It is noteworthy that this system has had no issues with RFI or ignition noise. A flat SWR is 
achievable on all bands, 80 through 10 meters. With the screwdriver antenna system, bandwidth is obviously not 

an issue. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Once this system was in place, the fun began. Very quickly I discovered that DX was easily within reach. Although 

there is no such thing as a “mobile DXCC”, I began tracking DX QSOs and seeking confirmations, simply as a 
personal challenge. In that process, I discovered that a new LOTW certificate for the “/M” designator could be 

used to sign the mobile QSOs. With this in hand, I am now able to effectively use LOTW for mobile confirma-

tions. After about six weeks of casual mobile operation, I now have 66 countries worked, with half confirmed. 

While a very long way from DXCC Honor Roll, it has been great fun so far. 

 

Some of my friends, such as LSDXA member Alan Brown, K5AB, are quite accomplished mobile DXers. Alan’s 

mobile total stands at 249 DX entities confirmed. Recently I mentioned the idea of a mobile DX award to ARRL’s 

DXCC Manager, Bill Moore, NC1L. Bill was interested, and said they would consider an award similar to the self-

certifying QRP awards, While such an award would not be a true DXCC award, it could still be a lot of fun. Just 

imagine, a mobile DX “CW endorsement”!  

On a final note, you do not have to be mobile “in motion”, nor do you have to be the driver to have plenty of fun. 
Please be safe and avoid any situations that push your comfort zone. There are plenty of nice roadside parks that 

offer great spots for DXing. Near my home, there is a great and little used park perched upon a bluff overlooking 

the lake, which provides good elevation. Besides, with mobile, there are no CC&Rs or next door neighbors to com-

plain. Just remember, safety first! 
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VK9C/G6AY 

A DX-PEDITION TO THE COCOS (KEELING) ISLANDS 
By Phil Whitchurch  G3SWH 

 

After last year’s DX-pedition to Christmas Island as VK9X/G6AY, our next logical step was a DX-pedition to the 

Cocos (Keeling) Islands in 2011.  If my memory serves me correctly, Jim, G3RTE and discussed it whilst we were 

in VK9X, although no decisions were made until a few months after we’d returned home.  Initially, Jim declined 

the trip as his XYL and he were planning a trip around the same dates.  Richard, G3RWL expressed an interest but 

we were unable to agree on mutually convenient dates due to our other commitments.  Fortunately, Jim’s plans for 

a family trip fell through around September 2010 and planning then started in earnest for an operation between 

22nd February and 5th March 2011. 

 

Licensing would be no problem as Australia is now covered under the CEPT T/R 61-01 system arrangements.  Our 

concerns of last year in not strictly complying with the 2009 requirements of the Wireless Institute of Australia 

(WIA), the Australian Communications and Media Authority (ACMA) in terms of callsigns had been nullified on 
Christmas Island, so we decided to use VK9C/G6AY. 

 

History 
In 1609 Captain William Keeling was the first European to see the islands, but they remained uninhabited until the 

nineteenth century.  A Scottish merchant seaman named Captain John Clunies-Ross from the Shetland Islands ex-

plored the islands in 1825, aiming to settle on them with his family.  Alexander Hare, also landed and settled with 

his slaves.  Clunies-Ross set up a compound on South Island consisting of his family and some other settlers. 

Hare's severely mistreated slaves soon escaped to work under better conditions for Clunies-Ross.  The workers 

were paid in a currency called the Cocos rupee, a currency John Clunies-Ross minted himself that could only be 

redeemed at the company store. 

 

On 1 April 1836, HMS Beagle under Captain Robert FitzRoy arrived to take soundings establishing the profile of 



 

Page 7 

the atoll as part of the survey expedition of the Beagle. The naturalist Charles Darwin, who was on the ship, stud-

ied the natural history of the islands and collected specimens.  

