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Meeting 
January 12, 2013 

High  Noon  
(1130 for lunch ) 

Spring Creek  BBQ 
3514 West Airport Freeway 

(at Belt Line) 

Irving, TX 75062-5922 

Phone (972) 313-0987  
 

  

PROGRAM 

 

 
 

Greg Jurrens K5GJ,  VP of Sales and Market-

ing at FlexRadio,  will enlighten us about  

SDRs and  the FlexRadio line using their lat-
est rig, the FLEX-6000 as a demo. 

 

He will also be bringing a FLEX-1500 QRP 
rig to give away as a door prize :) 
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The President’s Letter 
de N5KM 

 

 

 

Our program for the January meeting will be Greg Jurrens, K5GJ, VP of Sales and Marketing for FlexRadio 

Systems. He will be giving us a presentation/demonstration on the new FLEX-6000 DSP radio. This is an exciting 

new product for the amateur market. In addition, there will be a drawing for a FLEX-1500 radio generously 

provided by FlexRadio. You won't want to miss this one. January, 12, 2013 at Springcreek BBQ in Irving at 

11:30am. 

 
We have two new QSL card checkers in the LSDXA serving North Texas DXers. They are George Huling, K5GH, 

and Dave Jaksa, W0VX. A big thanks to George and Dave for volunteering for this service. This will take some of 

the load off of Mike, K9MK, and also provide wider coverage for North Texas. 

 

And speaking of QSLs, be sure to bring your bureau cards to the meeting. We will ship them to the ARRL free as 

an LSDXA membership perk. Be sure they are presorted per ARRL requirements along with a check to cover 

ARRL processing fees and proof of ARRL membership. 

 

The board has voted to make a funding donation to two DXpeditions this past quarter: 

 

ZL9HR, $500, Nov 28 – Dec 9, 2012 
H40T-H44G, Є200, Mar 8 – 25, 2013 

 

There were also three DXpeditions we voted to not fund due to a general lack of need for the Central Time Zone: 

 

H44KW, Feb 18-23, 2013 

5X8C, Feb 2013 

TX5K, Clipperton, Mar 2013 

 

We received a generous donation of $250 from the Texas DX Society to help fund DXpeditions. We are grateful to 

the TXDXS members for this contribution. TXDXS members have also supported us in the past with their 

attendance at the W5DXCC dinner at HamCom each year. Cooperation among the DX clubs in Texas is important 

to our success in strengthening the DX community. Learn more about TXDXS at http://www.tdxs.net . 
 

Hopefully, by now you have renewed your LSDXA membership. If not, you can renew at the next meeting, by 

sending a check to Ken, N5TY, or by using Paypal at http://www.dxer.org/join.html . Memberships expire on 

December 31. 

 

The DFW Contest Group is currently in the planning stages of developing a contesting program for HamCom 

2013. We have been invited to provide a session on antennas as it relates to contesting. If you have any interest in 

helping with this effort or any part of the contesting program please contact any board member. By the way, if 

you're not currently a member of the DFWCG please consider joining. See http://dfwcontest.com for details. 

 

I'll end by wishing a Happy New Year to all DXers. I hope 2012 was good to you and yours. And may 2013 bring 
high flux numbers and lots of new ones in the log. 

 

73, 

 

Kris N5KM 

 

 

 
(Note, for card checking at the January meeting your dues must be paid up for 2013, ed) 
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Minutes of  the LSDXA Sept 15, 2012 Meeting 
At Spring Creek BBQ, Irving, TX 

 
The meeting was called to order at 12:00 PM by Chief Director and President Kris Mraz, N5KM 
 
There were 19 members and guests in attendance:  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The June 2012 meeting minutes were approved  as published in the newsletter and on the LSDXA web-
site.. 
 
Secretary/Treasurer Ken, N5TY, reported that we have $5467.42 in the bank. 
 
Activities Director Rick, N0RB, reported that we cleared over $1,200 from W5DXCC dinner.   Rick also 
gave a comprehensive upcoming DX activities including PT0S, ZL9HR 3D2C and other smaller dxpedi-
tions. 
 

Rick gave a brief over view of current and upcoming DXpeditions. 
 
Information Director, Paul, N5PG, requested input for the newsletter.  Station and operator profiles 
would be appreciated.  
 
WWW Vice-Director Pete, N5KD, has requested that we find a replacement for him.  He has done a 
great job for a number of years. 
 
Kris, N5KM, announced the LSDXA chat room is gaining members and is a good place to exchange 
information on the local level for DX spotting.  Details are on the website for joining. 

 
QSLs were collected for the outgoing bureau and will be forwarded to ARRL for processing. 
 
New business: 
 
The amended by-laws which contained changes to include the Past President on the board for the fol-
lowing year and to change the membership fee for new members after June 1st to $15 for individual and 
$20 for family.  Motion was made and seconded to accept the changes.  The vote was unanimous to 
approve the changes. 
 
Jim, W0UO, presented proposed plans on behalf of the DFW Contest Group to have a contest luncheon 
at noon of Friday at HamCom followed by contest related programs followed by a social hour prior to the 

AD5MN Ron Bushnell N5UI George Perkins

XYL AD5MN Linda Bushnell W0UO Jim Spaulding

K5DHY Bill Engel W5AH Bob  Alexander

K5GH George Huling W5EMI Emile Imberman

N0RB Rick Barnett W5IO Maury  Guzick

N5JR Joel Rubenstein W5LT Bob Kellow

N5KM Kris Mraz W8FN Randy Farmer

N5PG Paul Godwin WA5ICA Michael Walters

N5TV Jim Westfall WC5P Paul Lange

N5TY Ken Knudson
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DX dinner. DFW Contest Group is seeking feedback on the plan.  DFW Contest Group will finalize the 
plans. 
 
George, N5UI, as representative of DFWCG gave a brief talk on the purpose of the group and invited 
everyone to join. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 12:25. 
 
After a short break, an interesting and informative  video on the 1993 AH1A dxpedition.  Rick observed 
the conditions shown in the video were similar to the current conditions at NH8S. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Ken Knudson, N5TY 

 Fifty ! 

 
On the morning of January 9, 1963 a sixteen year old took the trains & buses required to take his 12wpm morse test 

(sending & receiving) in London, England. Having passed that he then went across town to another building where a 

kindly woman showed him a ledger of call signs and said to pick one on that page ! Normally you waited a week or 

three before receiving a pass slip, then applying for a full licence by mail  but his “Elmer” G8OU (ex VE3ZB 1922-

1939)  had sweet talked them into stretching the rules. 

 

Thus was born G3RRF and he rushed home and went on the air, 160m 10watts max (also doubling to 80m in the 

final). 

 
 

Then, the next April 21, the morning of his 17th birthday, the “big” prize for Top Band, 160m, working across the 

“pond”: 

 
 

So a DXer was born, better known today as N5PG  Fifty years a ham, almost old enough for QCWA ! 

