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LSDXA News 

May 2009 

Meeting 
June 13, 2009 

12:00 Noon at Ham-Com 
Elections 

President’s Letter 
de WØVX 

W5FO  SK 
We were all saddened to learn of long time 

LSDXA member and benefactor Lynn Schriner‟s 

passing on May 13.  I have 

known Lynn (who was 

then WØPCO) since the 

early 1970‟s when we both 

worked for Collins in 

Cedar Rapids, Iowa.  He 

was a true gentleman, an 

intense DXer, an expert 

contester, and a good 

friend.  He will be missed 

by all who knew him. 

 

Per the family, memorial donations can be made 

to the American Cancer Society or Circle of Life 

Hospice, Bella Vista, AR.  LSDXA is making a 

memorial donation in Lynn‟s name. 

 

W5DXCC 2009 
Plans for the June 12-13 W5DXCC at Ham-Com 

are pretty well complete.  Our thanks to Ken, 

N5TY for heading up the planning and doing 

much of the work.  As of May 13 there were just 

6 tickets for the Friday evening dinner still 

available to sell. 

 

The Saturday W5DXCC programs at Ham-Com 

() will run from 8:00 AM until 12:00 Noon.  A 

short LSDXA business meeting will be held at 

noon. 

 

The DXCC card checking process at Ham-Com 

(Continued on page 2) 

W5DXCC Program 

Friday, June 12, 2009 
W5DXCC Dinner at the Plano Centre 

5:00 PM: Cash Hospitality Bar 
6:30 PM: W5DXCC Dinner 

W5DXCC Program: K5D by K4UEE 
 

Saturday, June 13, 2009 
 

8:00 AM: K5D Desecheo Roundtable 
by K4UEE, K5AC, K5AND, & NA5U 

9:00 AM: VK9LA Lord Howe by W5SL 
10:00 AM: Cycle 24 and More by K9LA 

11:00 AM: 6 Meter DXing by K5AND 
12::00 Noon: LSDXA Meeting 
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Thanks 
It has been an honor to serve as LSDXA President 

for the past year.  When I was asked to run for 

office a year ago I agreed to do it but only for 1 

year.  We have tried some new things that have 

been valuable and some others that were in the 

“not so much” category.  My year is now up and 

it is time to bring in more new blood and fresh 

ideas to keep the organization alive and viable.   

 

Thanks to Jim, K5KQI for his many years of 

service to LSDXA as Secretary/Treasurer.  He 

has done a fine job of keeping our finances 

straight and accounted for to the penny.  Jim has 

decided it is time to retire his LSDXA ledger and 

pass the books to someone new.   

 

Finally, thanks to the board and all of you who 

have offered constructive criticism and who have 

pitched in to help when asked.   

 

73,  

Dave, WØVX 

will be similar  to what we have had in past 

years.  Mike, K9MK and the field checking team 

will check cards on Friday from 9 to 11 AM and 

1 to 4 PM  as well as 9 to 11 AM and 1 to 3 PM 

on Saturday.  ARRL CEO K1ZZ will be present 

so all cards can be checked.  Make sure your 

paperwork is correctly filled out before you 

submit your cards. 

 

Officer Elections 
Part of our short noon meeting at Ham-Com will 

be the election of new officers for the 2009-2010 

year.  In an organization like ours it is beneficial 

to get new blood into leadership positions while 

preserving continuity.  We are fortunate to have 

2 directors who have agreed to run for another 

term and 2 members who will be new to the 

leadership.  Candidate profiles can be found on 

page 3.  Of course nominations from the floor 

will also be taken at the meeting. 

 

DXpedition Funding 
Your board continues to evaluate and selectively 

fund credible DXpeditions to the top 100 most 

needed countries.  Since the March meeting the 

board has voted to provide donations in support  

of the upcoming CYØ Sable ($250) and K4M 

Midway ($750) operations.  Sable is number 72 

and Midway is number 24 on The DX 

Magazine‟s 2008 Most Wanted Countries list. 