 

The islands were annexed by the British Empire in 1857 and Clunies-Ross’ son John George was appointed as 

Superintendent.  In 1867, the islands administration was placed under the Straits Settlements. Queen Victoria 
granted the islands in perpetuity to the Clunies-Ross family in 1886.  

 

On 9 November 1914, the islands became the site of the Battle of Cocos, one of the first naval battles of World 

War I.  The wireless and cable telegraph station on Direction Island, a vital link between the United Kingdom, 

Australia and New Zealand, was destroyed by sailors from the German light cruiser SMS Emden, which was in 

turn surprised and destroyed by the Australian cruiser, HMAS Sydney. 

 

During World War II, the cable station was once again a vital link.  Allied planners noted that the islands might be 

seized as a base for German raider cruisers operating in the Indian Ocean.  Following Japan's entry into the war, 

Japanese forces did occupy neighbouring islands. To avoid drawing their attention to the Cocos cable station and 

its islands' garrison, the seaplane anchorage between Direction and Horsburgh islands was not used.  Radio trans-

mitters were also kept silent, except in emergencies. 
 

After the Fall of Singapore in 1942, the islands were administered from Ceylon, and West and Direction Islands 

were placed under Allied military administration with a small garrison. Despite the importance of the islands as a 

communication centre, the Japanese made no attempt either to raid or to occupy them and contented themselves 

with sending over a reconnaissance aircraft about once a month. 

 

Later in the war, two airstrips were built, and three bomber squadrons were moved to the islands to conduct raids 

against Japanese targets in South East Asia and to provide support during the planned reinvasion of Malaya and 

reconquest of Singapore. In 1946 the administration of the islands reverted to Singapore. 

 

On 23 November 1955, the islands were transferred to Australian control.  In the 1970s, the Australian govern-
ment's dissatisfaction with the Clunies-Ross feudal style of rule of the island increased.  In 1978, Australia forced 

the family to sell the islands for the sum of A$6,250,000, using the threat of compulsory acquisition. John Cecil 

Clunies-Ross now lives in Perth, Western Australia although his son, John George Clunies-Ross still lives on West 

Island. 

 

Amazingly. the 2004 earthquake and tsunami centered off the western shore of Sumatra caused no casulaties. 

 

Geography 

The Cocos (Keeling) Islands is located in the middle of the Indian Ocean some 2750 km north-west of Perth, and 

900 km west south-west of Christmas Island, its closest neighbour.  Cocos lies approximately 12° south and 96.5° 

east, locating the islands in the humid tropical zone. Twenty-seven islands form two atolls. The main atoll com-

prises twenty-six islands encircling a horseshoe shaped lagoon. Some 25km to the north is a single uninhabited 
island, Pulu Keeling.  

 

Only two of the islands are inhabited, West Island (population circa 100) and Home Island (population circa 500).  

80% of Cocos Islanders are ethnic Malays and Sunni Muslim. 

 

Climate 

 

Cocos experiences two main seasons which tend to overlap: the trade wind season from April / May to September / 

October and the calmer doldrum season from November through to April.  Higher rainfall is experienced between 

March and July.  Between January and August the occasional low-pressure system may occur, usually between 

February and April.. Rain usually falls in the evenings, bringing glorious sunny days, although the average annual 
rainfall is 2,000 mm! Temperatures are fairly consistent no matter what the season, remaining around a comfort-

able 29°C with a minimum evening temperature rarely dropping below 20°C.  We monitored the weather forecast 

before we went and were somewhat disheartened to see two tropical cyclones in the area and a daily forecast of 

thunderstorms, which did not bode well for our LF band activities  
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The Economy 
There is a small and growing tourist industry focused on water-based or nature activities – not to mention amateur 

radio - but this cannot increased greatly due to a limited potable water supply.  Small local gardens and fishing 

contribute to the food supply, but most food and most other necessities are imported from Australia or elsewhere.  
The Cocos Islands Cooperative Society Ltd. employs construction workers, stevedores, and lighterage worker op-

erations. Tourism employs others. The unemployment rate was 11.3% in 2006. 