 

 

What’s your story ? 
 

 LSDXA Reflector 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/lsdxa 
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ARRL Outgoing QSL Bureau 
 

At each  meeting LSDXA will collect and ship QSL cards to the ARRL Outgoing QSL Service.  You are still 

responsible for paying the ARRL Outgoing QSL Service fee but LSDXA will ship all collected cards to ARRL 

HQ.   

This is a trial program with the specific intent of providing a club service and getting higher attendance at our 

meetings. 

 
In order to participate in this program you must: 

Be a current paid member of LSDXA 

Be in attendance at the quarterly meeting 

Wrap together with a rubber band: 

Your properly sorted QSL cards 

Your proof of ARRL Membership 

Your check for the proper amount made out to ARRL Outgoing QSL Service 

See http://www.arrl.org/outgoing-qsl-service for ARRL Outgoing QSL Service details. 
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Worth reading.  

 

If only it was followed by all. 

(Following is an email from noted DXer Roger, G3SXW) 

 

Best Practices for DXpedition Operating 
 
 
Hello, 
  
 
We believe that much of the chaos on the bands during DXpeditions is caused by the operating tactics 
of the DXpedition operator – this leads to poor operating by DX-Chasers, and therefore to chaos. At a 
meeting of RSGB, CDXC and GM-DX on October 13th we agreed to strengthen the ‘DX Code of Con-
duct’ and to prioritise the DXpedition side. This has now been completed, thanks to Wayne N7NG and 
‘DX University’, and has been renamed ‘Best Practices for DXpedition Operating’. Please see: 
 
  
 
http://www.dxuniversity.com/showpage.php?id=20&title=Best_Practices_for_DXpedition_Operating 
 
  
 
or go to www.dxuniversity.com click on DXpeditioning Tools, then Basic Practices.  
 
Each of the 13 points is hyper-linked to some explanatory text. 
 
  
 
We would hope that DX organisations will adopt it as a  condition of funding. This would hopefully 
spread to become the normal requirement for all DXpedition funding: DXpeditions would not only 
‘support’ it, but would also implement it on-air. In this way we expect that chaos on DX bands can be 
reduced somewhat whenever a DXpedition is under way. 
 
  
 
I look forward to seeing your comments, 
 
73 de Roger/G3SXW 

  

Editor’s NOTE: 

The .following  pages of DXpedition stories etc are from Adobe “pdf” files submitted to me and/or extracted from 

larger files. I have very limited capability to edit this format so things aren’t as “presentable” as they might other-

wise be. 
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iIn the past few years I was in 
charge of fundraising for several large 
DXpeditions. I became acutely aware 
that many in the DX community were 
curious about the need for donations, 
and even worse, totally unaware of 
the costs involved in bringing a major 
DXpedition on the air. Part of the 
problem is the lack of transparency by 
past expeditions and the usual prac-
tice of once a DXpedition ends, all 
financial reporting also ends. As Trea-
surer of the Northern California DX 
Foundation (NCDXF), I had access 
to years and years of budgets submit-
ted for grants but not a lot of data on 
the actual results of those expeditions. 
So, I decided to contact 25 of those 
expeditions and received 20 replies 
with the detail I needed to analyze the 
financial numbers with respect to the 
operational results.

These DXpeditions covered 15 
years and were evenly spread over 
easy fly-in operations, chartered plane 
or boat expeditions to the Pacific and 
Indian Ocean targets and the super 
rare locations in the South Atlantic/
Antarctic. They covered almost two 
million QSOs at a cost of $3 million. 
From this study I chose to exclude the 
vacation or visit-a-resident Ham one- 
or two-man trip.

The fly-in DXpeditions
This most common DXpedition 

relies on commercial transportation 
to a location that usually has some 
commercial facilities for food and 
lodging. The DXpeditions analyzed 
were 4W6A, A52A, VU4PB, VU7LD 
and VK9DNX. These expeditions 
made 275,508 QSOs, with the average 
expedition making 55,000. The largest 
budget was $90,000 and they ranged 
down to the smallest of $17,000. The 
average cost was $42,000, resulting in 
average cost per QSO of 72¢ 

Among the biggest concerns to 
putting on a fly-in expedition can be 
the licensing costs. In one rare coun-
try analyzed, licensing fees totaled 

as much as 50% of the cost of the 
operation. Secondly, shipping to 
some of these destinations can be 
significant due to import duties or 
unreliable shipping routes. Offset-
ting these high costs is the fact that 
travel and planning times are shorter 
than chartered plane or ship opera-
tions. This group, on average, relied 
on the highest percentage of operator 
funding of the budget and the lowest 
ratio of NA stations worked.

The sources of funding for the 
five expeditions are depicted in the 
Fly-in Sources of Funding chart. 

This group of DXpeditions 
occurred mostly in Asia so it was 
not surprising to see the geographic 
distribution of the QSOs. This would 
also account for the low amount of 
funding this group received in indi-
vidual donations.

The semi-remote DXpeditions
This was the largest group of  

DXpeditions examined. These are loca-
tions not served by scheduled commer-
cial transportation and often required 
government approvals because of 
wildlife preservation status. That often 
added months to the planning process. 
While some had a resident population, 
most did not. The eight DXpeditions 
analyzed included BS7H, K4M, K5D, 
VK9DWX, VP6DX, VP6T, ZL8R and 
ZL8X. The average chartered trans-
portation cost was $78,000. These 
expeditions made just under 750,000 
QSOs, with the average expedition 
making 82,800. The largest budget 
was $244,000 and they ranged down 
to the smallest of $54,000. The aver-
age cost was $109,000, resulting in 
average cost per QSO of $1.20. 

Because of the licensing, trans-
portation charter requirements and 
the need for fundraising the average 
planning period was about a year. 
The average travel time to and from 
the location was nine days and the 
average time on the air was 11 days. 
This group, on average, relied on 

the lowest percentage of team member 
funding of the budget and the highest 
ratio of NA stations worked.

The sources of funding for the eight 
expeditions are depicted in the Semi-
Remote Sources of Funding chart.

Geographically, this group of 
DXpeditions occurred mostly in the 
Pacific so it was not surprising to see 
the concentration of North American 
QSOs. This would also account for the 
high level 
of funding 
this group 
received in 
individual 
donations.