 

We have received post DXpedition reports from 

E44M and 9LØW, both of which we supported.  

The E44M and 9LØW articles are in this 

newsletter in the author‟s own words.  

 

New Meeting Place 
Bodacious BBQ in Arlington has informed us 

they expect to become a victim of the new 

Cowboys stadium in the next few months and 

will be forced to close or move. Bodacious has 

been good to us over the years but we are now 

looking for a new place to hold our meetings.  

We have traditionally had our best attendance 

when meetings are held in the middle of the 

Metroplex in the Arlington/Irving area. If you 

know of a suitable restaurant with a meeting 

room please let Rick, N0RB know. 

(Continued from page 1) 

LSDXA Officers 
 

Elected Officers 
President - Dave Jaksa, WØVX 

 w0vx@verizon.net 

Information Director - Jerry Karlovich, KD5OM 

 jerry@kd5om.com 

Activities Director - Rick Barnett, NØRB 

 rick@crcwireless.net 

Secretary/Treasurer - Jim Bass, K5KQI 

 jwbass@sbcglobal.net 

 

Appointed Officers 
DXCC Card Checker -Mike Krzystyniak, K9MK 

Hamfest Vice-Director - Ken Knudson, N5TY 

Reflector Vice-Director - Herb Blair, K5AT 

WWW Vice-Director - Pete Hicks, N5KD 

LSDXA Net Manager - Victor Paul, WBØTEV 
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E44M Palestine  

de IZ8IYX 

 

Every DXer dreams of the call with the question: 

“Would you consider being part of our dxpedition to 

a rare one?”  Indeed, this was the case back in August 

2008 for a few lucky hams.  And, the rare one was 

E4, Palestine.  In no way could this group ever 

imagine that in a few short months they would be 

operating from Palestine in the middle of a major 

war. 

 

The story for these ops began with a phone call from 

Giorgio, IZ4AKS.  From that point on it was a 

nonstop journey of planning, preparation, problem 

solving and more problem solving.  This is part of the 

untold story of any major dxpedition. 

 

A few days before the scheduled departure, the 

conflict in the Gaza region intensified and thus 

jeopardized the entire operation.  With the hope that 

the situation would improve, the E44M schedule 

remained intact. Now, however, the major problem 

facing the group was how to cross the border 

between Israel and Palestine.  It is one thing to be a 

tourist but quite another thing to travel with a group 

transporting radio equipment into an area engaged in 

a military conflict. How do you explain this to border 

guards?  The Gaza and conflict zone was only a one 

hour drive away so delicate diplomacy was the only 

solution. 

 

For this paper, we will begin the story on January 1, 

2009.  At 7:30 am on this day, Giorgio Minguzzio, 

IZ4AKS, Simone Bizzarri, IZ8BTV, Aurelio Bello, 

IZ0EGM and Pasquale LaGamba, IZ8IYX met at 

Fiumicino Airport in Rome to obtain boarding passes 

for a very high security El Al flight to Tel Aviv.  

After successfully completing a extremely intense 

two hour interview, the group received permission to 

board the El Al flight only to get word that the 

conflict had intensified. 

 

At 17:30 we landed at Ben Gurion airport.  To our 

surprise, we were greeted by Roby who was holding 

a sign which read: “Italian Radio Amateurs”. Shortly 

after, Vinicio, IK2CIO arrived on a flight from Milan 

and Salvador Carol Tafall, C31CT, along with Les 

Fabianski, SP3DOI, arrived from Barcelona. With 

our group now complete, we proceeded with our 

(Continued on page 4) 

Director Candidates 
President and Chief Director 

Rick Barnett, NØRB 

 

Rick is currently LSDXA‟s Activities Director.  He 

was first licensed in 1963 as WN5GUV.  After college 

he moved to Kansas City and was issued WBØTNY.  