 

Getting There and Away 

There are no direct flights from the UK to Western Australia and the most economic flights I could find from Lon-

don to Perth were with Malaysia Airlines with a change of aircraft in Kuala Lumpur.  Bookings were made and 

Malaysia Airlines were receptive to a request for an additional free10 kg of baggage allowance each in exchange 

for some publicity 

 

Virgin Blue, a subsidiary of UK’s Virgin Group, serves Cocos with two passenger flights a week from Perth’s In-

ternational Airport.  Flights on Tuesdays go to Cocos, then on to Christmas Island, then back to Perth.  Saturday’s 

flights do the reverse.  Virgin Blue are the equivalent of Easyjet, and thus everything possible is charged for as 
“extra”.  The return fare from Perth / Cocos / Perth was almost 40% of the London / Perth leg!  My request for an 

additional free baggage allowance was not even acknowledged! 

 

Flight timings required an overnight stay in Perth on the outward journey and I contacted Kevin, VK6LW and 

Steve, VK6VZ with a view to a recommendation for a suitable hotel and the chance of an eyeball QSO (plus 

maybe a drink and a meal together).  Steve advised that the traditional hotel used by DX-peditioners on route to 

Cocos is the Sanno Maracoonda Motel, close to the entrance to the Perth Domestic Airport and a booking was duly 

made. 

 

Accommodation 
The islands’ Tourism Association web site gives a number of possible places to stay, but by far the best location 
from the amateur radio point of view is the Cocos Beach Motel, located on the west side of West island, very close 

to the beach and with a good take-off over the ocean.  There are 28 rooms in seven blocks of four, together with a 

restaurant.  Again, a booking was duly made together with an explanation of what we wanted to do in terms of 

erecting antennas etc. 

 

Publicity 
With all the hotels and flights booked, in October 2010 we issued an initial press release and created a new page on 

my web site.  We also started to approach various DX clubs and organisations for sponsorship towards the ex-

tremely high cost of mounting the DX-pedition. 

 

Almost immediately, I received an e-mail from Tim, NL8F, who had operated from the Cocos Beach Motel as 

VK9CF in March 2010, offering to help with background information.  Naturally, we jumped at the chance and 
Tim explained that, together with Lionel VK6LA aka VK9CB and Ron Grant, the manager of the Island Co-

operative, which runs the Motel, he has been trying to set up a permanent ham station in a spare room next to the 

restaurant.  Introductions to Lionel and Ron were invaluable, although the idea of the permanent station seems to 

have stalled for lack of investment.  Lionel even sent us a DVD and lots of still photographs of the motel layout.  

We were also given to understand that Bernd, VK2IA aka VK9AA had left some coax and antennas on the island, 

but when we contacted him Bernd explained that he’d since removed them.  Bernd very strongly recommended us 

to operate from room 28, which is in the most northerly block, closest to the ocean, so we particularly asked Ron to 

allocate rooms 28 and 20 for our use, so as to be able to maximise the physical separation between our stations. 

 

Antennas and Equipment 
Jim is a great lover of dipoles and was very keen to use vertical dipoles close to the ocean.  He also took a 12-
metre telescopic, fibreglass Spiderbeam pole.  I prefer to use a 30-metre long top doublet fed with 300-ohm ribbon 

cable.  With a small ATU, the doublet covers all bands from 80 to 10-metres and it’s easy to change bands without 

leaving the shack whereas, even in daylight, changing Jim’s dipoles tends to be a two-handed operation. 
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Jim took his Elecraft K2 and laptop running Wintest under Windows 7 in his hand luggage.  I put my Kenwood TS

-570D in the hold for the outward journey and carried a laptop running N1MM under XP in my hand luggage. 