Financing a DXpedition
Don Greenbaum, N1DG

Europe 52%

Asia 26%

North America 18%

Rest of World 4%

Asia
72,249

North 
America
49,985

Europe 
144,722

RoW
11,335

Fly-in QSO Totals

Team Members 
66%

Foundations/Clubs 
21%

Individuals
13%

Fly-in Sources of Funding
QSL/Individual 
Donations

Team Members 

Foundations/
Clubs

North America 42%

Europe 32%

Asia 22%

Rest of World 4%

RoW
30,192

North
America
313,507

Europe
241,280

Asia
160,708

Semi-Remote QSO Totals

Semi-Remote Sources of Funding

Team
Members

54%
Foundations/

Clubs
18%

Individuals
28%

Reprinted with permission from the author and NCDXF
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Southern Ocean DXpeditions
These are rare for a reason. Access 

is restricted either for specific country 
wildlife preservation or by general 
international treaty. These are loca-
tions requiring ships with a crew with 
specific skills and in many cases a hull 
with ice breaking capabilities. Heli-
copters are often another requirement 
to drop men and equipment on the 
island. The destinations require shel-
ters and generators able to withstand 
harsh environments and the DXpedi-
tion team must be in good physical 
condition to participate. In addition to 
the obvious large direct financial con-
tribution of the team members, they 
must also plan on a month or more 
away from their families and jobs. It is 
difficult to plan one of these operations 
in under a year and often you find they 
take two or more years of advance 
work. The six DXpeditions analyzed 
included 3YØX, FT5XO, VKØIR, 
VP8GEO, VP8ORK and VP8THU.

The average ship charter was 
$260,000 (excluding team member 
costs to the sailing departure points). 
Supplies such as generators, shelters 
and fuel averaged $20,000; shipping 
and local port charges added on aver-
age another $25,000. These expedi-
tions made 370,000 QSOs, with the 
average expedition making 74,000. 
The largest budget was $475,000 with 
an average of $323,000, resulting in 
average cost per QSO of $4.30. 

The sources of funding for the six 
expeditions are depicted in the chart, 
Southern Ocean Sources of Funding. 
Interestingly, individual contributions, 
while higher in absolute terms, was 
the lowest percentage of the overall 
funding for any of the three types of 
DXpeditions examined.

Geographically, this group of 
DXpeditions worked more Europeans 

than NA which directly affected the 
amount of individual contributions 
received. However, funding from U.S. 
foundations accounted for the highest 
level of support.

The overall view
A recap of the various financial 

benchmarks reveals only one consis-
tent financial trend. The harder the tar-
get of the DXped-
tion gets, the less 
operating time 
there is, the higher 
the costs, and the 
less predictable 
the support is of 
the DX communi-
ty. Because clubs 
and foundations 
understand this, 
it is the Southern 
Ocean class that 
gets the biggest 
support. One data 
point that jumps 
out is where U.S. stations are worked 
the most, the support from individuals 
is the most (i.e. semi-remote). And, in 
the Southern Ocean category, North 
American total support provided 
over 85% of the total funding to the 
endeavors despite accounting for only 
36% of the contacts. (See Comparing 
Averages table)

Cash flow considerations
Historically most individuals 

waited until they have a QSO before 
contributing to the team’s efforts. 
Even a few clubs and foundations 
will not fund a trip until after the 
stations are on the air or meet oth-
er operational benchmarks. With 
web pages and Pay Pal, more indi-
viduals do contribute earlier, but 

the bulk of the contributions still 
occur after the start of operations. 
That is the paradox of DXpedition 
financing. Transportation must be 
booked and paid for in advance; 
the purchase and shipping of equip-
ment must occur months before 
a DXpedition arrives and the first 
QSO is ever made. In effect, 90% 
of the monies are spent before the 
first QSO ever takes place. Most of 

this funding is met by the team, the 
clubs and foundations. In many cases 
a few team members lent funds to the 
teams above the planned contribu-
tions until after the QSLs arrived and 
paid them back. 

In the case of VP8ORK, the timing 
of individual contributions was dis-
tributed as follows: Pre-DXpedition, 
43%; on the air, 20%, and within six 

Europe 43%

North America 36%

Asia 16%

Rest of World 5%

Europe 
158,097

North 
America
132,246

Asia
58,405

RoW
21,261

Southern Ocean QSO Totals

Team Members
63%

Foundations/Clubs
25%

Individuals
12%

Foundations/
Clubs

Team Members

QSL/
Individuals

Southern Ocean Sources of Funding

Comparing Averages
Item Fly-in Semi-Remote Southern Ocean
Total budget $43K $109K $323K
Cost/Q 72¢ $1.20 $4.30
Team $% 66% 54% 63%
Foundation $% 21% 18% 25%
Individual $% 13% 28% 12%
Individual $/Q 12¢ 39¢ 52¢
Plane/Ship n/a $78K $260K
%EU QSO 52% 32% 43%
%NA QSO 18% 42% 36%
%AS QSO 26% 22% 16%
Operator days 16 11 12
Travel days 5 9 20 

months after the end of operations, 
37%. By the time LOTW was upload-
ed six months after the expedition, 
99% of the individual contributions 
were made. In fact, after uploading 
the full logs to LOTW, except for the 
trickle of QSL requests, all contribu-
tions ceased.

While on the subject of individual 
contributions, a breakdown by the 
countries with the largest QSOs with 
VP8ORK bears some interesting 
analysis concerning the origination of 
the funding. (See table at top of next 
page.)

Clearly Hams in various countries 
have different views on what level 
of support to give DXpeditions. The 
numbers above include foundation 
and club support in the country totals. 

Extracted fromReprinted with permission from the author and NCDXF
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The growing use of OQRS and 
LOTW

In the past few years many DXpe-
ditions have adopted the online QSL 
request system and uploads to LOTW 
after around six months. OQRS 
has increased the amount of fund-
ing DXpeditions receive from those 
QSLing direct due to the minimum fee 
requested (see the chart below). 54% 
of the direct requests for VP8ORK 
came through the OQRS system. 
North Americans used it for 60% of 
their direct confirmations while the 
rest of the world is around 50%. A sig-
nificant amount (over 80%) of those 
having LOTW matches also requested 
direct and bureau cards, so the desire 
for a card isn’t necessarily replaced by 
LOTW. The table below shows that 
although a similar number of OQRS 
and direct routes were used to request 
a card, the bulk of the QSOs and the 
bulk of the donations came through 
the OQRS system.

Final thoughts
Looking over the data of DXpedi-

tions during the last two decades a 
few trends stand out. Ship charters to 
the South Atlantic destinations have 
doubled in the past 10 years due to 
higher fuel costs, a weakened dollar, 
higher insurance costs and skyrock-
eting port fees around the world. 
Technology enables each DXpedition 
to make more and more QSOs. This 
technology also brings added cost 
for computers, networks and Internet 
access (sometimes costly satellite 
Internet). But increasingly, those con-

tacts are for competition 
on online leader boards 
or yearly DX marathons 
and don’t necessarily 
result in new ones for 
the community and 
increased income for 
the teams. In the 1990s, 
the average DXpedition 
made 25,000 unique Qs; 
in 2011 it was not much 
higher. 

Some of the increased 
costs of a DXpedition 
have been offset by 

clubs cannot continue to bring us the 
new ones. Another glaring fact is that 
the overwhelming funding continues 
to be concentrated in North America. 
Europeans still believe in the bureau 
system, which costs expeditions 
money to provide cards and does not 
provide support for the expeditions.

