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MEETING
April 12, 2014

11 :30 am-2:00 pm

Eat at 11 :30. Meeting begins at Noon.

Spring Creek BBQ

351 4 West Airport Freeway

Irving, Texas 75062

Program: Joel Rubenstein N5JR and John Cadick N5JC

Recent Operation from Haiti
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The President’s Letter
de N5KM

Several LSDXA supported DXpeditions have been active this quarter. FT5ZM, Amsterdam, has just finished

up a highly successful DXpedition. VK9MT Mellish Reef is currently active as I write this. The Board of

Directors has also recently approved $1000 to fund the FT5/T Tromelin Island DXpedition coming up in

October/November this year. I know that one is high on a lot ofDXers' lists.

We have also received funding requests for DXpeditions that didn't meet our funding criteria: TY1TT, 4S7,

and KH9/VQ9.

Rick, N0RB or Ray, WD8JKV, are finalizing the DX programs for HamCom 2014. K4UEE has been

confirmed as the featured speaker at the HamCom DX Dinner speaking on the FT5ZM DXpedition. In

addition, there will be Saturday programs on 3D0AET presented by Vic, WB0TEV, and a possible DXers

Q&A forum. We are also trying to confirm someone from the league to speak on the RM-11708 ruling that

has generated much discussion.

HamCom DX Dinner tickets are available online at www.hamcom.org/attending-dx-dinner.cfm or direct from

Rick, N0RB (the preferred method). Tickets are $40 with a limit of 190 so order your tickets early to avoid

bitter disappointment. Remember that this year the ARRL has designated HamCom as a Regional Centennial

Event to celebrate their 100th anniversary. Attendance is expected to swell so plan accordingly.

As you know we elect new officers at the June membership meeting at HamCom. We like to see new blood

come into leadership positions to keep the club active with fresh ideas. If you can see yourself as an LSDXA

officer please consider throwing your hat into the ring. You may contact any of the current officers with

nominations.

The Code ofConduct committee, consisting ofDave, W0VX, Mike, K9MK, and George, K5GH, Have

completed their review of our Code ofConduct. Their final report is contained elsewhere in this newsletter.

We thank the committee members for their effort.

Webmaster Bob, W5KNE, will be adding a Silent Key section to our website in the near future. This will be

for LSDXAmembers. When you learn of a member's passing please contact the webmaster with details.

We have an opening for webmaster for our website www.lsdxa.org. If you have HTML and Javascript

experience and you would like to help the club keep our website up to date please contact me or one of the

other officers.

As usual, be sure to bring your bureau QSL cards to the meeting. We will ship them to the ARRL free as an

LSDXAmembership perk. They need to be presorted per ARRL requirements along with a check to cover

ARRL processing fees and proof ofARRL membership. Note: you need to deliver your cards in person.

73,

Kris, N5KM



Page 3

Minutes of the LSDXA January 11, 2014 Meeting
At Spring Creek BBQ, Irving, TX

The meeting was called to order at 1 2:00 PM by Chief Director and President Kris Mraz, N5KM

There were 34 members and guests in attendance:

The September 201 3 meeting minutes were approved as published in the newsletter

and on the LSDXA website.

Secretary/Treasurer Ken, N5TY, reported a balance of $5588.89 in the bank.

There was a moment of si lence to remember Emile, W5EMI. A motion was made, seconded and

passed to contribute $50 to the American Cancer Society in Emile's name.

Kris welcomed Les, WF5E, to the club as a new member.

Kris announced pending changes to the website were in the works.

Activities Director Rick, N0RB, was absent; however Kris, N5KM, gave an overview of upcoming

DXpeditions (FT5ZM, TY1 TT and FT5/T).

Information Director, Bil l , K5DHY, made his standard plea for information for the newsletter.

Kris, N5KM, announced a date for the next meeting has not set at this time.

4 pounds QSLs were collected for the outgoing bureau and wil l be forwarded to ARRL for

processing.

AD5MN Ron Bushnell N5JR Joel Rubenstein

Linda Bushnell N5KM Kris Mraz

K2XB Chuck Woodlee N5TY Ken Knudson

K5AC Tim Pearson N5ZT Reid Bannon

K5DC Dwaine Cannon NA5U Mike Thomas

K5DHY Bil l Engel NJ5N Chris Bradford

K5GH George Huling W0VX Dave Jaksa

K5GKC John Lechner W5AH Bob Alexander

K5HW Bud Walton W5CWO Fred Lusen

K5ND Jim Wilson W5LT Bob Kellow

K5SWW Gary Johnson W5XJ Grant Laughlin

K9MK Mike Krzystyniak WA5CMI Mike Cowart

KA0IQT Jim Johns WA5ICA Michael Walters

KA5BJY Charl ie Corder WB0TEV Victor Paul

KK7JS Scott Davis WC5P Paul Lange

N2DPF David Bernheisel WD8JKV Ray Moyer

N5JC John Cadick WF5E Les Bannon
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George, K5GH, Mike, K9MK and Dave, W0VX, checked QSL cards at the meeting for several

members.