 

The Outward Journey 
We met at Heathrow’s terminal 4 on the morning of Sunday 20th February for the flight to Kuala Lumpur, con-
necting with a flight to Perth and arriving there at around 3 p.m. the following day and checking into the Sanno 

Maracoonda Motel.  Quick phone calls to Steve and Kevin and a couple of hours sleep set us up for a very pleasant 

evening at a local restaurant.  Check in for the Virgin Blue flight the following morning was simple but as ex-

pected, we were charged for 22 kg of excess baggage.  We later learned that they don’t weigh hand luggage!  The 

flight was uneventful and the plane less than half full, so we had plenty of room, arriving on the island shortly after 

lunch.  Clearing Customs and Immigration was easy and we then walked across the road to the Motel only to find 

that we were in rooms 26 and 28 instead of 20 and 28 as had been booked.  Nothing could be done that day but the 

following day Jim was able to move to room 16, which was even further away from room 28 and also very close to 

the beach. 

 

Rigging the Antennas 
From Lionel’s video and photos, we had a fair idea of what to expect was available as far as trees to use as antenna 
supports, although we had floated the idea to Ron Grant of him supplying some scaffolding tubes in the same way 

that we had done on Christmas Island, but this proved unnecessary.  I rigged my doublet between two conveniently 

placed but not very tall palm trees about 5 metres from the beach.  Jim rigged two vertical dipoles for 12 and 17 

metres from two separate, conveniently placed palm trees that literally overhung the beach.  He was then able to 

lower these and change them for 40 and 80 metres as he wished.  We also borrowed a 6-metre scaffold pole and 

strapped Jim’s Spiderpole to it before lashing it to a convenient concrete post of the beach.  This was used as the 

support for Jim’s 80-metre antenna. 

 

On the air 
To minimise duplicate QSOs, we agreed to allocate individual bands to operators.  Jim had 12, 17, 40 and 80-

metres and I had 10, 15, 20 and 30-metres.  Jim made the first QSO with JR1GJP on 40-metres at 12.40 UTC on 
22nd February, which was just after local sunset.  My first QSO was with YB1RGK on 30-metres at 12.52 UTC.  

The bands didn’t open until around 04.00 UTC on most days, which meant that we had a fairly leisurely morning 

and a hectic afternoon and evening running the pile ups, which were quite fast and furious.  We always broke at 

around 12.00 UTC for a beer in the Cocos Club before dinner in the motel restaurant, which was dry, being run by 

Muslims. 

 

Conditions were not great by any means, following a large CME the week before but 10-metres opened to both 

Europe and Japan.  However, there was a lot of SSB QRM and I was forced to work “up 5” on most occasions to 

avoid it. 

 

12, 15, 17 and 20 were our “bread and butter” bands, and we made respectable numbers of QSOs on these bands.  

Jim also battled with 40-metres to make another respectable total. 
 

30-metres was a big disappointment for me, mainly due to an apparent lack of activity.  Logic would have dictated 

a move to 30-metres after 20-metres closed around 1600 UTC, but when I did, I just called CQ with no takers - 

except the occasional W6 or W7 who would say that we were the only signal on the band.  The Reverse Beacon 

Network was definitely not working to our advantage!  The only time the band started to open was on our last 

night, when I had to QRT early in preparation for the long journey home! 

 

80 metres was also disappointing, mainly due to the high levels of QRN created by the local thunderstorms and we 

made a much smaller number of QSOs than planned.   

 

Operating Standards 
Operating standards have definitely declined in the past 12 months.  I blame this primarily on the use of Skimmer 

and Decoders by operators who can’t read Morse by ear.  I was not troubled greatly by DQRM on my transmit 

frequency, (although Jim complained of someone putting a strong carrier on his receive frequency on several occa-

sions), but by strong stations who obviously couldn’t hear me when I replied and just continued to call, those who 
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would not stop calling whilst I was trying to make a QSO and those who tuned up on top of the pile up.  The enjoy-

ment of working the pile up was greatly reduced as a result of such poor operating and I came back feeling very 

disillusioned and de-motivated about making another DX-pedition.  Hopefully, that will change in a few months. 