The next time you work that new 
one, check out the website and look 
up the list of individuals and founda-
tions/clubs supporting the team. If 
you are not listed, maybe it’s time you 
contributed or joined your national 
DX Foundation and/or local DX Club. 
Help make the next one happen.  •

N
O

RT

HERN CALIFORN
IA

•

D
X

 FOUNDATION, I
N

C
.

About the author
Don Greenbaum, N1DG, first 

became licensed as WN2DND at age 
11 in 1962. Don has been on sev-
eral major DXpeditions including 
VP8ORK, K4M and A52A. He has 
also operated as A61AD, A51DG, 
A73A, and /KH9, /VP9, /VS6, /BV2, 
/4X and /9V. In 2005 Don was honored 
at Dayton by CQ Magazine by being 
inducted into the CQ DX Hall of Fame. 
He is Treasurer and a Director of the 
Northern California DX Foundation. 

higher revenue from the use of OQRS 
which increases revenue per unique 
callsign. The sad fact remains, that 
more funding from the Ham commu-
nity is needed if we are to see DXers 
continue to activate those rare ones 
for our benefit. Foundations and clubs 
remain the most important source of 
funding after the team members for 
enabling DXpeditions to rare places. 
In the case of the most expensive cat-
egory of DXpeditions, the Southern 
Ocean locations, the NCDXF account-
ed for 60% of the foundation and club 
support. Without contributions from 
the members, these foundations and 

Donations by country at VP8ORK

Country Uniques Total QSOs % Total 
QSOs in Log

% Total 
Income

$ per Q  
all sources

USA 5,754 21,566 34 80.8 11.137
Italy 1,243 4,902 8 .8 .486
Germany 1,295 4,646 7 1.5 .973
Russia 1,001 3,181 5 1.1 1.009
Japan 1,211 2,838 4 1.3 1.387
Spain 989 2,681 4 .4 .416
Poland 586 2,146 3 .3 .373
France 388 1,643 3 .5 .975
Canada 379 1,442 2 4.9 10.153
England 398 1,436 2 1.6 3.240
Czech Rep. 344 1,373 2 .1 .312
Brazil 296 1,277 2 .2 .504
Finland 253 977 2 .6 1.914

QSL routes at VP8ORK (after 17 months)
Location QSOs Direct % Dir. VIA 

OQRs
LOTW % Bureau %

All 64,173 30,092 47 54 31,766 49 6,368 10
North America 23,673 11,654 49 60 13,200 56 1,008 4
Europe 31,966 14,504 44 51 14,789 47 4,351 14
Asia 3,973 2,078 52 45 1,668 42 440 11
South America 2,830 900 36 48 1,223 43 158 6
Rest of World 1,368 613 45 49 527 38 63 5

QSL routes and income distribution

Extracted fromReprinted with permission from the author and NCDXF
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Nov 28, 2012, Natal 
 
Summary and Conclusions 
 
The PT0S operation was active from the Archipelago St. Peter and St. Paul  
between Nov 10, 2203 UTC until Nov 23, 1017 UTC. The table below shows our 
results. 
 
 

 

 
 
   PT0S QSO Count per Band 
 
 
The PT0S DXpedition was long in the making. At the time when we started 
considering it, sometimes around the middle of 2011, the position of the Brazilian 
Navy, which controls the SPSP, was that there was no room for radio expeditions 
and their activities were incompatible with the mission of the scientific research 
station and the Navy. In other words, No DXpeditions!  
 
Atilano, PY5EG, after a lengthy effort was able to convince the Navy that we 
could conduct a zero impact operation. Very reluctantly, the Navy agreed to give 
us (and Amateur Radio) a try. Consequently we had a lot of restrictions and a lot 
of uncertainty. Indeed, uncertainty was with us both before and during the entire 
operation, right up to the very end. Uncertainty about where and how we could 
operate, sleep, eat, etc. As it turned out, both the scientists and the Navy people 
were incredibly helpful and accommodating. Still, the uncertainty remained and it 
continued influencing our decisions during the entire operation. 
 
We arrived on morning of Nov 10 and set to work on Station 1 and its 160 - 10 
meter antenna. The station was ready by 2200 UTC. As usual, we started on 160 
meters.  Noise was S9+10 dB but we were hoping that there would be some TB 

PT0S Operation Summary
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stations that could put a S9+10dB signal into the middle of the Atlantic. There 
sure were! That night we made around 300 QSO-s on 160. Obviously, we were 
working the big guns. Next day we built Station 2 (with its 80 to 10 meter 
antenna). The 6 m antenna was next, along with an intense hunt for noise 
sources. By day three we had three stations and got rid of most of the noise. We 
also had a good RX antenna with a remote pre-selector-amplifier covering 160 to 
10 meters. We were up and running but we were getting very little sleepy. There 
was no place for us to sleep during the day, and during the night we were often 
running all three stations. By the end of day 3 we were walking like zombies. 
 
Then uncertainty struck: the scientists were leaving in a few days' time and an 
all-Navy construction crew was coming in. We received advance warning that 
some in the Navy did not want us to be there during their stay. We finally sorted 
that out (lots of back channel phone calls). The arriving Navy crew were great 
and had no problem with us. Furthermore, we now could have the entire lab 
(hurray! -- all 3 x 4 meters of it). Navy guys, however, would not tolerate our gear 
or anything else outside the lab. We had to move the larger part of our gear 
(about 500 lbs) out of sight and pull everything else back into the lab, including 
the third station, which we had temporarily set up on the open verandah. We 
were also informed that we may have to stop operations if the Navy guys found 
that we were in their way. We made a decision to work all the bands as hard as 
we could, giving out PT0S to as many as possible, just in case we were shut 
down early.  
 
As it turned out, the Navy guys were very accommodating and helpful, and 
gradually we were able to expand our living space and even share meals and 
other stuff with them. On the downside, they were incredibly noisy: they had an 
unshielded 6 kVA generator without a muffler running all day about 10 meters 
outside our "shack" and at night they had loud music and other noise until late. 
More QRM for the 160 operator. And still no sleeping during the day. 
 
Then the weather struck. Strong winds drove large waves, which, combined with 
the new-moon spring tides, crashed over the rocks flooding our No. 2 antenna, 
the strong current physically ripping out the feed-line coax and breaking the N 
connector of the antenna coupler. We rebuilt that and were back on 80 meters by 
late afternoon. The next one to go was the control cable of the main antenna 
coupler. Heavy wave action caused its jacked to rip over the sharp rocks. We 
replaced and rerouted the cable, which got us back on the air. A point to make 
here is that we could only work on this antenna safely at low tide. At high tide, 
there were huge waves washing over the rocks surrounding the antenna base. It 
was dangerous and very wet. 
 
