
LSDXA News 

June 2013 

Meeting 
June 8, 2013 

1 PM 
Ham Com, Plano Centre. 

After the Saturday Morning DX Presentations. 
 

(Room: Northbrook 1 & 2) 

 

  

PROGRAM 

 

Elections 

 
 Candidates 
 

 

President – Kris Mraz, N5KM 

 

Information Director – Bill Engel, K5DHY 

 

Activities Director – Rick Barnett, NØRB 

 

Secretary/Treasurer – Ken Knudson, N5TY 

 

 
 

Additional nominations from the membership will be solicited during the meeting. 
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The President’s Letter 

de N5KM 

 

 

Our quarterly meeting will be held as part of HamCom so the meeting will be abbreviated. We 

will elect officers for the 2013/2014 year (see the slate of nominees elsewhere in this issue) and 

vote on the club's contribution to the upcoming (January, 2014) DXpedition to Amsterdam 

(FT5/Z). Due to the significance of this DXpedition the LSDXA Board believes funding in 

excess of the Board's authority is warranted. Please be sure to attend the meeting Saturday 

afternoon (June 8) after the morning DX presentations. 

This quarter the Board has voted to make a funding donation to one DXpedition: 

ZK3N, Tokelau, $250, April 15 – 29, 2013. The Board also voted to not fund the K9W, Wake 

Is., DXpedition due to a general lack of need for KH9 in the Central Time Zone.(Recall that we 

use the  

DX Magazine Central Time Zone 100 Most Wanted Countries (mixed) as our selection 

criteria.) 

The W5DXCC Dinner will be Friday evening, June 7, with a program highlighted by a 

presentation by Gene, K5GS, on the ZL9HR DXpedition. We have a great lineup of DX 

presentations on Saturday morning. See additional info inn this issue or our website. Make your 

plans, now, to attend. 

As usual, be sure to bring your bureau QSL cards to the meeting. We will ship them to the 

ARRL free as an LSDXA membership perk. They need to be presorted per ARRL requirements 

along with a check to cover ARRL processing fees and proof of ARRL membership. Note: you 

need to deliver your cards in person at the meeting. 

See you at HamCom 2013.73, 

 

Kris N5KM 
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Minutes of the LSDXA April 6, 2013 Meeting 

At Spring Creek BBQ, Irving, TX 

 

The meeting was called to order at 12:00 PM by Chief Director and President Kris Mraz, 

N5KM.  There were 23 members and guests in attendance: 

W0VX, NA5U, K9MK, N5PG, W5EMI, K5HW, K5DHY, K5GKC, N2DPF, K2XB, 

WA5ICA, WD8JKV, K5ND, W5GVP, K5GH, K5QY, K5AC, W8FN, NV5E, 

AD5MN, N5KM, N0RB 

The January 2013 meeting minutes were approved as published in the newsletter and on the 

LSDXA website. 

In Secretary/Treasurer Ken's, N5TY, absence Kris, N5KM, reported an income of $125.00 and 

that we have $6366.63 in the bank. 

Activities Director Rick, N0RB, gave an overview of upcoming DXpeditions for which the 

LSDXA will provide major contributions.. Rick also provided information on the HamCom 

programs and dinner. We will be limited to 200 seats at the dinner this year. 

Tim, K5AC, listed the door prizes that will be given away at the DX dinner. 

Information Director, Paul, N5PG, requested input for the newsletter. Station and operator pro-

files would be appreciated as well as photos or other interesting web info found. 

Kris, N5KM, reminded everyone that new officer elections will be held at the June meeting at 

HamCom.  QSLs were collected for the outgoing bureau and will be forwarded to ARRL for 

processing. 

George, K5GH, Mike, K5MK and Dave, W0VX, checked QSL cards at the meeting for several 

members. 

The meeting was adjourned at 12:30 PM.  

The meeting was followed by presentation of the HK0NA DXpedition DVD. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Ken Knudson, N5TY 

 

Thanks to Kris, N5KM, for taking the minutes in my absence. 
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Ham Com 2013 June 7,8 2013 
 

 There will be a DX Dinner on Friday June 7. The location is back at the Plano Centre's Wind-

haven Room with a happy hour (cash bar) at 5:00pm then dinner at 6:00pm. 

The buffet menu is: Garden salad, BBQ brisket and chicken, potato salad, ranch style beans, corn 

"cobbettes", bread & butter and peach cobbler.  