The meeting was adjourned at 1 2:1 3 PM.

The meeting was fol lowed by an interesting presentation by Victor, WB0TEV, on his recent

Dxpediton to 3DA.

Respectful ly submitted,

Ken Knudson, N5TY

LSDXA Board of Directors Meeting
11 January 201 4

The BOoard of Directors met prior to the regular meeting at Wendy's. Rick, N0RB was absent and

Ray, WD8JKV attended to cover HamCom planning.

HamCom
The room for programs and W5DXCC dinner have been secured.

There wil l be less confusion this year as to the location of the bar – inside the banquet room and

after HamCom closes.

Dinner speaker has not been firmed up; however, the FT5Z operation may be a source.

HamCom website is up.

Rick wil l firm up menu options when he returns.

There is no impact of the ARRL Centennial (West Gulf and Delta) at HamCom.

Website Upgrade
A discussion of the website led to Kris announcing forming a committee to make recommendations

on the needed changes.

Code of Conduct
The LSDXA Code of Conduct was discussed and The ARRL DXCC Code of Conduct. Both seem

to be in agrement. A committee of the QSL card checkers wil l review the code and see if any

changes are required.

Budget
HamCom income last year netted just over $1 ,000 after al l the expenses.

A reserve for operating expenses was discussed. Currently, our expenses are less than $1 00 a

year, but could increase with additional expenses from the website. .

Ken

N5TY

LSDXA Secretary/Treasurer



Page 5



Code of Conduct Committee Report

To: LSDXA Board ofDirectors
Subject: Code ofConduct Recommendation

A committee consisting ofGeorge Huling K5GH, Mike Krzystyniak K9MK, and Dave Jaksa W0VX was
formed at the January board meeting to review the LSDXA Code ofConduct. This is the final report of the
committee and our recommendations.

Membership comments and recommendations on the current Bylaws Article VII, Code ofConduct were
solicited both on the LSDXA reflector and by direct email to all members. We received over 20 member
comments and 2 non-member comments. The 2 non-member comments were read by the committee but we
did not take then into account in our recommendations. Below is a brief summary ofwhat we found,
sentence by sentence.

Member comments on this were very wide ranging. Some members wanted anybody who operated
illegally with respect to power or band allocation to be immediately removed from the club. One
commenter felt it was none ofLSDXA's business if somebody operated illegally. Since all 3 of us are
DXCC Card Checkers, we felt strongly about illegal operation since we are certifying that the cards
we check are legitimate. However, there was no clear membership consensus on the legal operating
topic.

Comments here were also varied but were some of the most thoughtful. Some felt we should include
the DX Code ofConduct in our Bylaws. Others didn't feel that was necessary or desirable. Some
pointed out that there should be a difference between how we treat occasional operator error and
blatantly malicious behavior. As in item 1 , there was no clear consensus.

These comments were almost all about how somebody should be removed from membership. They
ranged from immediate removal to counseling by the board. The committee decided this should be
handled on a case by case basis by the board at such time as there is a deliberate violation of the code.

The membership has spoken and there was no clear consensus on how to change any of the Code ofConduct.
Therefore, we recommend that Article VII of the LSDXA Bylaws remain unchanged.

Respectfully submitted,
George Huling, K5GH
Mike Krzystyniak, K9MK
Dave Jaksa, W0VX
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Card Checking Tips
DXCC Card Checking wil l be available at the meeting. To avoid problems with field checking your
application be sure to fol low the instructions on the ARRL website. Note that as of Apri l 2, 201 2,
there are 2 ways of doing a paper card submission, onl ine and traditional. You can no longer do a
hybrid LoTW and paper card submission on a single application. I t is absolutely necessary that you
fol low all the instructions and have all the paperwork properly fi l led out or we wil l not be able to
check your cards.

I f you use the preferred Online Electronic DXCC Application https://p1k.arrl.org/onlinedxcc/ for your
paper cards it wil l be easier and cheaper for you. I t wil l also go a lot faster at HQ when they get
your paperwork since you already entered your card data in the ARRL system. With the online
application you can enter the cards in any order. Just make sure to enter the QSOs on cards with
multiple QSOs together to facil itate checking. The reason you don’t have to sort by band then mode
is because there is minimal data entry work at HQ when they get your field checked application.