All this time we continued operating. In our efforts to maximize the QSO count we 
did let some of the pile-ups get out of hand. They were huge and difficult to 
control. PT0S was in a unique location: being in the middle of the Atlantic, just a 
little bit north of the Equator, we had most bands (including 160 meters) open for 
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substantial amounts of time to both EU and NA, and at times, to even Asia (JA). 
Combined with the high interest, this made for some large and ferocious pile-ups. 
Indeed, because of some of the negative feed-back (some of it deserved, some 
not) we stopped working 12 m SSB, realizing that the band was just too narrow 
for the pile-ups we were generating. 
 
There was no shortage of poor behavior on most bands, SSB generally worse 
than CW. Apart form the jammers, we had "constant callers", stations that kept 
calling even during QSO-s or when the operator has asked for a completely 
different partial call. Very annoying and often they slow down the entire pile-up. 
We had a policy that once a station was picked up with a partial call, we would 
stick with that caller, whatever it took to complete the QSO (within reason). The 
constant callers were often a major obstacle in this regard. What is more 
ridiculous, is that the entire process was clearly visible on the SDR/CW-skimmer, 
which showed all the callers, the persistent ones and the ones who just made a 
mistake by calling out of turn. Perhaps publishing screen shots could act as a 
deterrent, as the skimmer shows all the call-signs involved. 
 
In a pile-up the operator has two conflicting options: he can try to keep the pile-
up tight but his QSO rate will be greatly reduced. Or, he can work a wider pile-up 
where the QRM is less intense and enjoy a higher QSO rate, and be able to work 
weaker stations. The ideal is somewhere in the middle, but that is easier said 
than done. 
 
From day one we were uploading logs. According to the "plan" we were 
supposed to have access the high-speed Internet facility of the scientific station. 
Unfortunately for us, it was not working during the entire time we were on the 
rocks. Instead, we our Iridium sat-phone that we brought as a back-up. Because 
of its low speed (2.4 kbps) the phone was totally unsuitable for uploading logs. All 
logs had to cut into 10 kbyte pieces, compressed and sent piecemeal. Tamas, 
HA5PT, pieced the log fragments together for the log search and the LoTW 
submission. To get the clearest shot at the satellites, we took the sat-phone and 
computer to the top of Belmont (about a 300 foot climb) two or three times a day. 
We probably spent two to three hours on log uploads per day! 
 
Equipment:  
 
Station 1: 
 
The antenna, which covered 160 to 10 meters, was a two part antenna: one part, 
for the low bands, was an Inverted L with a 16 meters long vertical section and a 
12 meter long horizontal section. The second part, for the bands above 30 
meters, consisted of three wires forming skinny tri-angle about 2 meters wide at 
the top and about 6 meters tall. The antenna was fed via a dual output home 
brew automatic antenna coupler mounted to the lower segment of the antenna 
pole. The antenna was located on top of a rocky outcropping that jutted into the 
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sea, about 8 meters (25 feet) above the water at low tide. At high tide waves 
were crashing on and around the base of the antenna. A large number of radials 
(40+) of various lengths were draped over the rocks, most of them ending in the 
surrounding salt-water. The rocks beneath the antenna had numerous cracks 
and crevices leading down to the water. There were also pools of salt-water all 
over the rocks. (See pictures.) The antenna had a clear shot over open water 
from the East to the West and was somewhat obscured to the west-south-west 
by the peak of Belmont. 
 
The radio was a K3, driving a dual SG-500 amplifier for an output of 1 kW.  
 
Station 1 also had an extensive RX setup intended for the low bands. There were 
two RX antennas. One , facing north, was a 4 m x 4 m flag, erected on the very 
steep north facing slope of the peak, about 2 meters above the rocks and 20 
meters above the water. A second flag of similar size was erected on top of the 
peak, next to the light house. This flag was facing south, which was LP to JA. 
The two RX antennas were connected to a custom built remote pre-selector and 
amplifier. The pre-selector had 9 sharp band-pass filters, selectable from the 
operating position. The pre-amp had a gain of 25 dB and a very low noise figure. 
(See Gary, KD9SV for info.) The pre-selector was connected, via 100 meters of 
RG-6 coax, to a receiver front-end, which contained RX antenna switching, 
remote controls for the pre-selector, a second low noise pre-amplifier (10 dB 
gain) and an output splitter to feed the K3 RX input and an QS1R SDR. The SDR 
was running CW Skimmer. We ended up using this RX set-up on all bands. The 
LP flag was especially useful on 40 meters when working Japan in the morning. 
0n 160 most of the time we had both pre-amps on for a total of 35 dB of gain. 
(Did not use the K3's internal pre-amp.)  
 
Station 2: 
 
Station 2 had a similar antenna to the Station 1, except instead of an Inverted L, 
the low band section was an 18 m tall vertical. Just like the Station 1 antenna, it 
had two sections and was driven by an automatic antenna coupler. The antenna 
was located is a shallow crater south of the scientific station. The location was a 
compromise: the original plan had it mounted on the dock (above the salt-water) 
but the Navy needed clear access to that space. The floor or the crater was 
covered with a few inches of salt-water, which sometimes rose to a couple of feet 
during high tide and high wave activity, that provided an excellent ground. This 
antenna was an excellent performer on all bands, and outstanding on 80 meters. 
It was perhaps our best performing TX antenna. The point to make here is that 
with a vertical, a good ground is more valuable than a higher location with a clear 
shot to the horizon. (See pictures.) 
 
The radio was another K3, driving a single SG-500 amplifier for 500 watts output. 
 
Station 3: 
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Station three had a bare-foot K3 with two antennas: a five element 6 m Yagi and 
a 10 m vertical. The 10 m vertical had four semi-elevated radials and was 
standing about .5 meter above ground level on the side of some jagged rocks 
(not that we had anything like ground level on the rocks). Both antennas worked 
well, as shown by the QSO count on 6 and 10 meters. (For a short time we used 
our 4th K3 on Station 3 as a monitoring radio for 6 m. Unfortunately, later we 
needed the spare radio and we lost that capability.) 
 
A larger Navy crew was scheduled to arrive on Nov 23. We made arrangements 
with the boat, and we were hoping to continue operating through the weekend 
and the CQWW CW contest, but we were uncertain about the Navy letting us do 
so. Some Navy personnel indicated that it would be OK, while others suggested 
that the large crew will need all the room there was. It was all up to the brass. We 
assumed the worst and kept operating at full steam, making the most of our 
possibly limited time. By then we sometimes had four stations on the air. We 
have built a 10 m vertical on which we ran 10 m SSB while waiting for 6 m 
openings. At times we operated two 10 m stations at the same time: one CW and 
one SSB. 
 