Our dinner speaker will be Gene, K5GS who will talk about the recent Campbell Island DXpedi-

tion, ZL9HR. 

 Tickets are on sale at the Ham Com site  http://www.hamcom.org/attending-dx-dinner.cfm  and 

you can also order them from Rick, send your check for $40.00  to  N0RB at his qrz.com ad-

dress.  The Saturday morning DX programs at Ham Com are also ser  and the line up is as follows: 

8:00 AM-Carl-K9LA on what the sun is doing. 

9:00 AM-Frosty-K5LBU- on his 7P8 Dxpedition 

10:00 AM- San –K5YY- on his trip to VK9N-Norfolk Is. 

11:00 AM Gene-K5GS more on ZL9HR 

12:00 PM Ed Cox KE3D—on the recent TX5K operation from Clipperton Isl. 

1:00 PM  LSDXA Elections, also a vote on contribution to 2014 FT5ZM operation. 

Following are the prizes to be drawn at the DX Dinner: 

 

Yaesu - FT-950 HF Radio 

 

Alpha - 4510 3KW Wattmeter 

 

Force 12 - v 6 meter beam 

 

Array Solutions - RigExpert AA-30 Antenna Analyser 

 

Tim, K5AC has donated one of his DXCC frames 

 

Remember, these are drawn from the dinner attendees' ticket stubs only. 

 

Also see LSDXA website http://www.dxer.org/Hamcom/2013/index.html 

Ham Com brochure  http://www.hamcom.org/brochure.cfm 

 

  

 4 of 14
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http://www.dfwcontest.com/index.html


 

 

LSDXA Reflector 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/lsdxa 
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ARRL Outgoing QSL Bureau 
 

At each  meeting LSDXA will collect cards from those in attendance and ship QSL cards to the ARRL Outgo-

ing QSL Service.  You are still responsible for paying the ARRL Outgoing QSL Service fee but LSDXA will 

ship all collected cards to ARRL HQ.   

This is a trial program with the specific intent of providing a club service and getting higher attendance at our 

meetings. 

 
In order to participate in this program you must: 

Be a current paid member of LSDXA 

Be in attendance at the quarterly meeting 

Wrap together with a rubber band: 

Your properly sorted QSL cards 

Your proof of ARRL Membership 

Your check for the proper amount made out to ARRL Outgoing QSL Service 

See http://www.arrl.org/outgoing-qsl-service for ARRL Outgoing QSL Service details. 

  

LSDXA Members Only Chat Room  

Google has recently introduced an update to Google Talk called Hangouts.  If you are on, or 

plan to be on, the LSDXA Members Only Chat Room, don’t do the update.  

 I recently did the update on my Samsung Tablet and couldn’t get the chat room to work.  Our 

chat room uses the Partychat appliqué on top of the Talk application.  Partychat confirms in a 

Twitter post that it does not work with Hangouts but they are working on a solution.  There 

was no estimate of when or if that fix might be available.  

The safest thing to do is to not install the Hangouts update if you want to use our chat 

group.  If you already installed it you may be able to reverse the damage by uninstalling the 

update only.  With Kris, N5KM’s help we have confirmed that uninstalling the update will re-

vert to Google Talk on Android phones/tablets.  It is unknown if that will work with Apple or 

Windows operating systems. 

 Tnx  Dave, W0VX 

 

(For info on the chat room contact Kris, N5KM) 
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LSDXA Membership Certificates 
 

 

LSDXA is pleased to offer a digital membership certificate, thanks to Pete, K5PRT. Here is 

how it works. Send Pete an email (K5PRT (at)  arrl.net with your name as you wish it to ap-

pear on the certificate and your callsign. 

Pete will return your membership certificate by email. (The above assumes you are on the cur-

rent membership list.) 

 

Below is an example of Pete's certificate: 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tnx Pete 
 

LSDXA Reflector 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/lsdxa 
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14 The DX Magazine

Major DXpeditions to the world’s rarest, most 
diffi cult-to-reach DXCC entities can cost $500,000 or 
more, as recently documented in the DX Magazine.

Since costs are rising, how can the DX com-
munity raise the major amounts that will be need-
ed in the future? We asked readers for their ideas, 
and present them here for your consideration.