In 1980 he passed the Extra and became KBØU and 

later NØRB as he was returning to Dallas in 2006. He 

has also operated from V31, KH6, P40, G, and J3. 

 

Rick‟s DXCC totals are 339 Mixed, 318 Phone, and 

319 CW.  He is a CQ Magazine awards field card 

checker. 

 

Information Director 

Paul Godwin, N5PG 

 

Paul was first licensed in 1963 as G3RRF.  In 1986 he 

became KF5PE and in 1997 N5PG.  He has also held 

the calls VP7BB and MP4TDN. 

 

Paul is a 99% CW operator, barefoot in the „burbs.  

His DXCC total is 337 confirmed.  He holds 

5BDXCC, 5BWAZ(179), and VUCC on 2 meters and 

1296 MHz.  

 

Activities Director 
Dan White, W5DNT 

 

Dan was first licensed in 1971 as a Novice at the age 

of 13 (WN5DNT), beginning a life-long love of CW.  

Later in life, in 1987, Dan obtained the Amateur Extra 

Class Radio License. From 1972 until June, 2008, Dan 

operated as WB5DNT, when he finally decided to 

“drop the B.” 

 

Dan is a Life Member of ARRL and holds 5BDXCC 

with 17 and 30 meter endorsements.  Dan‟s Mixed 

DXCC total is 288 confirmed DX entities, with 243 

confirmed on CW, 228 on SSB, and 102 on RTTY.  

 

Secretary/Treasurer 
Jerry Karlovich, KD5OM 

 

Jerry is currently LSDXA‟s Information Director.  He 

owns a home design company in Plano.   

 

Jerry has been licensed since 1975 but only got serious 

about chasing DX in 2006.  He is another “city lot” 

DXer.  Jerry is active on 80 through 10 meters and 

holds DXCC. 
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heat pumps were operating the noise level increased. 

We soon reached the conclusion that the electrical 

grounding system in this hotel was totally inadequate 

and thus causing the major source of our noise 

problem. 

 

On January 5th once we received the reassurance of 

our guide, Sobhy, that we could travel the streets 

some of our team [IK2CIO, IZ4AKS and IZ8IYX] 

decided to shop for some noise filters.  Once we 

reached the main road the high security and police 

presence was very obvious.  We asked many hesitant 

local people where we might find a shop to purchase 

filters.  This questioning was met with skeptical 

observation.  We did not give up and finally found a 

telephone shop with electric internet filters. We were 

not very sure that this would help our noise problem, 

but we hoped for a miracle. 

 

Our first walk along the streets of Bethlehem was 

marked by our fast pace and curious looks from the 

local residents.  By chance, we arrived at the Nativity 

site, the birth place of Jesus Christ. We forgot 

everything for a moment and decided to enter.  After 

entering through a small door, a meter and a half high 

and a meter wide we proceeded toward the altar.  At 

first glance the church appeared sober and bleak but 

this was totally overwhelmed by our personal 

emotions to be in such a holy place.  None of us 

dared say a word.  We reached the altar and 

discovered that the cave and the exact place of Jesus‟ 

birth is under the altar which can be easily reached 

via steep stairs.  It was so impressive that even a non-

church going person would be impressed by the 

atmosphere of this holy place. Each simple object in 

the church, each stone and column deeply witnessed 

the cultural and historical heritage of the site.  After 

the visit to the cave, the personal emotion taken from 

the site was so intense that in the following days 

some of the team members returned to the church for 

prayer. 

 

After returning to our operating site we connected a 

filter to each radio.  However, as we suspected the 

filters provided little help in eliminating the noise.  

We did not get the miracle we had hoped. 

 

The period from January 6th to the 9th flew by as we 

attempted to meet the needs of the North and South 

American Community [east and west coast]. Despite 

the line noise, strong signals from Europe and 

increased tiredness, we did our very best to increase 

the QSO rates to America. Also during this period 

(Continued on page 5) 

escort David, to the famous “Wall” 8 meters high 

dividing Palestine from Israel. 