From the outset we had a number of priorities. First, we wanted to re-establish 
Amateur Radio as a welcome activity on SPSP. Second, we wanted a high QSO 
count. We also had a low band focus and wanted to work as much 160 m as 
possible, as well as 80 and 40 meters. In addition to all that, we wanted make 
sure Asia, specifically the JA-s, were given a good chance to work us. Unlike the 
Pacific DXpeditions -- where the JA-s have a ring-side seat -- the situation was 
now reversed; the JA-s would have a long and difficult path on most bands, with 
narrow time windows and the need to work through EU or NA "walls". During 
some of the windows we were requesting JA-only, which most people respected. 
Thanks for that! Although we listened hard for JA-s every morning and evening, 
on both SP and LP, we did not manage even one JA contact on 160. On 80 we 
made 174 JA QSO-s, most of it at our SR via LP. The figures below show the 
QSO distribution by continent.  
 
 

 
 
At the end we had 44,000 QSO-s, which were made during 12.5 days of 
operations. The end came on the morning of Nov 23, when the large Navy crew 
landed around 0900Z. The brass came ashore a bit later and at 1020 we were 
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told then that they will need the space we were using. We immediately made the 
decision to go QRT, break down the station and antennas, clean up and leave. It 
was all in rush, as the boat had to leave before 2 PM if we wanted to arrive in 
Natal in daylight. (You don't want to be around the docks in Natal at night!) 
 
Among other considerations, we did not want to be pushy and over-stay our 
welcome. By felt by then that we did have a good relationship with the Brazilian 
Navy, which we did not want to spoil. We wanted to part with them on the best of 
terms, leaving the door open to future DXpeditions. 
 
George, AA7JV 
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QRZ de 3D2A, 3D2T, T2T and T2V  

                                   By Bill Horner VK4FW 

Planning for the very first major dxpedition by Pacific Dxers within 1 year of 

being born was supposed to be to Nauru. We had worked very hard to get 

everything in place including the license ( C21A ) as well as all accommodations 

and freighting of all equipment. We had been given excuses almost daily why 

our visas still had not been issued. Then news finally came that left us all 

absolutely shattered. There was a major dispute between governments 

resulting in airlines not being able to guarantee carriage. We were then 

advised to delay by the consulate. Nauru was chosen because it was well up on 

the wanted list. We really had to do some very fast thinking or loose literally 

thousands of dollars for each especially the operators from USA. We had all 

paid and locked our air flights from home to Fiji and we simply were not able 

to cancel them. What do we do……………… 

We looked long and hard around the Pacific area and at one stage we were 

going to T33 until we found a couple of EU operators had big plans for that. If 

there is one thing I absolutely detest its when someone tries to beat another 

announced operation……. it is one of the most childish irresponsible things 

anyone can do and whilst they had planned to have small stop overs at other 

places including Tuvalu we finally chose T2 because we felt it was the only 

resort we had other than T33. 

Immediately we started trying to make sure of airline flights and freight. We 

got a license pretty smartly and everything fell into place with ease. We even 

booked and paid for in advance 100kg of extra luggage so that we could 

accommodate an extra rig and amplifier as well as antennae 

With some 200kgs of equipment between Eddie VK4AN and myself we met at 

the airport where we had to report to customs to ensure we could get all our 

equipment back into the country when we returned ( yes they inspected it all 

including serial numbers ). With that all done it was now time to actually check 

in at the airport desk. The flight to Nadi was without incident where we were 

QRZ de 3D2A 3D2T T2T and T2V

Page 16 of 29.



met by Rocky 3D2DD.  After picking up some more 

equipment that was already stored at his home we then went to our villa some 

40minutes away called Seashell@Momi. 

We had specifically booked this establishment because of the incredible 

location and facility. We had chosen “bure 8” as it is at one end of the 

establishment which meant minimal pedestrian traffic. Situated right on the 

beach we had both of my home brew 30m and 40m verticals and they worked 

a treat ( that was after I got rid of murphy ).The 5 band spiderbeam was at 10m 

above ground with the dx88 vertical erected approx. 12m from the waters’ 

edge. The first qso was with HA9SU on 30m cw. When the American operators 

arrived they bought with them the Dx Engineering 80m vertical and a hexbeam 

as well as a second Elecraft K3 and KPA 500 amplifier.  

 NL8F, W5SL and K4ZLE 

Openings on 10m and 12m surprised the life out of us and reminded me of 

years gone by with the excitement levels reaching fever pitch on many an 

occasion. With Fiji nowhere to be seen on the wanted list, pile ups were 

absolutely enormous especially from brilliant openings into both EU and AF. 
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Originally we had planned to operate multi single in the CQWW contest with 

3D2A and use 3D2T outside the contest. When contest time came Eddie 

VK4AN fired up on 10m and managed to work hundreds in no time flat and 

after a few hours he was still going hard at it with great success. We made an 

on the spot decision for him to just do single op single band and he did not let 

us down. He managed over 2800 qsos running low power……. What a buzz. 

All the while I was busy as possible handing out 3D2T qsos mainly on CW ( my 

favourite mode ). Then along came murphy again……… all of a sudden the 

spiderbeam went AWOL. We pulled it all down thinking the balun had died . 

For those of you that have never seen a 5 band spiderbeam you are in for a 

treat…….. looks like a big “hills cloths hoist”. After checking the balun, making a 

change and re-erecting it still no joy, bring it down again all the while the 

temperature is close to 40degree celius and humidity is 80plus %........ after 

some 2 hours I suddenly notice that 2 wire elements are inter twined which 

was simply unbelievable that neither of us picked up on this sooner. It was 

apparent that a bird had crashed into the antenna…….. a quick resurrect and 

hey presto back to the pile ups.  

Then Eric VK4NEF arrived and went to work mainly on SSB. I think he is still 

reeling from shock at the size of the pile ups. When the Americans arrived they 

spent a little chasing pile ups before we had to disassemble and pack. The 

Elecraft K3 and KPA 500 matching amplifier worked a treat and was an 

absolute pleasure to use. 

Just a few days before however murphy struck again. We had been given the 

bad news that due to major problems at Tuvalu we would not be able to take 

any excess luggage despite having booked and paying for 100 kgs in advance. 

Eddie VK4AN , Rocky 3D2DD and myself spent all day scouring Fiji to find a way 

to get all our equipment to Tuvalu. We even tried to charter a private yacht to 

take it there for us. Sadly we were unable to convince any authorities to take 

even a single extra bag or box. This meant that a lot of equipment would be 

left behind in Nadi and our qso total at Tuvalu was going to suffer badly. 

During the next day we all went through every piece of equipment and 

personal belongings as we began to work out exactly what we had to take and 

how small we could all be with cloth. We weighed bags many times as we 
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adjusted again and again until we were all as content as possible under pretty 

harrowing circumstances. There is simply nothing like having your bags packed 

and repacked with various bits and pieces not to mention other operators 

cloth etc. Finally we had everything as best we could make it in preparation for 

the flight from Suva to Tuvalu. 