Most of the comments dealt with ways to raise funds 
or cut costs, but others focused on ways to change the 
DXCC rules defi ning “entities” and removing those that 
aren’t “real countries,” such as uninhabited rocks, atolls, 
or reefs that require thousands of dollars to put on the air.

So here is a cross-section of com-
ments, listed in no particular order.

Main funding sources
   Major donations originate with foundations such as 

The Northern California DX Foundation (NCDXF) and 
the International DX Association (INDEXA) that have 
provided thousands of dollars of support over the years. 
Support also originates with DX clubs, equipment manu-
facturers, and individual contributors, large and small.

The usual contributions from individual DX-
ers include “green stamps” or International Reply 
Coupons sent with QSLs mailed to the QSL man-
ager. Also, the Online QSL Request System (OQRS) 
has added another valuable resource for covering the 
cost of DXpeditions, however this is after the fact.

   One ham points out that rising postage rates 
makes the OQRS system a good alternative. His solu-
tion: charge $10.00 through OQRS as a minimum for any 
top 10 or 15 DXpeditions. “Don’t QSL any other way.
The guys will get the money they deserve.” This com-
ment is from one who is not a fan of digital logbooks.

Major DXpeditions to very rare locales that demand 
chartered boats or aircraft plus complete life support sup-
plies and gear, require major funds in advance. Down 
payments are required for many of these things, and many 
are extremely expensive.  As one DXer points out, “Seed 
money is the biggie” often totaling thousands of dol-
lars, securing permits, licenses, and travel to the parent 
country with no assurance that a DXpedition will actu-

How Can We Cover 
the Huge Costs of

Future DXpeditions?
       

by Devere “Dee” Logan, W1HEO

ally happen, requires a major leap of faith for the orga-
nizers. (As well as for major contributors.)  

“If an organizer can promise a full refund should a 
DXpedition need to be cancelled, some advance dona-
tions will come in,” says one DXer. “Such transactions 
provide crucial help, often making the difference be-
tween going and staying away from the rare location.

Covering costs
One suggestion is for each ham with his call in the 

DXpedition’s log to pay a fair share based upon the to-
tal budget. “We must get hams to think this way to re-
ally address the matter,” says one ham. “We have to pay 
for other hobbies – golf, admission tickets, tennis fees, 
club memberships etc.   It is no longer tenable for hams 
to stay on their high horse and continue to get something 
for nothing. That tradition is not viable in today’s world.”
   Commercial sponsorship of DXpeditions is another sug-
gestion. “We need to model on the sponsorship idea of car 
racing to see if real cash sponsorships can be had from compa-
nies that benefi t from our DXpeditions,” suggests another.

According to research by N1DG, North Ameri-
cans provided 85% of funds for DXpeditions to 
the Southern Ocean. He points out that, “clear-
ly hams in various  countries have different views 
on what level of support to give DXpeditions.”

Says one  European  ham:    “If only Europe were to    
make donations on an equal level with Americans – per QSO 
– I believe that would solve most of this issue with cost.”

Another suggestion is for DX foundations to estab-
lish a presence in Europe, since this would provide a bet-
ter chance to coordinate support available from numer-

The Braveheart is used by many DXpeditions
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ous countries for DXpeditions with a global perspective.
In the opinion of another European DXer, “The 

share of European contributions will undoubtedly grow 
if the DXpedition crew takes a positive view of working 
EU folks And does so with satisfying and solid results.”

In his opinion, far too many DXpeditioners from 
outside Europe are prone to criticize some countries and 
“close up shop for the poor “Euros” instead of engag-
ing in a positive dialogue with the Old World.”  Exactly 

what that “dialogue” would include wasn’t explained.
Assuming that there is just so much (or so little) 

money  available, one DX club has had lively debates 
over funding to the “not very rare: or “not very produc-
tive” DXpeditions. The suggestion is that closer attention 
should be paid to getting the most “bang for the buck.”

In fact, one major foundation has concentrated its support 
for DXpeditions to entities in the top 60 on the Most Want-
ed list and whose operators have a record of high standards.

A related suggestion comes from an operator who is a 
serious 160-meter DXer who urges not to spend so much 
money on the Rolls Royce of expeditions, but more like 
a bicycle. “Sure the top ten are in big demand and it is 
nice if they can be funded, but there are so many pos-
sible ‘low cost’ places like EA9, SV5, SV9, TA, 3A, and 
4U1ITU” he says. All are among entities that he needs.