 

Steve, VK6VZ e-mailed me the following when we’d returned home:  “After I worked you on 14MHz CW I spent 
about an hour listening both to your frequency and the behaviour of callers above it.  Three things stick in my mind 

– the jaw-dropping inability of some of the callers to do what you politely asked them to do (including some JAs, 

who definitely used to be the politest operators in the world); the stations who called CQ nearly on top of you and, 

despite being challenged about their behaviour, seemed distinctly disinclined to move away (including one experi-

enced G station, of whom describing his behaviour as a LID is being unkind to LIDs the world over); and your 

incredible patience and ability to pull stations out of the mire.” 

  

The Journey Home 
We left the island at around 10.00 UTC on 5th March facing the almost contiguous flights, arriving back in Heath-

row at 16.00 UTC on 6th March.  By the time I’d collected the car and driven home, I’d been travelling for 36 

hours non-stop and was quite exhausted1 

 
Armed with the advice about hand luggage on the Virgin Blue flight, I hand carried the TS-570D and reduced the 

excess baggage charge to a mere 14 kg.  Unfortunately, when we checked in for the Malaysia Airlines flight in 

Perth, the clerk claimed that, even hand carrying the radio, we were 3 kg over the enhanced baggage allowance and 

made us pay extra again, which we felt was rather miserly, although heaven only knows how much we were over-

weight on the outward flight without being charged! 

 

Statistics 

 

Logs 

The log was uploaded to LoTW and my web site on a daily basis whilst we were on the island.  Unfortunately, 

some of the earlier uploads to the web site were corrupted due to the poor Internet connection available, which led 

to lots of attempted duplicate QSOs and much angst amongst the Deserving.  As Roger, G3SXW wrote in a recent 

article “real-time DX-pedition on-line logs are sometimes more trouble than they are worth if reliable Internet con-

nectivity is not available”.  The final log is fully searchable at http://www.g3swh.org.uk/vk9c-g6ay.html, showing 

the operator’s callsign against each QSO.  Special, colour photo QSLs have been printed and are available either 

via the OQRS facility on my web site http://www.g3swh.org.uk/decision.html (recommended) or direct with SAE 
and adequate return postage.  Bureau cards can also be requested from the web site and will be processed as 

quickly as possible.  Cards are also available via the traditional bureau route. 

 

Our particular thanks go to our XYLs, Cheryl and Jan for allowing us to go; to Lionel, VK9CB / VK6LA for in-

valuable information, to Ron Grant, manager of the Cocos Island Co-operative for logistical support and to the 

management and staff of the Cocos Island Motel for making this DX-pedition possible; as well as to all of our 

sponsors (RSGB, Chiltern DXC, GM DX Group, EUDXF, GDXF, NCDXF, Clipperton DXC, LA DX Group, 

CWJF, Swiss DX Foundation, Lone Star DX Association, NIDXA, West Tennessee DX Association, SEDXC, 

Nippon DX Association and Malaysia Airlines) 

 

OP BOTH G3RTE G3SWH G3SWH G3RTE G3SWH G3RTE G3SWH TOTAL 

BAND 80 40 30 20 17 15 12 10 ALL 

QSOs 73 1,410 690 3,163 3,141 2,242 1,931 615 13,215 

DXCC 21 64 38 84 100 79 80 38 116 
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It’s Election Time Again 
 

The LSDXA elections will be held at Ham-Com June 11 2011. 

 

It is healthy for a club to have a turnover of at least some board members each year. 

 

The formal job descriptions from the bylaws are presented below.  
 

Any member in good standing who has an interest in any of these positions please make it known by con-

tacting any of the current officers. 

Article VI Board of Directors  

   

The Governing body of the Lone Star DX Association is the Board of Directors and Vice Directors.   

This Board consists of Seven (7) members in good standing of the LSDXA. Four Director positions are elected 

by the membership, preside over all formal activities, and act as trustees with fiduciary responsibility for 
LSDXA.  There are three appointed Vice Director positions that are selected with the consensus of the 

"Elected Board," and shall serve for as long as they are willing to fulfill the duties of their office, or until the 

Elected Board requests their resignation.   