The next morning we made our way by motor vehicle from Nadi to Suva before 

finally getting to check in at the airport enroute to Tuvalu. Our flight from Suva 

to Funafuti was pretty smooth despite some inclement weather……. We all 

joked that maybe we should have bought the umbrella despite the fact that 

Tuvalu had no real rain for some 3 years and was in a terrible state of water 

shortage. On arrival at Tuvalu it was raining and kept doing so for 3 days 

dumping a massive 17inches of rain. It seemed we had bought the people a 

change of luck, however we still had Murphy with us……… firstly our motel staff 

failed to meet us at the airport and could not be found for over an hour….. 

finally we were transported to the motel/lodge that we had pre-booked only 

to find that somehow they had double booked it and we did not have sufficient 

rooms for us to stay. Imagine our shock as we started to think about what else 

was available on an incredibly small Pacific atoll which is as run down as you 

can just about get. Thankfully after much looking and consultation we finally 

found a place that at least could somewhat cater for all of us as well as permit 

amateur radio. Our final operating place would be “The Hideaway Lodge”. 

By this time of the day it was fast getting dark. We managed to get the 40m 

vertical erected. Our first qso using T2T was N6ML on 40m cw. An hour or so 

later the 30m vertical was erected and our second station started with WL7E 

the first logged on 30m cw. The first night of operating despite everyone being 

extremely tired went very well. At daylight the next morning we managed to 

get the dx88 vertical up. Needless to say we had to make arrangements to find 
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a way to get a decent pole to mount the spiderbeam on as we were forced to 

leave all our masts in Fiji.  

The 80m and 160m antenna was eventually erected as high as possible in 3 

coconut trees. A full sized 160m dipole only just fits across the island…….. we 

had crashing  wave ocean on one side of the lodge with the other side being 

what the locals term as lagoon side. Finally during more rain we managed to 

get it erected on some building scaffolding which we rented from a local 

builder………. It did the trick and we were now able to try to concentrate on 

getting qsos in the log. Over the next few days we endured some rather 

uncomfortable weather which made operating hell…….. bloody Murphy yet 

again………..  then to top all that off some of us started to feel rather poorly 

with a couple of us ending up at the hospital. I can honestly say that what we 

had I would not wish on my worst enemy. Even after I finally arrived back 

home I was again at the doctors and getting more medications until I finally got 

better. Whilst at Tuvalu the team members also got stuck into the cqww cw 

contest using T2V. It was tough work trying to break some of the pile ups down 

as well as chasing the elusive multiplier. One of the big mistakes we made was 

to give out zone 32 when in fact it should have been zone 31. We immediately 

contacted the contest committee who agreed to allow for not only our log to 

count but also for every ones qso to count in their respective contest totals. 

We would certainly like to thank them for their wisdom on this whole matter. 
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Tuvalu is one of the tiniest island countries in the world and there are a dozen 

or so islands that make up the actual country with a population of some 6000 

odd. The country relies very heavily on foreign aid as there is basically no 

industry other than fishing available for them to make money. Some of the 

note able countries that help is South Korea, Taiwan, Japan and Australia. The 

Tuvalu government actually have foreign fishing boats under contract and all 

the unsaleable by products from them is donated to the people. Many of the 

men are away for long periods of time sometimes up to 6 months at a time 

working for various shipping companies. Shops are very small and have various 

items all be it that most of them are basic. Everyday facilities are primitive at 

best with Tuvaluvians  certainly struggling with day to day living. Currency in 

Tuvalu is Australian dollars and they have their own bank which is able to cash 

travellers cheques. There are absolutely no eftpos/credit card facilities 

available. They have their own landline phone system as well as a mobile cell 

system. Internet is there all be it at a dial up style speed so there is outside 

communications available. The national food dish for Tuvalu is rice with either 

chicken or pork. There are literally hundreds of pigs scattered in various stys all 

over the island. Most of the other food stuffs come by supply ship from Fiji or 

New Zealand. As previously mention Tuvalu has been in major drought with 

drinking water being ferried daily by ships as well as emergency aircraft. The 

ironic thing is that we were there for 25 days and only seen 4 days of fine 

sunny weather. All tanks are full except for the huge amount of new ones that 
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had just arrived as a donation from Australia……. And who knows maybe by 

now they will all be in use. 

So what does one do whilst not operating…………… gee not much, it takes about 

1 hour on a motorised scooter to get about and see everything Funafuti has to 

offer. There are a couple of genuine places to spend a little time at but 

realistically this little country does not have much in place to accommodate 

the tourist for prolonged periods.  

Meanwhile Murphy struck again and again. I remember recently reading an 

article on Murhpy………. Damn I would like to drown the mongrel. Every day in 

the shack we had pools of salty water build up on all the fans that we were 

using to keep the operators somewhat cool. This is caused from the incredible 

humidity and also massive moisture level in the air. You could literally lick your 

lips every 2 minutes and taste salt. Sleeping was almost unbearable with the 

heat and humidity and many a time you would wake in a lather of sweat. Our 

equipment was starting to show signs of problems. We did everything we 

could to protect it including operating underneath a mosquito net so as to try 

to filter salt particles out. Unfortunately we soon had an amplifier shut down. 

We continued on as best we could whilst trying to solve the problem. As you 

can imagine we had no real facilities to do such a thing. We were blessed to be 

given special permission from Elecraft HQ to pull the troubled amp to bits and 

see if we could fix it. We knew pretty quickly that we had a salt problem once 

we inspected the inside of the amp. And so the hunt for a cleaning agent 

started however the only thing we could get was hospital grade alcohol. 

Despite our best intentions we had limited success in rectifying the problem 

and were forced to continue with one amp gone. Then Murphy did it again……. 

We had the second amp fail. We simply could do no more with the amps so 

they were both packed up ready to leave. We continued to fight hard trying to 
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get more and more qsos logged running with just 100 watts. Since returning 

home and having all the equipment sent back to Elecraft I am pleased to say 

that all of it is fixed and in perfect working order…….. a simple thing to do 

when you have access to the right equipment. Would I take Elecraft equipment 

again……….. absolutely yes.  Whilst I am not a technician I will simply say 

this………. In all my years of dxpeditioning I have never found a better 

combination, I have never found another radio/amplifier that will permit the 

use of 2 stations simultaneously on the same band at the same time with 

absolutely nil inter mod interference of any kind ……… yes we actually had the 

2 stations on CW and RTTY ( sometimes only 50khz apart )or RTTY and SSB or 

CW and SSB on the same band at the same time both working fine with a 

maximum of 2 feet of rig/amp separation and antennae separated by less than 

150 feet. We had passband filters with us but rarely did we even notice when 

they were not in line and they got packed away early in the operation.By the 

time this article is printed I will have the 2 sets of the  Elecraft k3 and kpa500 

units back here and ready for departure to Nauru. 