 

After successfully navigating the boarder we arrived 

at our hotel in the very heart of Bethlehem.  We soon 

realized that this enormous hotel was almost empty.  

Obviously, because of the Gaza situation, most 

pilgrims decided to stay away from this holy city. 

That was to our advantage in allowing us to 

maneuver on the eleventh floor hotel roof without too 

much scrutiny from within the hotel. We then began 

unloading the materials we had transported with us 

from Rome and inventoried the equipment previously 

shipped and stored at the hotel. Thanks to the 

expertise of Vinicio we were able to get internet 

access to communicate to our pilot station, Arturo, 

IK7JWY , who updated our Ham Radio web site.  

Next it was time to relax. We took some pictures and 

tasted some typical Arab-Palestinian food which is 

rich in vegetables and flavored with numerous spices. 

We made phone calls to our families and finally 

reached our rooms for some much needed rest. 

 

On January 2nd the group began the day at 6:30 AM 

planning the location of the various antennas.  

Despite cold temperatures, the team worked 

continually the entire day erecting the numerous 

antennas which included:   

Spiderbeam for 10 through 20 

Vertical for 40 & 80 

Vertical for 30 

HF 2V Butternut for 40 & 80 

UJX vertical for 10 through 40 

Sloper for 160 

Dipole for 6 

EWE receiving antenna 

That evening the operators faced extremely noisy 

conditions on all bands. 

 

On January 3rd part of the team spent the entire day 

on the roof attempting to eliminate the atmospheric 

noise plaguing our Icom Pro III, Icom 7000, Icom 

7400 and Elecraft K2.  The result of our effort was 

very discouraging with constant high noise levels. 

 

On January 4th the entire team operated in shifts 

despite the noise. No one had yet to leave the hotel. 

Meals were served at the same table with an unvaried 

menu. The only relaxing time was spent chatting with 

the Palestinian people inside our hotel.  However, at 

last, we managed to discover the source of the high 

noise level threatening our operation.  The major 

source of interference was from one of the three hotel 

elevators. Also, in the late afternoon when the hotel 
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there were numerous demonstrations organized 

against Israel and tension grew in Bethlehem.  We 

avoided going out during these demonstrations 

because of the increased fighting between police and 

demonstrators. 

 

We did our very best under the noisy conditions to 

meet everyone‟s needs and expectations even though 

it was almost impossible to follow propagation to all 

parts of the world on all bands each day of the 

operation.  For the most part, I believe we did an 

excellent job under the adverse conditions.  As an 

aside we found some spare moments to taste some 

excellent Palestinian kebab. 

 

Early in the afternoon of January 10th  our guide 

accompanied us to meet our Israeli friends Ros, 

4Z5LA, Dov, 4Z4DX and David Sobhy‟s landlord.  

The meeting was in the Arab quarters of Jerusalem.  

Because of David Sobhy‟s sense of hospitality and 

organization, the restaurant was exceptional.  At that 

very moment while hostilities were high in the Gaza 

region we enjoyed a time of peace and friendship 

involving our Israeli and Palestinian  friends.  This is 

the real spirit of Amateur Radio. 

 

A few hours later, after taking pictures with our 

IARC members friends, we returned to the 

Palestinian territory and spent the night working the 

low bands in an attempt to meet the needs of the 

amateur radio community. 

 

(Continued from page 4) Early in the morning on January 11th we began the 

chore of disassembling all the antennas.  Despite total 

fatigue, we continued to operate until it was time to 

take down the last antenna. 

 

Part of the equipment and numerous ARRL 

publications were given to our friend David.  Our 

hope is that someday with the help of our Israeli 

friends and their commitment to amateur radio along 

with our Palestinian friends our E4 activity will 

continue. Additional equipment was given to our 

Israeli friends as a token of our gratitude for their 

support. 