How about creating endowments for DXpeditions?
One suggestion is to encourage hams to donate 

from their estates to foundations to create a more sta-
ble fi nancial base. “If every silent key left  $1,000 
to $10,000 to INDEXA or NCDXF it would go a 
long way to creating endowments that we could al-
most live from for the DXpeditions,” said this DXer.

Other considerations
Several DXers have emphasized the need to re-

duce costs.  As one writes: “Simplify in all respects. 
Cut down on extra costs if this helps any.” Others point 
out that some costs aren’t negotiable, but using dona-
tions wisely is a sound practice. (Remember that of-
ten major donations come from individuals who ex-
pect  the most from every dollar they contribute.)    

One ham points out that one reason that costs have 
risen is the need for up to 25 operators to cover mul-
tiple stations at one time. “Now DXers want a QSO on 
all bands and modes;  this just increases the amount of 
equipment and operators it takes to make a DXpedition 
successful in the minds of DXers today,” he points out. 

An alternative to the big operations is provided by 

HKØNA - Malpelo

The Helicopter was essential transportation 
to get on Peter One

Base camp on Peter One

All food had to be taken to Peter One
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16 The DX Magazine

the monster stations.  It is fi nancially diffi cult for many of 
us to afford to participate in the DXpedition  Experience.”

A number of DXers point out that one dramatic 
way to eliminate the very large costs of activating re-
mote entities is to eliminate them from the DXCC list.

“The ARRL DXCC Advisory Board defi nes and 
changes the criteria for entities periodically and this pro-
cess does not necessarily refl ect real political and geo-
graphic alterations in all cases,” points out one writer. 
“Dangerous and nearly inaccessible places and locations, 
which are arbitrarily designated as ‘entities’ are the real 
reason DXpeditions have become so expensive and dif-
fi cult. Should uninhabited islands, submerged coral reefs, 
volcanic outcroppings, islands subject to governmental 
access restrictions, and countries that are hostile to am-
ateur radio really qualify as DXCC entities?” he asks.

His answer?  No. “The average amateur with a 
back yard station and an average lifespan should have 
a chance at all the DXCC entities. The DXCC program 
should attract, not intimidate, newcomers to DXing.

With the increasing cost of putting those rare and exotic 
entities on the air, many of us may pass on before another 
DXpedition can activate those last few needed call signs.

DXpeditions should be focused on inhab-
ited geographical areas with native populations 
who are potential new amateurs we can intro-
duce and involve in our wonderful hobby,” he adds.

Sums up one of our contributors: “It is clear that DX-
peditions are not going to get cheaper and even could be 
argued that the pool of suffi ciently wealthy hams is ag-
ing beyond participation now or will very soon.  Maybe 
DXing will return to its roots of a lone operator with a 
low power rig running a dipole between the palm trees.

At least let’s get the hobby talking about these mat-
ters because they are pressing and will affect ham radio 
now and more so in the future.  The current situation is 
straining to function; we need some thoughtful solutions.”

  Our thanks to the following who have contributed 
to this article: W9WJ, OH2BH, K4VUD, K8ZM,  W7LR, 
K9UP, DJØQN, HSØZCW, W9WJ, N1DG,  and K4MQG.

Devere “Dee” Logan, W1HEO, is a vet-
eran DXer who holds #1 DXCC and has oper-
ated from several entities over the years. He 
is a regular contributor to the DX Magazine.

DX

the “MicroLite” Penguin approach. The group asked 
themselves:  “Why should we break our backs bringing 
all this heavy gear and put our lives in danger by tak-
ing a huge amount of radio and antenna power?” They 
wondered why the burden of signal strength was always 
placed on the DXpedition rather than the operators at 
home who are in a far better position to beef up their 
station.    In the minds of several DX chasers, the an-
swer is to simplify. A major benefi t of this is to cut costs.

A note from another ham recommends borrowing a 
practice from the airlines by rewarding the ‘premium cus-
tomer.’ “Those [large] donors get fi rst shot at the DXpedi-
tion for the fi rst two days with instant uploading of logs and 
fi rst class delivery of the QSL card,” he says. “Those who 
earn those perks or pay for those perks get special treatment 
and the rest of us aren’t inconvenienced to any great extent.”