You can also use the Traditional Application forms http://www.arrl.org/dxcc-forms where you fi l l in and
print the PDF forms for the application and record sheets. Make sure to fol low those instructions. A
traditional application wil l cost you roughly twice as much as the online application to cover data
entry costs at HQ. With a traditional application you must sort cards by band then by mode with al l
the multiple QSO cards being l isted last to facil itate data entry at ARRL HQ. If you use the
traditional application make sure you include valid credit card info on the bottom of the PDF
application form.

Whichever way you do it, fol low those instructions and make sure the cards are properly sorted in
the same order as your DXCC Record Sheet. Also make certain that al l the QSL card information
(cal l , date, band, mode, country) has been entered correctly on the record sheet.

Bring the fol lowing:

· Cards sorted per your Record Sheet

· Printed copy of the signed and dated Application Sheet

· Printed copy of the DXCC Record Sheet

· Stamped envelope addressed to DXCC Desk, ARRL HQ, 225 Main Street, Newington, CT 06111
so we can mail your application to HQ.

Editor's Note

The article on the next page was authored by Rick Hilding K6VVA and used with his permission.

This is one person's solution to the problems we encounter when trying to work that rare DX station

and it is not endorsed by the LSDXA.
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DNQ2

(Do NOT QSO and/or Do NOT QSL)

Also known as a “Blacklist”, perhaps this explanation wil l enl ighten those who do

not understand why after several years of consideration, this action wil l now be

implemented. I t is l ike a type of “Penalty Box” in professional sporting events for

those who demonstrate “UNSPORTSMANLIKE CONDUCT” toward their fel low

competitors, or do not play-by-the-rules of “Gentlemanly Conduct” in a “Hobby”

that is supposed to reflect “International Goodwil l & Friendship” on-the-air.

The current Top Offender (“BULLY LID”) on my growing l ist from observations

and personal experiences in the pileups is a U.S.A. station. So why is he listed?

• In 21 different pi leups, he has repeatedly called OUT-OF-TURN in each

pileup regardless of who the Expedition operator has replied to, or has

attempted to work as a partial cal lsign that is not even remotely close to

the offender’s cal lsign. This includes call ing OUT-OF-TURN when the

Expedition Operator was working “by-the-numbers” that were not the

number in the offender’s cal lsign.

• This LID has also been observed repeatedly call ing over the DX or IOTA

Expedition Operator while that operator was transmitting, and making

“Vapor” QSOs when the Expeditioner was in QSO with someone else.

He is not a “Newbie”, but on the DXCC Honor Roll & IOTA Honour Roll .

• His biggest mistake was in TWO separate pileups where the Expedition

operator replied to ME or MY Partial Callsign (not even close to his),

and almost screwed me out of needed QSOs. A REAL BIG MISTAKE !! !

This is but one example of why I have decided to no longer spend THOUSANDS

OF DOLLARS of my own money for a P5 or even IOTA Expedition to end up

giving these UNDESERVING BAD-SPORTSMAN CONDUCT LIDS credit toward

any DXCC or IOTAAward. Why should I ???????

At this time there are no plans to publish the DNQ2 list. How it wil l actual ly work

integrated with the logging software is my decision alone. I t *could* be that

DNQ2 list stations wil l be worked, but QSOs immediately DELETED from the log

at the end of the Expedition. Log checking would yield a big “NIL” (Not In Log).

This implementation wil l remain a Mystery to al l . Those who play-by-the-rules of

“GOOD SPORTSMANLIKE” conduct in ALL on-air pi leups have nothing to fear.

All on-air chronic “BULLY LID” encounter recordings made during the Expedition

wil l be posted later for review by peers.

The only thing people need to be concerned about is their own on-air operating in

ANY pileups, and if meets the “GOOD SPORTSMANLIKE CONDUCT” smell test

and guidel ines in the DX CODE of CONDUCT. -- K6VVA



ARRL Outgoing QSL Bureau

At each meeting LSDXA collects and ships QSL cards to the ARRL Outgoing QSL Service. You are
responsible for paying the ARRL Outgoing QSL Service fee but LSDXA wil l ship al l col lected cards
to ARRL HQ.

In order to participate you must:

- Be a current paid member of LSDXA

- Be in attendance at the quarterly meeting

- Wrap together with a rubber band:

o Your properly sorted QSL cards

o Your proof of ARRL Membership

o Your check for the proper amount made out to ARRL Outgoing QSL Service

See http: //www.arrl .org/outgoing-qsl-service for ARRL Outgoing QSL Service detai ls.

Your LSDXA Board of Directors

ChiefDirector and President Kris Mraz N5KM

Information Director Bill Engel K5DHY

Activities Director Rick Barnett N0RB

Secretary/Treasurer Ken Knudson N5TY

Immediate Past President Dave Jaksa W0VX

Page 9