 

To be nominated for an Elected Director position the nominee must be a member in good standing and be 

nominated pursuant to procedures set forth in Robert's Rules of Order. The nominee must be willing to accept 

the appointed position and execute the duties described below.  

  

To be nominated for an appointed Vice-Director position the nominee must be a member in good standing and 

be nominated pursuant to procedures set forth in Robert's Rules of Order. The nominee must be willing to ac-

cept the appointed position and execute the duties described below.   

 

All members of the association present at the annual meeting will elect all nominees for an elected position. A 

simple majority is needed to be elected to a position. It is suggested that "Elected Directors" shall not serve 

more than two consecutive terms in the same office.   

 

A list of the Board positions and basic responsibilities follows: 

 

Chief Director and President: (Elected)  

Will oversee meetings of the LSDXA and the activities of the club itself.   

Activities Director: (Elected)  

Will provide and arrange for membership presentations at meetings. 

Membership Director and Secretary-Treasurer: (Elected)  

Will collect dues from the members and maintain a bank account for the association. This account will be used 

to deposit dues and other receipts, and payout moneys to persons, organizations or DXpeditions with the ap-

proval of the membership at a meeting.  The Membership Director shall serve as Secretary/Treasurer of the 

association and shall keep minutes of all meetings   

Information Director: (Elected)  

Will print and distribute, or communicate information on upcoming meetings and programs to regular and 

potential members. 
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LSDXA Officers 
 

Elected Officers 
President -  Dan White, W5DNT 

Information Director - Paul Godwin, N5PG 

Activities Director - Rick Barnett, NØRB 

Secretary/Treasurer - Jerry Karlovich, KD5OM 

 

Appointed Officers 
DXCC Card Checker -Mike Krzystyniak, K9MK 

Hamfest Vice-Director -  vacant 

Reflector Vice-Director - Tim Pearson, K5AC 

WWW Vice-Director - Pete Hicks, N5KD 

LSDXA Net Manager - Victor Paul, WBØTEV 

 
 http://www.lsdxa.org 

Dues are Due 
 
Please submit the form with your check and note your callsign on the check. Jerry  thanks you ! 

 
The Renewal/Application Form can be found at: 

http://www.dxer.org/Application%20for%20Membership.pdf 

 

Other DX Gatherings This Summer 

 
W0DXCC July 23 2011, Kansas City  http://www.w0dxcc.com/ 

 

Central States VHF Society  July 29-30, Irving TX http://www.csvhfs.org/2011conference/index.html 

 

Summerfest, Central Texas DX & Contest Club August 5-6 http://www.ctdxcc.org/summerfest/ 

 
Maritime DX Forum August 5-6, Halifax NS, Canada  http://www.halifax-arc.org/mdf 

 

W4DXCC  September 23 & 24th, Pigeon Forge TN 

Need a Card From 1993 Navassa Isl Expedition ? 

 
The following QSP from Jun JH4RHF: If you still need to confirm QSOs with Navassa 93 DXpedition, namely 

W6IJU/KP1, NF6S/KP1, KH2S/KP1, KH2W/KP1 and KH2Y/KP1, by paper QSL, kindly send me your QSL 

(or QSO data) with SASE to me OE1ZKC address in www.QRZ.com  or 

 

Jun Tanaka, Box 1200, Vienna, A-1400 Austria. JH4RHF@arrl.net  
 
Meanwhile, I will try to put all of log data into electric format and upload to LoTW. I will also circulate the set 

of electric log data to all of the team member and they will be also able to confirm our contacts if they want. 

http://www.lsdxa.org
http://www.dxer.org/Application%20for%20Membership.pdf
http://www.w0dxcc.com/
http://www.csvhfs.org/2011conference/index.html
http://www.ctdxcc.org/summerfest/
http://www.halifax-arc.org/mdf
http://www.qrz.com/db/oe1zkc
mailto:jh4rhf@arrl.net