 

At the Tel Aviv airport we again faced intense 

security.  After 4 hours of interrogation we said good 

bye to our friends departing to Barcelona and 

boarded our flight to Rome. 

 

We express our sincere gratitude to the amateur radio 

community throughout the world for helping us 

accomplish our goals.  In addition, we thank our 

sponsors, the IARC community and our families who 

bore the burden of worry during the time of our 

operating near the Gaza conflict.  Also, we thank the 

ARI association who supported our activity with our 

IARC friends along with all our other friends world 

wide who made this dxpedition possible 

 

Pasquale La Gamba 

IZ8IYX 

LSDXA Net 
Every Saturday 

9:30 AM Local Time 
3815 KHz +/- QRM 
Call “CQ LSDXA” 

LSDXA Web 
dxer.org 

LSDXA Reflector 
groups.yahoo.com/group/lsdxa 
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Treasurer’s Report 
de K5KQI 
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Meeting Minutes 
March 21, 2009  

 

The meeting was held at Bodacious Barbecue in 

Arlington, Texas, and began at approximately 

noon. President Dave Jaksa, W0VX presided. 

 

There were 33 members and guests present. 

 

The treasurer reported that the available bank 

balance was $4,031.56. See attached Quicken 

report for primary expense items in the period 

7/1/2008 to 3/21/2009. 

 

The program consisted of Mike Thomas, NA5U, 

and Tim Pearson, K5AC presenting an excellent 

brief program on the very successful DXpedition 

to Desecheo Island, K5D, and the 2008 TX5C 

Clipperton DXpedition, both of which LSDXA 

supported financially. 

 

President Dave and W5DXCC Chair Ken Knud-

sen, N5TY, discussed the upcoming program for 

Ham-Com which will include the K5D Team 

(Bob Allphin K4UEE, Mike Thomas, NA5U, 

and Tim Pearson, K5AC) as well as many other 

very good programs. There will also be a DX 

Panel with many noted DX experts as well as an 

evening banquet – all to be held at the Plano 

Convention Center on Friday/Saturday, June 12-

13, 2009. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting ad-

journed at approximately 1:30 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jim Bass K5KQI 

Secretary/Treasurer 

9LØW Sierra Leone  
By Karl, DK2WV  
 

I was looking for additional operators and found 

Hans, DL1YFF and Nick, G3RWF, who already had 

a lot of experience from Africa. We decided to be 

QRV from the mainland as well as from Banana. In 

Brussels, I met with Nick, G3RWF, who had arrived 

on time from London, and Hans, DL1YFF from 

Bielefeld. Together the waiting time seemed shorter 

because there was quite a bit to talk about. Then at 

last BOARDING was called, and off we went.  

 

It was a 6 hour flight from Brussels via Dakar. A visa 

and an injection against Yellow Fever are required 

for entry. There was an intermediate landing in 

Dakar, Senegal, for about an hour, where most of the 

passengers disembarked.  

 

After a totally relaxed flight we landed on time in 

Freetown. The airport Lungi is located on Half-Island 

opposite of the Capital of Freetown. But what was 

awaiting us? We arrived in the well known tropical 

climate - temperatures around 26 degrees C, but with 

an extreme humidity. This makes you sweat just by 

thinking about it.  

 

And it was of course already pitch-dark. There was 

complete chaos in the "International Airport" 

building, despite the relatively few arriving 

passengers, since most of them had stayed in Dakar. 

An almost incredible number of carriers offered to 

carry the baggage. "Good friend, I carry very cheap!" 

But care is recommended, because the baggage can 

disappear faster than you can look.  

 

There seems to be no controlled carrier service. The 

first obstacles in the country are customs and 

immigration. You can hardly notice it, but obviously 

some money bills changed owner. In any case, they 

only wanted to look once into my case to see the 

technical equipment. The plug connector on top was 

enough, and I got the usual yellow cross. This meant, 

everything was OK.  