 

Over the next few days of the operation we knew that it was near impossible 

to work 160m however we tried. Again the one thing that we did notice was 

the endless openings on 10m and 12m. Whilst not the same as Fiji the 

openings did exist. The one thing that cost us heaps was the fact we had to 

leave a third complete station in Fiji along with many of our extra antennae. 

We know that some of you are disappointed with our final result and I can 

assure you all that no one is more disappointed than our team. Our final qso 
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tallies can be found at www.3d2t.pacifci-dxers.com and www.t2t.pacifci-

dxers.com  

One of the other challenges for us was to have a crack at the 60m band. We 

had some openings and whilst none of the operators had any experience on 

this band it became evident that it has a tendancy to behave like 80m and 

160m ……… some days are better than others. Most of the openings we got on 

this band were to USA. Of course there are those of you who think that you 

understand how the 6m band works. Various days we noticed Pacific Stations 

getting openings yet our only 6m qso was with FK8CP………. It was like Murphy 

had thrown a blanket over us. 

And all too soon it was time to start dismantling and packing everything up. 

We had managed to almost get all things done we set out to do despite all the 

problems thrown at us and so it began.  

The flight from Funafuti to Suva was to be on a beautiful 57 year old Convair 

580 aircraft. We had all seen this aircraft sitting on the tarmac at Suva when 

we had boarded our ATR42 aircraft to come to Tuvalu. Time to go……. All 

aboard……… you know the drill. As we taxied done the runway I looked about 

thinking that I may never get back here again and then we were off. As we all 

began to settle back into the flight we were all feeling a little uneasy as the air 

cooled cabin suddenly was not so cool. We would have only been in the air 

maybe 9 or 10 minutes when suddenly huge amounts of oil began escaping the 

right hand side engine compartment. I was sitting right there looking at it with 

Jay K4ZLE just in front of me. We both alerted the air hostess who informed 

the captain. As we did an about face and made for an emergency landing back 

at Funafuti I could not help but to think that good old Murphy was at it again.  

The Tuvalu Police who are also the Fire Brigade have extremely limited 

knowledge or training for any emergency let alone a possible major fire or 

worse an ocean crash of an aircraft. When we got back to safe land we all 

disembarked whilst they did their level best to fix the plane. What had decided 

to go AWOL was the compressor seal. As this was unable to be fixed we finally 

after some 2 hours, again took off for Suva for one of the most uncomfortable 

flights we have ever endured. No cabin coolness and no cabin pressurization 

……. damn Murphy to hell.   
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When we finally landed in Suva our connecting flight to Nadi had long departed 

so the airline bought in an extra plane to get us back and finally into our 

overnight accommodation at 11.30pm local. We were all way more than 

miserable and tired but somehow managed to see the funny side of it all after 

being scared half to death. 

In summing up, on behalf of the team I would like to thank all of sponsors 

especially Elecraft, DX Engineering, ATRC, QRZ DX, NCDXF, DDXG, MDXC, 

SEDXC, SWODXA, HDXCC, LDXG, ODXG, GDXF, PDX AND VK4FWPRINT.  As well, 

a special thank you to all of the individuals who made this possible and a very 

special thanks to Max IK8LOV who supplied his brilliant online log software. 

 VK4AN, VK4FW and VK4NEF 

73 to all, cu from the next one. 
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DXCC Card Checking  Rules. 

By Dave, W0VX 

 

 

 

 

To avoid problems with field checking your application be sure to follow the instructions on the ARRL web-

site.  Note that as of April 2, 2012, there are 2 ways of doing a paper card submission, online and traditional.  You 
can no longer do a hybrid LoTW and paper card submission on a single application.  It is absolutely necessary that 

you follow all the instructions and have all the paperwork properly filled out or we will not be able to check your 

cards. 

  

If you use the preferred Online Electronic DXCC Application https://p1k.arrl.org/onlinedxcc/ for your paper cards 

it will be easier and cheaper for you.  It will also go a lot faster at HQ when they get your paperwork since you 

already entered your card data in the ARRL system.  With the online application you can enter the cards in any 

order.  Just make sure to enter the QSOs on cards with multiple QSOs together to facilitate checking.  The reason 

you don’t have to sort by band then mode is because there is minimal data entry work at HQ when they get your 

field checked application.   

  

You can also use the Traditional Application forms http://www.arrl.org/dxcc-forms where you fill in and print the 

PDF forms for the application and record sheets.  Make sure to follow those instructions.  A traditional application 

will cost you roughly twice as much as the online application to cover data entry costs at HQ.  With a traditional 

application you must sort cards by band then by mode with all the multiple QSO cards being listed last to facilitate 
data entry at ARRL HQ.  If you use the traditional application make sure you include valid credit card info on the 

bottom of the PDF application form. 

  

Whichever way you do it, follow those instructions and make sure the cards are properly sorted in the same order 
as your DXCC Record Sheet.  Also make certain that all the QSL card information (call, date, band, mode, coun-

try) has been entered correctly on the record sheet.   

  

Then, bring the following: 

 

         Cards sorted per your Record Sheet 

         Printed copy of the signed and dated Application Sheet 

         Printed copy of the DXCC Record Sheet 

         Stamped envelope addressed to DXCC Desk, ARRL HQ, 225 Main Street, Newington, CT 06111 so 

we can mail your application to HQ. 
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LSDXA Officers 
 

Elected Officers 
President -  Kris Mraz, N5KM 

Information Director - Paul Godwin, N5PG 

Activities Director - Rick Barnett, NØRB 

Secretary/Treasurer - Ken Knudson, N5TY 

 

Appointed Officers 
DXCC Card Checkers -Mike Krzystyniak K9MK, 

Dave Jaksa WØVX and George Huling K5GH 

Hamfest Vice-Director -  Ray Moyer, WD8JKV 

Reflector Vice-Director - Tim Pearson, K5AC 

WWW Vice-Director - Pete Hicks, N5KD 

LSDXA Net Manager - Victor Paul, WBØTEV 
http://www.lsdxa.org 

Dues are Due January 1 
 

The Renewal/Application Form can be found on the preceding page or at:  http://www.n5kd.org/lsdxa/ 

 

Please submit the form with your check and note your callsign on the check. Ken  thanks you ! 

       

Why Renew Your LSDXA Membership? 
 

Your dues go to supporting top 100 most needed DXpeditions.  Many of these simply 

would not happen without support from clubs like LSDXA 

Preferred QSLing and LoTW treatment for members from most supported DXpeditions 

 

Quarterly LSDXA Newsletters, Yahoo Reflector, members only Internet Chat room, and a 

helpful DX Web Site, www.lsdxa.org 

 

Quarterly meetings with interesting DX programs and fellowship. 

 

DXCC card checking at quarterly meetings 

 

Shipment of cards to the ARRL Outgoing QSL Service at quarterly meetings 

 

Participation in the W5DXCC Programs and DX Dinner 

 

Camaraderie and networking with other DXers 

 

Use of the LSDXA logo on your QSL card 
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