There are a number of related issues be-
ing mentioned such as ethics and motivation, that 
go to the very foundation of the DXCC program.

“In the last decades, hams have been threatened, seri-
ously disabled, and murdered while attempting to put rare 
and exotic entities on the air,” writes another DXer. “Is it ul-
timately fair and ethical for the many to ask the few who try 
to activate those rare and exotic entities to risk life  and limb?

“Are we pursuing these rare entities in the spirit of 
international good will or are we motivated by a sense of 
elitism?” he wonders. “It is very diffi cult for the average 
amateur with a small back yard installation to compete with 

Scarborough Reef is an Isolated place
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It’s Election Time Again 
 

The LSDXA elections will be held at Ham-Com June 8 2013. 

 

It is healthy for a club to have a turnover of at least some board members each year. 

 
The formal job descriptions from the bylaws are presented below.  

 

Any member in good standing who has an interest in any of these positions please make it known by con-

tacting any of the current officers. 

 

Article VI Board of Directors    

The Governing body of the Lone Star DX Association is the Board of Directors and Vice Directors.   

This Board consists of Seven (7) members in good standing of the LSDXA. Four Director positions are elected 

by the membership, preside over all formal activities, and act as trustees with fiduciary responsibility for 
LSDXA.  There are three appointed Vice Director positions that are selected with the consensus of the 

"Elected Board," and shall serve for as long as they are willing to fulfill the duties of their office, or until the 

Elected Board requests their resignation.   

 

To be nominated for an Elected Director position the nominee must be a member in good standing and be 

nominated pursuant to procedures set forth in Robert's Rules of Order. The nominee must be willing to accept 

the appointed position and execute the duties described below.  

  

All members of the association present at the annual meeting will elect all nominees for an elected position. A 

simple majority is needed to be elected to a position. It is suggested that "Elected Directors" shall not serve 

more than two consecutive terms in the same office.   

 

A list of the Board positions and basic responsibilities follows: 

 

Chief Director and President: (Elected)  

Will oversee meetings of the LSDXA and the activities of the club itself.   

Activities Director: (Elected)  

Will provide and arrange for membership presentations at meetings. 

Membership Director and Secretary-Treasurer: (Elected)  

Will collect dues from the members and maintain a bank account for the association. This account will be used 

to deposit dues and other receipts, and payout moneys to persons, organizations or DXpeditions with the ap-

proval of the membership at a meeting.  The Membership Director shall serve as Secretary/Treasurer of the 
association and shall keep minutes of all meetings   

Information Director: (Elected)  

Will print and distribute, or communicate information on upcoming meetings and programs to regular and 

potential members. 
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LSDXA Officers 
 

Elected Officers 
President -  Kris Mraz, N5KM 

Information Director - Paul Godwin, N5PG 

Activities Director - Rick Barnett, NØRB 

Secretary/Treasurer - Ken Knudson, N5TY 

 

Appointed Officers 
DXCC Card Checkers -Mike Krzystyniak K9MK, 

Dave Jaksa WØVX and George Huling K5GH 

Hamfest Vice-Director -  Ray Moyer, WD8JKV 

Reflector Vice-Director - Tim Pearson, K5AC 

WWW Vice-Director - Bob Winn, W5KNE 

LSDXA Net Manager - Victor Paul, WBØTEV 
http://www.lsdxa.org 

Dues are Due January 1 
 

The Renewal/Application Form can be found on the preceding page or at:  http://www.n5kd.org/lsdxa/ 

 

Please submit the form with your check and note your callsign on the check. Ken  thanks you ! 

       

Why Renew Your LSDXA Membership? 
 

Your dues go to supporting top 100 most needed DXpeditions.  Many of these simply 

would not happen without support from clubs like LSDXA 

Preferred QSLing and LoTW treatment for members from most supported DXpeditions 

 

Quarterly LSDXA Newsletters, Yahoo Reflector, members only Internet Chat room, and a 

helpful DX Web Site, www.lsdxa.org 

 

Quarterly meetings with interesting DX programs and fellowship. 

 

DXCC card checking at quarterly meetings 

 

Shipment of cards to the ARRL Outgoing QSL Service at quarterly meetings 

 

Participation in the W5DXCC Programs and DX Dinner 

 

Camaraderie and networking with other DXers 

 

Use of the LSDXA logo on your QSL card 
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