 

We continued to River-2-Beach, where we were 

going to stay. The British had simplified the choice 

of new names: the rivers were simply numbered, to 

call something a street is overkill, it is rather an 

eroded dirt road. Former tar streets have gaping 

holes, resulting from heavy rains and lack of 

(Continued on page 8) 
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theme of cooked eggs and lots of toast. We tried to 

delay it until after the early morning JA rush on 30 

and 40m. We had only one other meal each day – 

“lunch” at about 6 pm- with additional grazing on 

bananas, coconuts and biscuits. Joseph the cook had 

been brought from Freetown especially to feed us and 

he was excellent. Every day he helped us to choose 

the evening meal,  often straight from the sea in front 

of us – barracuda, spiny lobster and huge crabs.  The 

owner of the guest house, Patrick, had been the 

British High Commissioner‟s driver before 

retirement. He used his very loud voice to conduct 

business across the whole compound, staffed (it 

appeared) entirely by relatives.  

 

During our time at Number Two River, Hans, with 

pipe permanently clamped between his teeth 

concentrated on data modes and was in great 

demand. Nick, running a barefoot K3 on CW, tended 

to work overnight, sometimes struggling with sleep!  

Karl worked hard to breathe life into the low bands 

but conditions seemed stubbornly poor. In between, 

he built up good local knowledge and commissioned 

coconuts to be cut from 15 metres up adjoining trees. 

Rod, on his arrival, settled in immediately and 

applied his skills to both CW and SSB. We were able 

to keep in touch with the wider world via Winlink. 

 

Power is usually a problem in Africa. Generators 

running out of fuel are down to poor management but 

after a few days, other things started to go seriously 

wrong. One of the linears died. At about the same 

time a switch mode power supply stopped working 

and then a laptop supply. We had very limited 

resources for repair. We had not been monitoring the 

supply voltage permanently and we now found it was 

295 volts – problem identified if not solved. 

Amazingly Patrick, our host, immediately produced a 

sturdy voltage stabiliser and we lived with 215 volts 

thereafter! Sadly it meant we now had only one linear 

– a particularly critical loss for the RTTY station 

which really needed more than 60W to be heard 

reliably. We had to share the remaining linear 

between RTTY, low band work and some SSB.  

 

The decision was taken to move to the Banana 

Islands for the last week of the expedition – after the 

return to Europe of Hans and Nick (who were only 

available for two weeks). They left for Freetown 

where Nick visited the school he taught at 45 years 

previously (still there and little changed). 

 

The airport return was via hovercraft – not without 

(Continued on page 9) 

maintenance.  In some places even the open rocks 

could be seen.  

 

We arrived and for the first time allowed ourselves a 

cold beer.  We quickly prepared our room and went 

to sleep. This we had really earned, after we had all 

been up since early in the morning. The following 

morning greeted us with blue skies. And there was 

breakfast on the terrace: Papaya with lime, scrambled 

eggs, freshly made orange juice, toast with butter and 

jam) and with that, the mandatory tea. Coffee would 

have been instant coffee, and that we didn't want. 

Now everything was according to good British 

traditions.  

 

After breakfast we surveyed our environment and 

decided where to erect our antennas. I unpacked my 

18 M Spiderbeam Groundplane and mounted it far 

enough from the house to the south. Radials and 

matchbox were connected, coax cable to the station 

and WOW, it worked! Nick worked on installing a 

dipole with the help by two employees at our local 

guesthouse. They helped him find a  

spot to attach it on the roof, while Hans assembled 

the HF9 Butternut. This work took him around 3 

hours.  

 

Finally he got all parts in the proper order and was 

able to erect the antenna on top of the house. With 

the sensible PA, Hans could not run more than 300 

Watts in RTTY in the hot and humid climate. We had 

no air conditioning, only a noisy fan, which helped 

blowing the humid air around. This made all of this a 

bit more acceptable. There was a pretty high demand 

for Sierra Leone in RTTY, and immediately a good 

Pileup appeared and it was seldom necessary to call 

CQ.  

 

We settled into a routine. Food is important on such 

trips and we had wonderful breakfasts of fresh orange 

juice and fruit followed by interesting variations on a 
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incident as they waited for fuel to be pumped aboard 

by hand from a van and after a truly terrible 

argument about exchange rates (after tickets had 

been bought!).  However the trip across the estuary 

went fine, mislaid luggage was recovered and the 

once again they ran the gauntlet of outstretched 

hands.  The plane was late but, after yet another 

luggage examination by hopeful officials, literally 

en route to the plane, they were away. 

 

Banana Island 

 

As ever, the economy of Africa remains a mystery. 

At one level prices can be sky-high for tourists (far 

in excess of what might be thought a reasonable 

supplement for those from the affluent  West). Often 

they can be reduced substantially by bartering but it 

is important to ensure you have something to barter 

with (i.e. an alternative!). In contrast, local village 

prices were so tiny it was hard to believe there was 

any point in having a shop. Even in Freetown, taxis 

in Freetown charge rates which barely cover fuel 

costs. There are no cash machines in Sierra Leone 

with international connections and foreign exchange 

is often (illegally) obtained in the street.  The most 

useful currency (in November 2008) was the dollar.  

While we were happy to bring a substantial input to 

the local economy, we struggled when there was an 

assumption that we were millionaires - anyway, 

enough of world politics and economics. 

 

We stayed in a simple but clean hut in the island‟s 

small guest camp, which has the only generator on 

the island. We had to remind ourselves from time to 

time that we had volunteered – the constant battle 

with insects and the overwhelming humidity added 

new dimensions to ham radio. However, the new 

location did mean that the Spiderbeam low band 

vertical could be erected right next to the sea. It was 

also immediately apparent that AF-037 was greatly 

in demand and the Winlink connection forwarded 

many requests for low band activity. The IARU 

beacons were still inaudible but gradually conditions 

began to improve and at last some stations were heard 

on top band.   

 

On the first night when 160 seemed feasible, Karl was 

reconnecting the vertical when the generator stopped. 

The refuelling arrangements had failed and the key to 

the fuel storage was in the pocket of someone who had 

gone to the mainland for the night. Ouch! Despite this 

poor start, conditions did improve and a substantial 

number of 160M QSOs were logged – many “new 

ones”. 

 

With just two operators, there was little rest and we 

did our best to match closed bands with times for 

sleep. During the final weekend we found it virtually 

impossible to be heard alongside the contest – and so 

moved to the WARC bands. Often it is said that there 

are few African stations active during a contest, but it 

is equally likely that some just can‟t break through 

huge European signals with quite mundane calls who 

only want to run.  

 

Was it worth it? Well we certainly enjoyed ourselves 

and hope that new band points or a new IOTA made it 

interesting for others around the world and we are 

especially grateful to the  sponsors of the expedition. 

 

What did we learn? Our equipment worked well (apart 

from the over-voltage problem). Beams would have 

been helpful but this was a “baggage allowance” 

expedition. Gaining maximum control of your power 

source is essential in Africa – try to avoid generator 

refuelling by a third party no matter how many smiles 

are exchanged –and constantly monitor voltages.  Try 

to avoid being “boxed in” on critical issues such as 

transport, fuel and money – solutions will be 

expensive. Finally, for next time - bring more dollars! 

 

Sierra Leone is a beautiful country which still faces 

huge challenges. We shall not forget the huge smiles 

and the daily greeting, “How de body?” (Answer: “De 

body fine”). Africa always shocks and surprises and 

the contrast between rich and poor is especially clear 

in Sierra Leone. To come and enjoy our hobby amid 

so many daily challenges made us feel almost guilty – 

but everyone seemed to enjoy having us around.    

 

The 9L0W Team:  

DK2WV -Karl 

DJ4LK - Rod 

DL1YFF - Hans 

G3RWF - Nick 


